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CHAPTER I 
THE FIRST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 


Early in 1868 the Press Club of New York City tendered a farewell 
dinner for Charles Dickens, who had just concluded a successful reading 
tour of the United States. Women members of the press, eager to attend 
the brilliant literary affair, applied for but were denied tickets for 
the dinner. Among them was a well-known writer of the day, Mrs. Jennie 
June Croly, whose indignation at this slight to her sex prompted her to 
call a meeting of women leaders at her home. Out of this meeting in 
March, 1868, came the organization of Sorosis, a club exclusively for 
women 

Sorosis over the years grew and flourished until its members felt 
that the time was right to incorporate all its members under one nation- 
al organization. Accordingly, at a meeting in New York City in 1890, a 
constitution and by-laws were adopted, officers were elected, and the 
General Federation of Women's Clubs came into belie tn 

The federation idea traveled far and fast. Each delegate carried 
it back to her home state and began to work enthusiastically for federa- 
tion there. Wyoming was not represented at this organizational meeting, 
but the General Federation took cara to send recruiting officers to those 
sections as yet unorganized. Mrs. William Guiterman, a charter member 


of the Cheyenne Woman's Club which had joined the General Federation in 


Lone Wyoming Clubwoman, April, 1946, p. 1. Hereafter cited as 
Clubwoman. 


1896," was intensely interested in the formation of a Wyoming federation, 
and through correspondence with the General Federation she was instruct- 
ed as to the steps to be taken in organizing a state federation. Mrs. 
Guiterman was then appointed General Federation Secretary for Wyoming 
and began her work by contacting the women's clubs all around the State, 
sounding them out in regard to the formation of a Wyoming Federation. 
Convinced that the necessary desire was present, Mrs. Guiterman late in 
1903 issued invitations to all Wyoming clubs to convene in Cheyenne in 
January, 190) for the purpose of organizing a state federation. The re- 
sponse was gratifying and on January 19, 190) delegates from fifteen 
Wyoming clubs gathered together for the first time in the auditorium of 
the Cheyenne Carnegie Ticeaeya 

A temporary organization was then effected by the election of Mrs. 
Guiterman, Chairman and Mrs. H. B. Patten, Secretary. Mrs. Guiterman 
began the business of the day by calling for a report from the Consti- 
tutional Committee, This committee which had been working for some weeks 
on the preparation of a constitution and by-laws, presented its report 
for the consideration of the delegates. Due to the lateness of the hour, 
however, further consideration of the constitution was postponed until 
the next day, The delegates then settled back to hear an address by 
their honored guest Mrs. Sarah Platte-Decker of Denver, President of the 


General Federation, who spoke to them on the advantages to be gained from 


enti story of the Cheyenne Woman's Club, 189-1936," in typescript, 
on file in the Archives of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs. 


Minutes, Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, January 190k. 
? 
Hereafter cited as Minutes, 


the formation of a State Federation. The Minutes for this meeting re- 
port that "The frequent applause and close attention of the auditors 
showed the appreciation of Mrs. Decker's address, and her words of cheer 
and encouragement made a deep impression upon the club women of Wyoming, ns 

The next morning, January 20, business proceeded smoothly as the 
proposed constitution and by-laws were read, and after minor amendments 
were offered and approved, the Constitution and By-Laws of the Wyoming 
Federation were unanimously aicotaate A short recess was then declared 
so that the presidents of those clubs represented at the meeting could 
sign the Constitution, thus making their clubs charter members of the 
Wyoming State Federation of Women's Clubs. The groups which ratified 
the Constitution were: from Cheyenne, the Woman's Club, the Tuesday 
Night Club, the Shakespeare Club, the Saturday Musicale, the Alpha Club, 
the Browning Club, the Young Woman's Club, the Wyoming Woman's Club of 
R.M.S. and the Hospital Aid Society; from Laramie, the Woman's Club and 
the Cecelian Club; from Casper, the Twentieth Century Club; from Wheat- 
land, the W.T.K. Club; from Newcastle, the Owl Club; and from Sheridan, 
the Woman's c1ub,° 

Following the signing of the Constitution, the temporary chairman 
declared the floor open to nominations for the office of President. Mrs. 


Frank N. Shiek of Wheatland, who was declared elected by a majority vote, 


was escorted to the platform, and following a speech of acceptance entered 


lng nutes » January, 190). 
Ovinutes » January, 190), 


Orinutes >» January, 190). 


at once upon her duties, The remaining officers were elected in succes- 
sion with Mrs. B. B. Brooks of Casper as vice-president; Miss Winifred 
Woods of Cheyenne, corresponding secretary; Mrs. B. F. Perkins of 
Sheridan, recording secretary; Mrs. Kate 0. Holmes of Laramie, treas- 
urer; and Mrs. Ellen L. Horton of Newcastle, auditor, ! 

On January 21 the final session of the organizational meeting was 
held, and it was decided by vote of the delegates to seek immediate ad- 
mission to the General Federation of Women's Clubs, The General Federa- 
tion responded favorably, and on March 2, 190 the Wyoming Federation 
was officially enrolled on the membership list of the General Federation.© 

Mrs. Frank N. Shiek, the newly elected president of the Wyoming 
Federation, was a dynamic personality and a very capable leader, Before 
assuming the leadership of the Wyoming Federation she had been the orga- 
nizer and president of the Wheatland W.T.K. Club, which has the distinc- 
tion of being one of the oldest clubs in the State as well as a charter 
member of the Wyoming Federation. Mrs. Shiek, a native of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and a graduate of Wellesley College, had been in Wyoming 
for only four years at the time of her election to the presidency, and 
while unknown to many of the women of Wyoming outside of those in Wheat- 
land and Cheyenne, she brought to them considerable experience gained 
in club work in the East.? 

Tus mutes, January, 190). 
Sneeiy January, 190). 


7 Denver Post, January 2, 190), from a clipping on file in the 
Archives of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, 


During Mrs. Shiek's terms as males of the Federation(190)-1907) 
several notable projects, of which the Federation is justifiably very 
proud, were undertaken and successfully accomplished. Mrs. Shiek before 
moving to Wyoming had been a professor of domestic science at the 
Connecticut Agricultural College!” and thus was understandably quite 
interested in the establishment of such a department at the University 
of Wyoming. The September, 190 convention of the Federation began to 
work on the project immediately, and instructed the president to appoint 
a committee which would consult with the University Trustees on the pos- 
sibility of establishing a domestic science department. -~ Using all avail- 
able means to publicize their intent, the Federation inaugurated a series 
of speeches in support of the proposed plan by members of the University 
faculty, and even organized an orchestra composed of nine young ladies 
who, using various kitchen utensils as instruments, played several pub- 
lic & soi hve The inspired campaigners finally met with success in 
1907 when the University established a scientific and practical course 
in domestic science leading to a Bachelor of Science degrescnc 

In addition to its efforts to obtain a domestic science department 
the Federation concurrently had been petitioning the State Legislature 
to appropriate money for the construction of a dormitory for women at 


the University. In 1907 the Legislature passed a bill which provided 


10 ey. te Ag : 
Denver Post, January 2, 1904, from a clipping on file in the 
Archives of the “yoming Federation of “lomen's Clubs, 


Untinutes, September, 190). 
125 nutes, October, 1906, 


1314 nutes, October, 1908. 


1h 


for the construction of a woments residence hall” and a year later, 

in 1908, the Federation delegates heard a report by the Chairman of the 
Household Economics Committee and Professor of Domestic Science, Miss 
Minnie Stoner, who advised them that the new residence hall was then oc- 
cupied by twenty young ladies in earnest pursuit of a higher aaueati cna 

The fine record of the Federation during its first three years was 
the result of the combined efforts of all the Federation members, but 
a large portion of credit must be given to Mrs. Shiek, who in her cap- 
acity as president demonstrated to the women of the Federation as well 
as to the State in general that she was a person of rare executive abil- 
ity and a born leader of women, Mrs. Shiek went on to become a director 
of the General Federation and later corresponding secretary of that group, 
in addition to being a respected voice in the women's suffrage movement. 
The Wyoming Federation could not have made a wiser choice than Mrs. Shiek 
for its first president, for it profited immeasurably from her wise lead- 
ership in those its formative years, 

Mrs. B. F. Perkins of Sheridan was chosen in 1907 to serve as the 
second president of the Wyoming Federation. A long-time resident of 
Wyominz, Mrs. Perkins was a former president of the Sheridan Woman's Club 
and a respected leader in her community. Having gained valuable exeri- 


ence in Federation work during her previous terms as secretary and 


Le cornve Laws of Wyoming, 1907, Chapter 23. 


Luinutes, October, 1908. 
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vice-president, Mrs. Perkins was well acquainted with the objectives, as 
well as the inner workings of the pacing NS 

Under Mrs. Perkins! guidance the delegates to the Federation's 1908 
annual meeting devoted a large portion of the convention time to discus- 
sion of needed changes in Wyoming's public school program. The group 
was favored with an address by Mrs. C. E. Worthington entitled "The Needs 
of Our Schools." The speaker advocated more room in the schools and 
more money with which to carry on kindergarten snd manual training pro- 
grams, Following Mrs. Worthington's report a discussion period was held 
out of which came a resolution which proposed that "...no school lease 
more than eight rooms and let no teacher have so many pupils that she can- 
not give each one individual attention. Let training of the hand alter- 
nate with training of the head in each day's program"? The group, how- 
ever, finally decided to postpone action on the proposed resolution, and 
voted instead to have its Educational Committee co-operate with the State 
Teacher's Association in petitioning the Governor to appoint an Educa- 
tional Commission of five members "...whose duty it shall be to examine 
carefully the educational aitushion of the State and reconmmend to the 
succeeding Legislature such school legislation as will make the educa- 
Hgnalafaed dds cab ofathe isidtenthe bastepansiD le. Vac 

The 1909 meeting opened on September 28 in Wheatland. Following the 
opening exercises, the introduction of guests and the president's annual 

se cnerest October, 1907. 

17 inutes, October, 1908. 

18.4 nutes, October, 1908. 


address, the committee reports were called for. The Club Extension 
Committee advised the assembled delegates that nine new clubs had joined 
the State Federation since 1905, bringing the number of federated clubs 
up to twenty-four, with a total membership of approximately eight hund- 
enn After this encouraging report, the Traveling Libraries Committee 
advised the delegates that arrangements had been made to send two boxes 
ef beoks to the small towns and ranches of Sheridan consegae.. The com- 
mittee informed the group that this program was necessarily limited to 
only one county because of a lack of funds, and suggested that in order 
to remedy the situation each club should work in its own community to 
secure donations of books which could then be circulated in all parts 
of the State. The club representatives responded favorably to the 
proposal, and one group, the Civic League of Cheyenne, forthwith pledged 
itself to procure and circulate a traveling library in Laramie County, “= 
Mrs. Sarah plateocnweKer, past president of the General Federation 
and an old friend of many of the assembled delegates, was asked to lead 
a discussion on the topic: "Scholarships for College Women." Mrs. Platte- 
Decker began the discussion by presenting a brief resume of work in this 
field done by the Colorado Federation. She reported that the Colorado 
group inaugurated an educational loan fund which in the beginning had 


had total assets of fifty dollars, growing over the years to many times 


yi nutes, September, 1909. 
Ossnutes, September, 1909. 


eliinutes, September, 1909. 


that amount. Noticing a favorable reception to this idea, Mrs, Platte- 
Decker proposed that a committee be appointed to study the feasibility 
of instituting such a program in the Wyoming Federation. Past President 
Shiek dismissed the need for a committee, and led in a spontaneous sub- 
scription contest. The Minutes of the meeting report that "In a very few 
minutes $20 was given for this fonds"? Thus it was that the Wyoming 
Federation's Educational Loan Fund was begun, which continues to the 
present, though in a modified form. 

In the interim between the conventions of 1909 and 1910, the Feder- 
ation's Executive Board set up an administrative organization for the 
Loan Fund, Mrs. Shiek was appointed chairman of the Fund, and made re- 
sponsible for administering the money, with the stipulation that all loans 
were to be made with the approval of the Executive Board. During the 
past year Mrs. Shiek had collected an additional fifty dollars which 
brought the total assets up to $290 by October, 1910. 

During the 1910 meeting the delegates were asked to express their 
wishes in regard to rules which would regulate the granting of loans. Mrs. 
Shiek suggested that the fund be available to either a Wyoming boy or 
girl, though it was tacitly understood that preference would be ziven to 
girls, with loans being made to boys in case there were funds left over 
which had not been applied for, A further limitation was placed on the 
recipient, which in effect stipulated that the student must attend the 
University of Wyoming. An amendment was offered and adopted to this mo- 


tion which provided that ",.. in case money remains in this fund, on 


Sout nutes, October, 1910. 
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March 1st of any school year, it may be loaned for a special education 
outside the State in case that special education could not be obtained 
within the State,"-3 Various minor administrative changes were made over 
the years, but generally speaking the Educational Loan Fund functioned 
under the provisions adopted at the 1910 meeting until the whole program 
was completely reorganized in 195.74 

The Federation's third president(1909-1913), Mrs. Bryant B. Brooks, 
was a native of Ohio who came to Wyoming before the turn of the century 
as the wife of future Governor Bryant B. Brooks(1905-1911). A pioneer 
ranchwoman in Natrona County and one of Casper's leading citizens, Mrs. 
Brooks was present in Cheyenne at the organization of the Wyoming Feder- 
ation, at which time she was elected to serve as its first Vice-President. 
Serving in later years as the custodian of the Educational Loan Fund, 
Mrs. Brooks was singularly honored in 1943 for her more than thirty years 
of loyal service to the Federation when the name of the Loan Fund was 
changed, by action of the Executive Board, to the Mary N. Brooks Educa- 
tional Loan pee 

During Mrs. Brooks! administration the Federation worked on a vari- 


ety of projects, noteworthy among them being a study in 1910 of the causes 


and effects of tuberculosis, After hearing papers written by doctors 


23 
“Minutes, Cctober, 1910. 


1 


eu. 


see below pe 102, 
oUoHORETT Mareh, 1948, p. 1, and Minutes, Executive Board of 
the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, May 18, 1943. Hereafter cited 
as Minutes, Executive Board, 


and public health officials, the Federation decided to join in the cam- 
paign against tuberculosis and contracted to sell 100,000 Christmas seals 
for the Wyoming Tuberculosis in corettontee 

One entire session of the 1911 meeting was devoted to a perusal of 
Wyoming's laws dealing with a number of items which were both diversi- 
fied and totally uncorrelated. A "very animated discussion" of these 
laws was followed by a series of resolutions which urged among other things : 
that the convention endorse the movement for uniform marriage and divorce 
laws; that the Federation inform the State Legislature that it was op- 
posed to the repeal of the law which prohibited saloons in unincorporated 
towns; and that a law be adopted which would bring about the honest label- 
ing of textile fabrics and leathers "... as the people ... spend ... Bight 
Hundred Million Dollars for clothing and shoes and many adulterations are 
known to be used...."! In coneluding the discussion one delegate sug- 
gested that the Federation recommend "... a law to prevent the making of © 
laws "26 Unfortunately, the Federation records do not indicate what 
prompted this drastic proposal nor what, if any, action was taken, 

The Wyoming Federation consistently displayed an interest in the 
doings of other wanen's organizations, and often invited representatives 
of such groups to address the Federation on the purposes of their respec- 


tive groups. The 1912 convention heard such a guest when a member of 


eae vated etc voben 1910. 
2Twinutes, October, 1911. 
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the Daughters of the American Revolution spoke before the Federation's 
delegates and explained that the purpose of her group was not "primarily" 
for the worship of ancestors, or for the study of history but rather to 
promote patriotism "...and to give the children of southern mountaineers 
an opportunity to gain an eetoe tion aaa 
Following this enlightening lecture the delegates proceeded to a 
discussion of Wyoming's highway program and the proposed building by the 
Federal Government of a coast-to-coast highway, A resolution was then 
adopted which endorsed the efforts of the General Federation to have 
this proposed highway named the Lincoln Memorial Highway because ",., 
there exists no adequate memorial to Lincoln, and... the name that shall 
begin this great highway will surely assume an immortal significance." 
Always with an eye on the causes of juvenile delinquency, and believ- 
ing that published accounts of "deeds of violence and acts of crime" tend- 
ed to affect the minds of the "young" and the "susceptible," the Federation 
in the final minutes of the 1912 meeting accepted a resolution which pro- 
tested the "undue" publicity of Sanne acts and asked the newspapers 
of the State ",..hersafter [tof refrain from giving undue prominence to 
accounts of such criminal acts."-* 


Mrs. R. A. Morton of Cheyenne, who was to serve the Federation as 


its president for the next four years(1913-1917)was the inmediate past 


2Arinutes, October, 1912. 
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recording secretary as well as a former General Federation Director. 
Mrs. Morton was born and raised in Kamsas, and did not come to Wyoming 
until 1903, at which time she was employed as a teacher in the Cheyenne 
public school system. The year after her last term as Federation pres- 
ident, Mrs, Morton was elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
in which capacity she served several most distinguished ween 

Having long been interested in Wyoming's educational problems and 
policies, the Federation at the behest of Mrs. Morton and its Education- 
al Committee, adopted a resolution which directed the Educational Com- 
mittee ",..to draw up papers to be used to secure publicity and legislation 
for: (1) a state education fund; (2) a rural school standard...3 (3) the 
establishment of 'teacherages'; () competent rural teachers; and (5) con- 
finement of the duties of the state superintendent to the school system 
wholly. ..."33 

The next year, 1915, the Federation was host to an Educational Con-= 
ference. Opening the conference, Dr. Ee N. Hamilton of Greybull discussed 
the rural school situation in Wyoming and offered several suggestions as 
to how the Wyoming public school system in general might be improved. 
Miss Edith Clark, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, followed 
Dr. Hamilton, and reported on the School Code Commission, created by the 

tate Legislature in 1915 largely in answer to the resolutions adopted 
ecora HM. Beach, Women of Wyoming (Casper, 1927), II, hh. 


33yimutes, October, 191). 


Ly 


by the Federation at its 191) meeting, which was to inquire into Wyoming's 
school laws and the future needs of Wyoming schools," As the Federation 
was primarily responsible for the appointment of the Commission, it was 
asked and agreed to assist the Commission in conducting a preliminary 
survey of the State's school needs, particularly from the point of view 
of the individual citizen, so that the Commission might know what the 
people themselves felt was needed in the way of Aninrovenantsee? 

The president's anual report, delivered by Mrs. Morton at the 1916 
meeting, outlined both the accomplishments of past years and the plans 
for the coming one. The first issue taken up concerned an amendment pro- 
viding for statewide prohibition which the 1917 Legislature would be 
asked to submit to the people for their vote. The Federation was very 
much in favor of the proposed amendment and was determined to get it be- 
fore the voters of Wyoming. This feeling manifested itself in a resolu- 
tion which, designed to determine the position of each legislative candidate 
on this issue, read in part: "Will,you, or will you not, support a bill 
submitting State Wide /sic/ Prohibition to the voters of the state in 
1918? Failure to reply will indicate that you do not, and will not sup= 
port such [a/ pi11.136 What the Federation intended to do with this in- 
formation was not made clear, but it may be assumed that they possibly 
would use it, in the coming state elections, either for or against each 


candidate, depending on how he answered. 


Zlivs nutes, October, 1915. 
344 nutes, October, 1915. 
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The second resolution approved by the delegates gave support to the 
efforts of various civic-minded groups "to improve the moving picture 
shows ">! This move was largely the result of Mrs. Horton's disclosures 
on the indifferent attitude toward the pictures! subject matter of people 
closely connected with the motion picture industry, ranging from the ac- 
tors who made the pictures to the theatre owners who showed them. Illus- 

rating her point, Mrs. Morton quoted a theatre owner who maintained that 
"the public demands a picture a little 'off-color'." This same ower 
then protested that it made no difference anyway since in the end "right 
triumphantly won." Mrs. Morton answered this by asserting that "no goed 
can the knowledge of such evils bring to our boys and girls. There are 
many things ... which it is better not to know until habits and character 
are fully formedeno” In conclusion, Mrs. Morton pointed out that if 
every clubwoman in the State vould stop as she left the theatre either 
to commend or to condemn the picture just seen, "... it would be but a 
short time until an improvement could be erica to 

By the time the 1917 meeting convened in October, the United States 
had been engaged for some months in the war which ticedrow Wilson hoped 
would "make the world safe for cemocracy." The Federation bent on doing 
its part for the war effort naturally vas most concerned at this meeting 
with drawing up plans which would guide its members during the duration 


of the war. Several speakers were heard on such tcpics as "The Gospel 


Ph mates, October, 1916. 
38 
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of the Clean Plate" in which Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard, of the University 
of Wyoming, urged the women to make every effort to conserve fcod. Dr. 
Hebard was followed by former Governor Brooks who in his address en- 
titled "They Alse Serve Who Wait" pointed out the many jobs which in time 


WO ap. 


of a national emergency covld and should be taken over by women. 
ter hearing these speakers, the delegates adopted several "war" resolu- 
tions, resolving to purchase Liberty Bonds and promising to "... lend all 
possible co-operation in the matter of food conservation during the period 
of the war wll Finally, they resolved to secure speakers for local club 
meetings "... who can give correct information and impartial interpreta- 
tions of political, military, industrial and social activities, /and/ 
who can inspire patriotism and arouse sry a wags 

The Federation, however, found time also to give their active sup- 
port to the prohibition amendment which the Legislature had agreed to 
put before the voters in the 1918 election, and to give official approval 
and support to the national movement then under way which advocated full 
suffrage for ini 0 

Mrs. C. S. Parks, elected during the 1917 convention, was to serve 
as the Federation's president from 1917 to 1919. Born in Vermont, Mrs. 


Parks moved to Chicago when still a child and considered herself a Mid- 


westerner rather than an Easterner. She came to Wyoming in 1889 as the 


Minutes, October, 1917. 
\ 
aaiatess October, 1917. 
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bride of Sanmel Parks, then president of the First National Bank of 
Lender, 4 Having previously served the Federation in the capacities of 
auditor and treasurer, Mrs. Parks brought to her administration a keen 
awareness of the problems confronting the Federation as it girded itself 
to meet the challenge of wartime operation. 

Americanization of the alien residents of Wyoming keynoted the first 
year of Mrs. Parks! administration. Many "foreigners" had moved into 
Wyoming in the years immediately preceding the turn of the century, and 
more could be expected as new ee were started in the State. The 
Federation, feeling that these prospective citizens would become better 
citizens if they were Americanized before being naturalized, adopted a 
resolution at its 1918 meeting which asked the ",.. Legislature of Wyoming 
to enact such legislation at the earliest possible date which will pro- 
vide funds to assist all local communities in organizing and conducting 
free public night school for adult foreigners," As was pointed out in 
an earlier part of this resolution, the various school systems over the 
State were without sufficient funds to inaugurate such programs them- 
selves, and would require a sizable allocation of money from the State 
if such a plan were to be put into effect. 

In October, 1919, World War I having been over for almost a year, 
the Federation turned to working for peace and the rehabilitation of re- 


turned servicemen, The delegates to the 1919 convention also renewed 
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their pleas for equalization of urban and rural schools. In many sparse- 
ly settled rural areas there were not enough students of high-school age 
to warrant the construction and maintenance of either a school plant or 
instructors. As a result students residing in such areas were forced 

to go into nearby communities to attend high school. In many cases the 
students who chose to attend the city schools had to leave the school 
district in which they resided, thus enabling the city schools to charge 
a tuition fee which the parents were obliged to pay if their children 
were to continue their education, This policy was notoriously unfair 

to the tax-payer who was assessed for the support of local schools which 
COyld not or did not provide the services to which the tax-payers! children 
were entitled. The Federation, a large part of whose membership could 

be classified as living in rural areas, debated the feasibility of re- 
quiring each school district to set up a high school program, but the 
delegates decided that this would be impracticable if not impossible. 
Instead, the Federation adopted a resolution entreating the Legislature 
to take action on the problem which would provide "... that rural dist- 
rict boards be required to pay the tuition of children who, to obtain a 
High Scheol education, must attend school outside the districts in which 
they reside.n.46 In this way the parents would be relieved of the extra 
expense, and those children who previously could not go on to high school 
for financial reasons, would thus be assured of an opportunity for further 


schooling o 


h6 


eit epenant February, 1921, p. 2. The Legislature in 1921 passed a 
bill which required districts not maintaining high schools to pay the tuition 
fees of all pupils who wished to attend school in another district. 

Session Laws of Wyoming, 1921, Chapter 29. 
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Mrs. Lin I. Noble of Thermopolis, the sixth president of the Fede- 
ration, 1919-1921, was elected at the 1919 convention at Lusk. Mrs. 
Noble, former secretary and vice-president of the Federation, was born 
and raised in Towa, 8 She was associated with her husband in the news- 
paper business in Thermopolis for many years before becoming president 
of the Federation, and as a natural result of this journalistic interest 
she wanted the Federation to publish some sort of paper or magazine 
which would reach all the members, 

When Mrs. Noble became president of the Federation, she and the 
Executive Board began immediately to plan such a publication, and due 
to her efforts and the generosity of Mr. Noble who owned the Thermopolis 
Independent, the first issue of The Wyoming Clubwoman, edited by Mrs. 
Noble, rolled off the presses of the Independent in February, 1920. The 
membership was asked to pay a subscription price of twenty-five cents 
per year, which monies along with funds raised through the sale of ad- 
vertising space were to be the Clubwoman's source of financial suoport. 49 

When the Clubwanan began publication, the Thermopolis Indenendent 
contracted tc publish it for $8 per issue, or $576 for twelve issues. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Noble sold his paper in April, 1920, and the new man- 
agement did not feel that they could continue publication for that price. 

Mrs. Noble, realizing that her operating funds could not possibly cover 


an increase in production costs, offered to do the wrapping, addressing 
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L8crubwoman, February, 1920, p. l. 


20 


and mailing of each issue herself. Under those conditions the Independent's 


management agreed to print the Clubwoman for $47.50 per issue. Even this 
did not solve the financial problem, and Mrs, Noble took another step in 
the interests of economy by combining the months of May-June and July- 
August into two issues instead of four. By October, 1920, Mrs. Noble 
was beginning to be somewhat discouraged, as after only eight months the 
eripeian was $64 in the red. The members! subscriptions had proved very 
disappointing with only 5l) subscribing out of a Federation membership 
of almost 2,000. In her annual report as the Clubuoman's editor Mrs. 
Noble put the matter squarely up to the membership, suggesting that each 
club take the initiative in securing subscriptions for all their members 
by including the subscription price in annual club oe The 1920 Con- 
vention voted to raise the price of the Clubwoman to fifty cents per 
year, but no action was taken at that time on the proposed compulsory 
subscription of all members, and the Clubwoman was left on an issue to 
issue basis, which though most unsatisfactory was the best the staff 
could eoneanet 

The Federation's Minutes of the 1921 meeting contain the following 
item: "After a talk [no mention of content was made/ by Mrs. Noble on 
the feasibility of an Endowment Fund the motion was made and seconded 


that the Federation establish an endowment fund for the purposes of car- 


ing for expenses of the Federation....™ This abbreviated account of 
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the initiation of the Endownent Fund tends to minimize the tremendous 
amount of work done prior to the convention by Mrs. Noble and the Exec- 
utive Board, From the very beginning of the Federation seventeen years 
earlier, it was a dream, a hope and a belief that some day there would 
be a way of financing the Federation other than a dependence wholly on 
the cues of the clubs, Several plans had been proposed, but no success- 
ful solution was reached until Mrs. Nobdle,.while attending a General 
Federation convention, heard about the endowment funds established in 
other state federations, Believing that such a plan would work for the 
Wyoming Federation, Mrs. Noble drew up plans and presented them to the 
delegates at the 1921 meating. As set up aire: Noble and the Execu- 
tive Board, and accepted by the Convention, the goal of the fund was to 
be $10,000, which would 7 donated over a period of years by the indi- 
vidual clubs, Until $2,500 had been subscribed and paid the fund would 
not be used, but when this amount had been obtained the money was to be 
invested, with the interest to be paid into the Federation treasury 
primarily to help defray the expense of the-President's visits to the 
individual clubs.?3 

In the interim between the 1921 convention and that of 1922 the 
trustees of the Endowment Fund were appointed and consisted of the Fed- 
eration's president, treasurer and a custodian who would serve at the 
pleasure of the president. Mrs. E. Richard Shipp, the first custodian, 
had sent letters to all clubs during the year, and by the time of the 


1922 convention was able to report that $710.62 had been collected. 


ne 
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The second year's work brought in an additional $922.26 for a total of 
$1,632 during the first two years of the Fundts atatancebas 
Mrs. Noble, through considerable personal sacrifice and devotion 
beyond the call of duty, contributed two institutions to the Federation 
which over the years have proved of inestimable value. The Endownent 
Fund and the Clubwoman are both so necessary to the successful perform- 
ance of the Federation that it is hard to understand how the organiza- 
tion existed for nearly twenty years without either. No greater service 
could be asked than that generously given by Mrs. Noble who willingly 
spent untold hours handwrapping and addressing thousands of coniee of 4 
the Clubwoman and who modestly said of her contribution: "It may seem 
that it is a lot of work at the time..., yet in after ise it acann so 
worth while, and leaves such pleasant memories.,.. I am not young in 
years any more, and memories mean a great deal at this state in life.” 
Mrs. W. V. Gagé of Worland was elected in convention in 1923 to 
serve as the Federation's seventh president for the years 1923 to 1925, 
Mrs, Gage, a native of Wisconsin, married Dr. Gage in Alliance, Nebraska, 
where he was a surgeon for the Burlington Railroad, After living in 
Nebraska for some years the family moved to Worland where Mrs. Gage 
started her long career of service to the Wyoming Federation, Before 


being elected president of the Federation, she had served as the record- 


ing secretary and vice-president, thus bringing six years of previous 


Slypeports of the Endowment Fund, 192), 1937, 1950," on file in the 
Archives of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs. 
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experience to her office. 

When Mrs. Gage assumed her presidential duties she was immediately 
confronted with the problem of what to do about the Clubwanan. The pro- 
posal to make subscription for all members automatic through a raise in 
local club dues had not met with any large measure of success, and the 
Clubwoman had been forced to limit its publication to four issues per 
ego In April, 192) Mrs. Gage called a meeting of the Executive 
Board to discuss the perilous position of the Clubwoman, for there was 
no money left with which to continue publication, and no immediate solu- 
tion in sight. The Board proposed that the Federation vote a raise in 
dues at its 192) meeting which would include the price of the Clubwoman 
for each member .?° This suggestion won the unanimous approval of the 
Board, but while it provided a possible solution for future years, the 
fact remained that there was no immediate prospect of financial aid, 
Consequently, the Clubwoman suspended publication in March, 1925, pend- 
ing the outcome of the proposed increase in dues. 

The 192) convention agreed to the twenty-five cent raise in dues, 29 
but "owing to the dues covering subscriptions in the Clubwoman coming 


60 


in so slowly there were no funds available for publishing same," 


5 otf ormation in a letter to the author from Mrs. W. V. Gage, 
February 1, 1956. 
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Thus for over a year the Clubwoman was not in print, but by November, 
1925, with a new Federation president and a new editor who was equipped 
with adequate funds, the Clubwoman made its pespesarance: = and has not 
since been forced to discontinue publication, 

The Endowment Fund fared considerably better than the Clubwoman dur- 
ing its early years, and by the close of 192); $2500 had been raised and 
invested in United States Government Bonds, = Mrs. Shipp, the first cus- 
todian, resigned in 1925 and Mrs. Noble, the "mother" of the Fund was 
appointed to serve as its second enetori ane 

Mrs. T. S. Taliaferro, Virginia born eighth president of the Wyoming 
Federation, began her Federation work in Rock Springs, where she was a 
charter member of the Rock Springs Delta Meta Delphian Club. She served 
the Federation as its treasurer and vice-president before succeeding to 
the presidency in 1905, 04 

During Mrs. Taliaferro's two year term (1925-27), the Federation re- 
vived its efforts to secure better education for alien residents of 
Wyoming. Both the 1926 and the 1927 meetings adopted resolutions urging 
that the United States government take the lead in providing funds for 
the education of immigrants in the basic principles inherent in a demo- 


cratic form of governnent, in this way better preparing them for full 


é 
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citizenship. © 

Still seeking improvement in the educational world, the Federation 
during this same two-year period endorsed the Sterling-Reid Bill which 
provided among other things for the establishment of a Federal Depvartment 
of Education, with a secretary holding cabinet rank to be appointed by 
the President of the United States, 

A final resolution offered in 1926 and reaffirmed by the 1927 con- 
vention, put the organization on record as being "unalterably" opposed 
to any further extension of fellowstone National Park, ©7 The Federation 
went on to explain its position on this issue by saying that any further 
extension would impose an "unjust and unnecessary hardship" on people 
living immediately outside of the Park boundaries, as well as on the 
State of Wyoming which would be deprived of a sizable amount of taxable 
land. In conclusion the Fedsration enthusiastically commended the action 
of the State Legislature, which in pointing out that sixty-two per cent 
of Wyoming was already under federal control, asked the United States 
Government to cede all remaining public lands within the State back to 
Wyoming and its bocereens 

Blected at the 1927 convention, Mrs. Guy J. Gay, who served as Fed- 
eration president from 1927-1929, was born in Iowa. She came to Wyoming 
as @ young woman, and after living and working in Lusk for a few years, 


she and two other young ladies bought out the owner of the Lusk Abstract 
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and Loan Company, this being the "... first enterprise of its kind in 
the State of Wyoming that was owned and operated by young women, "99 
Later moving to Casper with her husband, Mrs. Gay helped found the De- 
partmental Club of Casper. From this beginning she went on to become 
recording secretary, vice-president and finally president of the Wyoning 
Federation, (0 
Immediately following the 1927 convention, the new president called 
a meeting of the Executive Board to discuss the possibility of appointing a 
a commission, composed of past presidents of the Federation, which would 
work with the State Department of Commerce and Industry for the promotion 
of Wyoming products, + The committee which was appointed, made up of 
Mrs. Taliaferro, Mrs. Noble and Mrs. Brooks, began working on a promotion 
scheme b y which the Federation could acquaint its members with the wide 
variety of consumer goods which were grown or manufactured entirely in 
Wyoming. The delegates to the 1928 convention, then, adopted a resolu- 
tion promising "to consider Wyoming products in every instance possible, 
to urge other wanen of the State to do the same, and to encourage in 
every wespect the development of our beloved Staten? 
The "Presidents! Breakfast" which was held one morning during the 
convention was a perfect vehicle for the purposes of the Wyoming products 
promotion committee. A breakfast which would feature only Wyoming prod- 


ucts was arranged. When the club presidents and guests assembled for the 
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breakfast at the Connor Hotel in Laramie in September, 1929, they were 

_ Served such items as Thermopolis cantaloupe, Snake River strawberry pre- 
serves, Casper bacon and Sweetwater eggs, As souvenirs they were given 
sample Wyoming products such as a "piece" of Wyoming wool, a small bag 
of Wyoming flour and a cube of Wyoming sugar, /? The Wyoming Products 
Breakfast was an instantaneous success and since its initiation in 1929 
has become a traditional event. 

In 1929 the Federation voted to continue its campaign for the sup- 
port of Wyoming industries, pledging its ",.. hearty support to furthering 
a greater development of Wyoming." 74 The attitude of Wyoming's clubwomen 
was best summed up in a very clever article which appeared in the Club- 


woman under the title "What is Wrong With Wyoming?" 


Nothing is wrong with Wyoming, except entirely too many of us 

get up in the morning at the alarm of a Connecticyt clock, button a 

pair of Ohio suspenders to a pain of Chicago pants. Put on a pair 

of Massachusetts shoes, wash in a Pittsburgh tin basin, using Cin- 
, cinnati soap, and a cotton towel made in New Hampshire, sit down 
to a Grand Rapids table, eat pancakes made from Minneapolis flour 
spread with Vermont maple syrup, and Kansas bacon fried on a St. 
Louis stove. Buy fruit put uo in California, seasoned with Rhode 
Island spices, and sweetendd with Colorado sugar. Put on a hat 
made in Philadelphia, hitch a Detroit mule fed on Oklahoma gaso- 
line to an Ohio plow and work all day on a Wyoming farm covered 
with a New England mortgage, send our money to Ohio for tires, and 
at night we crawl under a New Jersey blanket to be kept awake by 
a bull dog, the only home grown product on the place, wondering 
all the time where all the money went in this wonderful state of 
ours. If we all would buy more Home Manufactured products, patron- 
ize Home-Owned stores and cut out buying from foreign=-qwned chain 
stores we could keep our money home and be prosperous, 
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During its first twenty-five years the Federation had proved itself 
equal to almost every situation with which it was confronted, ranging 
from the publication of a newspaper to the waging of a successful cam- 
paign to adopt statewide prohibition. While the organization was not 
always successful in gaining its specific objective, as a general rule 
it managed to obtain some sort of satisfaction, though it might be only 
a promise light-heartedly given. However, persistency was an attribute 
of the group, and once an opening had been made, a beachhead was estab- 
lished and the Federation would maintain its position against seemingly 
insurmountable odds. The Wyoming Federation had risen to a position of 


power in the State, and as a force to be reckoned with was accorded the 


recognition it deserved. 


CHAPTER IT 
THROUGH DEPRESSION AND WAR 


In a nationwide climate which was marked by complacency and self- 
satisfaction, the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. E. C. Raymond, began its second quarter-century in 1929, 
with a membership of over 2000 women. The Federation had its full share 
of hope and optimism for the future. There was little desire on the part 
of most groups or individuals to scrutinize too closely conditions which 
might dull the general pleasure as Americans casually surveyed the "state 
of the Nation," and pronounced it sound, 

The newly elected president, Mrs. Raymond, wife of Wyoming jurist 
EB. C. Raymond of the 7th judicial district of Wyoming, came to Wyoming 
with her husband in 1910. She was an active member of both the Twenti- 
eth Century Club and the Library Club of Newcastle. She served the Fed- 
eration as its treasurer, second vice-president and first vice-president 
before being elected to serve as president from 1929 to 1931. Upon her 
death in 1933, Judge Raymond presented his wife's State President's pin 
to the Federation to be worn by each succeeding State President during 
her term of office. Know as the Marion E. Raymond Memorial Pin, it is 
presented with appropriate ceremony at the installation of each new Fed- 


‘ nel earned 
eration president. 
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In her acceptance speech, Mrs. Raymond had stated that the "Preser-= 
vation of Wyoming's Natural Resources" would be the main objective of her 
administration.é However, a little over a month after Mrs. Raymond as- 
sumed her responsibilities as Federation president came the Stock Market 
crash, and with the "crash" the Federation turned to problems of national 
rather than sectional interest. Following the lead of the General Feder- 
ation, Wyoming's Federation adopted a resolution which protested the con- 
sideration by the Congress of the United States of any legislation which 
would legalize ",..price contracts or combinations between producers or 
manufacturers and their vendees, which contracts have for their purpose 
the fixing of prices below which commodities may not be lawfully sold to 
the consumer, as being destructive of free and open competition and injur- 
ious to the best interests of the American consuming public, "3 A bill to 
legalize such price contracts between manufacturers and distributors had 
been introduced in Congress by special interest groups whose main concern 
was the stabilization of prices on manufactured goods which had been de-~ 
clining at an alarming rate, causing unrest and unemployment in many in- 
dustries. Both the General Federation and the Wyoming Federation realized 
that some such move would perhaps be beneficial to the nationwide economy, 
but they were opposed to such a measure on principle, maintaining that it 
would be a violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust law and if allowed to pass 


would set a dangerous precedent that would be harmful to the nation. 
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Nevertheless, the Wyoming Federation, a short time later, did not oppose 
Franklin D, Roosevelt's N.R.A. legislation, although it embodied what they 
had found objectionable earlier. 

The 1931 convention adopted two resolutions aimed at relieving to 
some extent the economic, social and political unrest in the United States 
brought to the surface because of severe dapression conditions, The first 
of the resolutions endorsed "...a continuation of the policy of restricted 
inmigretion with preference quotas which safeguard the interests of the 
United States." This provision echoed the growing sentiment of a nation 
whose unemployment having reached unequaled heights,° resented the intro- 
duction of immigrants who would increase a labor force which could not 
even then be employed. ! 

The Communist threat which had been exhaustively investigated and 
effectively propagendized by a Congressional Committee headed by Republi- 
can Hamilton Fish of New York, provided the incentive for the second of 
the resolutions adopted by the Federation in 1931. The group asked the 
Federal Government: 

First, To provide for the enlarged authority and additional ap- 


propriations for the Department of Justice that it may keen in touch 
with Communist activities, and 


Minutes, September, 1931. 
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when it was decided that the United States had no more need for southern 
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Second, To provide for the strengthening of our immigration laws 
to prevent the admission of Communists into the United States and to 
provide for the deportation of alien Communists by due process of law; 
my BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we earnestly labor to so alleviate 
our own social conditions that gur soil shall not be fertile for the 
growth of insidious propaganda, 

Entering upon her duties as the eleventh president of the Federation 
(1931-1933), Mrs. A. C. Meloney, born in Nebraska and raised in Wyoming, 
had already gained a ealiatls insight into her new position through prior 
service as the Federation's Legislative Chairman, Secretary, and Vice- 
President. A competent business woman, Mrs. Meloney is presently Vice-~ 
President of the Security State Bank of Basin, as well as being the 
Republican National Committeewoman for Wyoming and the Treasurer of the 
1956 Republican National Convention.” 

The 1932 meeting of the Federation in continuing its study of the 
quality of motion pictures and their effect on the young people of the 
nation, came to the conclusion that "... public condemnation of motion 
pictures results only in increased patronage ."10 Realizing that the "banned 
in Boston" technique was playing into the hands of the motion picture in- 
dustr}#!s advertisers and promoters, the Federation in conjunction with the 
General Federation's Motion Picture Department, which offered listings of 


approved pictures, resolved to agitate in local communities for the showing 
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of only those motion pictures which had received the General Federation's 
11 


seal of approval, 

The Federation in 1932 also launched a campaign to protect one of 
Wyoming's greatest assets, her scenic beauty. Roadside billboards were 
becoming an increasingly popular method of mass advertising, and Wyoming 
had attracted its share. In its formal denouncement, the Federation 
stressed the fact that not only were the indiscriminately placed billboards 
detracting from the scenery, but were also providing out-of-state adver- 
tising firms with considerable revenue which should be kept in Wyoming. 
Feeling that Wyoming should derive some benefit from the billboards, a 
resolution was approved favoring legislation which would require "... the 
placing of all billboards on the assessor's list of taxable property, "1° 
The Federation went even further in its effort to maintain the roadside 
beauty of Wyoming, and with the cooperation of the State Highway Department, 
town councils and civic organizations, it initiated a statewide campaign to 
clean up and make attractive the approaches to Wyoming's towns. In evalu- 
ating this program, Mrs. Meloney said it "... was very successful, as many 
will remember the city dumps that formerly greeted tourists when they ap- 
proached our communities, but which are no longer there 13 

The Federation's twelfth president(1933-1935), Mrs. R. A. Ferguson, 


came to Wheatland, Wyoming, in 1902 as a young girl. She joined the 
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Wheatland W. T. K. Club in 1913, and in 1925 she was elected to her first 
office, that of auditor, in the Federation. From that office she suc- 
ceeded to the offices of treasurer, then second vice-president, first 
vice-president and finally prenidentee 

By 193 the Educational Loan Fund had received contributions total- 
ing almost $13,000 and had loaned to deserving students from all over the 
State approximately $43,000. Most of the loans had been repaid, but there 
were some which were still outstanding, and according to Mrs. Brooks, the 
Custodian, the prospects for recovery of the funds were slight. In view 
of this fact, the Federation decided to reorganize the Fund, placing more 
direct responsibility on those individual clubs which recommended prospec- 
tive recipients, The plan which was proposed and accepted provided that 
an Educational Loan Committee be appointed for each club whose duty it 
would be to ".., ascertain the merits of the applicant for a loan, physi- 

, cally and mentally and morally as well as to the stability of purpose, be- 
fore endorsing such a loan.... It is the sense of this body that the 
responsibility of the club does not end until the loan is paid, wt? 

During the Federation's 1935 meeting came the announcement that the 
Wyoming Women's Joint Legislative Council, first proposed at the Federa- 
tion's 1935 meeting, having held an organizational meeting late in 193), 
was now ready for action, This Council as envisioned by the Wyoming 


Federation would act as a clearing house for all member women's organizations 


Sra oration in a letter to the author from Mrs. R. A. Ferguson, 
January 30, 1956. 
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who were interested in State legislative matters. In joining together 


the women's groups in the State would be able to present a united front 


on particular issues of common interest, thus increasing their chances 
for success, 20 According to the Council's Constitution, "Membership in 
this Council does not in any way infringe upon individual legislative 
activities on the part of any member organization in the Counci1, 1? 


Members thus were not compelled to support all legislation endorsed by 


the Council, nor were they forbidden to work for legislation not supported 


by the Council. This group which grew out of the Federation's desire for 


unity of action on the part of many women's groups has proved a credit to 
its parent organization, and in assuming the lead in proposing various 
legislative changes in Wyoming, has achieved a distinguished record on 
laws adopted, or defeated, as the case may be. 

Mrs. E. K. Morrow of Clearmont was elected to serve the Federation 
as president from 1935 to 1937. A native of Ohio, Mrs. Morrow lived in 
Maine, New York, and Shanghai before moving to Wyoming in 1919. In rem- 
iniscing about her election to the presidency, Mrs. Morrow reports that 
on the morning of election day former president Mrs. B. B. Brooks whis- 
pered "Do you want to be President?" "Yes," Mrs. Morrow replied, "if 


that is where God wants me 28 


16 yn EwCmans November, 193), p. 11, and "History of the Joint 
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Not having served as a Federation officer before being elected 
president, Mrs. Morrow was obliged to rely on her own ingenuity and the 
loyal support of her fellow officers, many of whom were also new to the 
Federation's administrative ranks. However, the Federation continued to 
function smoothly, and Mrs, Morrow, a santatoe great charm and wit, proved 
to be a most capable leader, 

The Federation's biggest project for 1935-1936 was the sponsorship 
of the Whitman-Spalding Historical Momment in Sublette County, Wyoming. 
This marker was planned as a tribute to the courage of those pioneer women 
who followed the Oregon Trail westward in the early part of the nineteenth 
century, In particular this monument was to commemorate the passage of 
the first two white wonen through Wyoming. In 1836 Narcissa P, Whitman 
and Eliza H, Spalding, the brides of two missionaries, Dr. Marcus Whitman 
and the Reverend H. H. Spalding, paused on their long trek westward at 
the Grand Rendezvous on the Green River, near present-day Daniel, Wyoming. 
The following entry appeared in Mrs. Whitman's journal on July 6, 1836: 
"Arrived at Rendezvous. As soon as I alighted from my horse I was met by 
a company of Indian matrons one after another shaking hands and saluting 
me with a hearty kiss.... They gave Sister Spalding the same greeting. 
The Indians say they like us very much and thank God that we have come to 
live among them." 

The Federation, at the request of Dr. Grace R. Hebard, an early member 


of the University of Wyoming faculty and historian extraordinary of the 
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pioneer West, concurred in the feeling that it was both fitting and proper 
that a marker to the two "pioneer Christian women" should be placed where 
they spent the longest time on their march across Wyoming, and agreed to 
sponsor the project.°° The Federation's campaign was successful, and on 
July 25, 1936, the monument was unveiled, with an appropriate tablet pre- 
sented by the Federation as the gift of Wyoming women, inscribed to "The 
heroic women of all time who carry the torch of friendship into a strange 
land that those who follow may find friends."@1 

The highlight of the 1937 convention was the stand taken by the 
Federation on law enforcement in Wyoming. Governor L. A. Miller and 
State Legislative Chairman, Mrs. Fred A. Boice, Sr., in making strong 
pleas for better law enforcement stressed the necessity for bringing the 
pressure of public opinion to bear on local, county and state authorities 
to compel them to enforce the law. Governor Miller in asking the aid of 
the women of the State in achieving better observance and enforcement of 
Wyoming's laws emphasized the fact that the statutes already on the books 
were quite adequate, the tault lying rather in the inability of enforce- 
ment officials to obtain the public's support in their endeavors to ex- 
ecute the laws. 


In expressing their views on law enforcement the delegates resolved 


to attempt to educate the people in the matter of their civic responsibility 


2045 nutes, September, 1936, and Clubwoman, August, 1936, p. 1. 
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to observe the laws and further "That as a contribution to the betterment 
of our citizenship all possible pressure shall be brought to bear upon 
local ... officials who are closely in touch with conditions, which are, 
or could become a menace to an ideal society, for ths purpose of impress- 
ing upon such officials their responsibilities in these affairs..,..%@> 
Mrs. L. H. Bump of Torrington, a native of Kansas and a school teacher 
by profession, came to Wyoming in 1907. Living first in Cheyenne where 
she served as president of the Women's Club of the Railway Mail Associa- 
tion, she later moved to Torrington where she was a charter member and 
the first president of the Torrington Woman's Club. Prior to her election 
as president for the years 1937-1939, she was the Federation's recording 
secretary and first Piet nrenidantted 
In November, 1931, the Washington Memorial National Carillon at 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, already a national institution, asked the 
members of the iychaing Federation if they would like to have a Wyoming 
State Bell, The Washington Carillon, begun in 1926, was to be composed 
of bells presented by each state in the Union in memory of the United 
States! first president. The proposed Wyoming Bell was to cost $500, and 
the Federation, as representative of several thousand Wyoming women, was 


asked to sponsor the fund-raising campaign,<? 


23sinutes, September, 1937. 
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A. C. Meloney, on file in the Archives of the Wyoming Federation of 
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Mrs. Meloney, then president of the Federation, appointed a fund- 
raising chairman in January, 1932, who began her campaign by asking each 
federated club to pledge a sum to the fund which would be in proportion 
to the club's membership, 

During the early years of the depression the Carillon Fund accumu- 
lated very slowly, and late in 1937 shortly after Mrs. Bump became pres- 
ident the $500 goal was still $100 from completion. In searching for a 
solution to the problem, the Executive Board suggested that each federa- 


ted-club might hold a Dime Day for the Fund.2° 


This suggestion was adop- 
ted by the local clubs, and by the end of 1938 the $500 goal had been 
reached, Mrs. Bump then sent the final payment to the director of the 
Washington Memorial Chapel, and arrangements were made for casting the 
bell. Services were held on July 30, 1939, at Valley Forge, with the 
Wyoming State Bell being presented in absentia by the Wyoming Federation 
of Women's Clubs, on behalf of its members and the citizens of the State 
of Wyoming! 

In 1939, the second year of Mrs. Bump's administration, the Federa- 
tion emerged victorious from a battle, or at least a skirmish, with the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D. C., which had been going on for 
a number of years. In 1891 the British Suffrage Association sent two il- 
luminated messages of congratulations to the women of Wyoming, congratu- 


lating them on having been the first women in the United States to receive 


26s4nutes, Executive Board, October 2, 1937. 


ela Program for the Presentation and Dedication of the Wyoming Bell 
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equal suffrage. The documents did not, however, stay long in Wyoming, 

but curiously enough no one seems to know the circumstances surrounding 
their leaving the State. Matters came to a head when it was announced 
that the messages were to be removed from the Smithsonian Institution and 
placed in the newly created Suffrage Library in the Library of Congress. 
Feeling that the documents belonged, both morally and legally to the State 
of Wyoming, the Federation brought pressure to bear on the Smithsonian 
Institution by way of Senator Joseph C. ‘O'Mahoney, who was contacted by 
the Federation officials and asked to do all possible to expedite the early 
return of the wayward documents, Contacting the Smithsonian officials, 
Senator O'Mahoney was advised that the messages were being returned to 
Wyoming at an early date, but that some delay had occurred as the ",,, 
specimens were here on loan fron the National Association [Suffrage/ and 
permission of the board of that organization had to be secured before the 
specimens could be sent to Wooing. "ae On May 11, 1939, the Wyoming 
Eagle carried a front page story describing the return of the documents to 
Wyoming. In reporting the event, the Eagle commended the Federation for 
the part it played in securing the return of the messages for placement 
in the Wyoming State Library, and cited the papers as an invaluable addi- 
tion to Wyoming's collection of historical materials. The Clubwoman emili- 
antly editorialized that the success of the campaign illustrated once 


again"the virtue of persistency" which had paid off time and again in 


2lcopy of a letter fron G..G. Abbot, Secratary of the Smithsonian 
Institution to Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney, May 6, 1939. 
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matters which had not been immediately settled to the complete satisfac- 
tion of the Federation and its menbers.°? 

Mrs. John W. Jordan of Cheyenne, President of the Wyoming Federation 
from 1939-191, was born and educated in Pennsylvania. She came West as 
a bride in pioneer days well before the turn of the century to a cattle 
ranch northwest of Cheyenne. Before assuming the presidency of the Fed- 
eration Mrs, Jordan had served at one time or another in practically all 
the Federation offices, and though she was in her seventies when elected 
Federation president, she handled her arduous duties with zest, display- 
ing a vigorousness which was the envy of those in her official family 
who were many years her junior.?0 

During Mrs. Jordan's administration, the Wyoming Federation was to 
devote full time to helping the General Federation of Woman's Clubs cele- 


brate its golden anniversary. The nationwide celebrations were to take 


place during the years 1939-191 for the purpose of building an educa- 
tional program in which every club and each state federation poeta ceria 
cipate. The General Federation was primarily interested in placing 
before its members as well as the people of the United States the out- 
standing accomplishments of the women of the past, and to give national 
recognition to women leaders in public offices; to women of accomplish- 
ment in all fields; to national leaders of the past and of the present; 
and finally to those pioneer clubwomen in each state upon whom rested 

the credit for the successes of the General Federation in its first fifty 


years, 


2Ioiubwonan, August, 1939, p. 2. 
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The Wyoming Federation eagerly undertook to choose its pioneers in 
& Pioneer Clubwoman Contest, in which each local club participated by 
nominating a woman or women from its membership rolls for each of tha 
three classes. The first class was open to wanen who held the longest 
continuous membership in a club federated with the General Federation. 
The second class was for those having the longest and most outstanding 
records of leadership in a club federated with the General Federation. 
The third class, designed to honor sister clubwomen no longer living, 
was open to women having the longest continuous service in a club fed- 
erated with the General Federation up to the time of their death.7+ 

Mrs. Catherine Converse of Laramie, a charter member of the Laramie 
Woman's Club founded in 1898, was named winner of the first class as the 
woman holding the longest contimuous membership in a club federated with 
32 


the Geheral Federation. Mrs, Converse was a pioneer in every sense of 
the ora having moved to Wyoming in 1876 when a young girl. She lived the 
remainder of her life in Laramie where she was active in many civic organ- 
izations as well as the Woman's Club, Her services to the Laramie group 
were many and varied. She was an early president of the group and later 
served as treasurer for fifteen years, but even when she was not an office 
holder, Mrs. Converse was an untiring and loyal worker.7> 
The Laramie Woman's Club waa again honored when another of its mem- 


bers was selected as the clubwoman with the longest and most outstanding 


eeoiuuvonan? December, 1940, p. 33. 
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record of service and leadership in a federated club. Mrs. Mary Godat 
Bellamy, the recipient of this:award was a charter member of the Cheyenne 
Woman's Club as well as the Laramie Woman's Club, Her activities were 
not, however, limited to elub work, and in 1910 she was elected to serve 
as a legislator from Albany County, the first woman in Wyoming history-to 
be so honored. A successful legislator, clubwoman, suffragette and civic 
leader, Mrs. Bellamy was the logical choice of the contest jucges as one 
most deserving of this fener 

The clubwoman with the longest continuous service in a federated club 
prior to her death was Mrs. Vivia Henderson. Mrs. Henderson, a charter 
member of the Cheyenne Woman's Club, organized in 189), was an energetic 
and inspiring member for thirty-four years. As a community leader Mrs. 
Henderson acquired an enviable record as an organizer and backer of 
projects for civic improvement in all fields. Active in the Young Women's 
Christian Association, the Red Cross and the Salvation Army as well as the 
Noman Club, Mrs. Henderson was a public spirited crusader for social 
and economic reforms until the time of her death in 1938,2° 

On July 10, 190, Wyoming was to celebrate its Fiftieth Anniversary 
of Statehood. To commemorate this event Senator O'Mahoney asked the 
Postmaster General of the United States if it would be possible to issue 
a special stamp in formal recognition of Wyoming's admission to the Union 


as the first State to recognize by law the equality of women in the 


3s ographical Sketch of Mrs. Mary G. Bellamy, on file in the 
Archives of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Cluos. 
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matter of suffrage. Senator O'Mahoney further suggested that the design 
of the stamp should emphasize the distinction which the Wyoming Consti- 
tution enjoys in the declaration that the "political rights and privileges 
of its citizens shall be without distinction of race, color for] Beko Baga 
Feeling that stamp collectors throughout the world as well as ordinary 
Wyoming citizens would be interested in this stamp, Senator O'Mahoney asked 
the Federation if it would be interested in advertising the sale of these 
stamps as "This will afford the citizens of Wyoming, and particularly the 
women, an opportunity to call to the attention of the people of other 
states the fact that Wyoming was the first of all to grant suffrage to 
coment toe 
The Federation replied in the affirmative, and eagerly began making 
plans for the "first day" sale of the commemorative stamp. It was de- 
cided that to make the sale worthy of the occasion, the Federation should 
offer stanp collectors and Wyomingites a little more than the stamp alone. 
Plans were then made for the printing of envelopes which would carry a 
print of the Teton Mountain Range located in Wyoming's recently estab- 
lished Teton National Park. This First Day Cover, as such an issus is 
called by philatelists, which was to carry the print of the Tetons, the 
commemorative stamp, a replica of the Great Seal of the State of Wyoming, 
and the first day postmark from Cheyenne, was placed on sale in Cheyenne 
by the Federation several weeks before the anniversary day. "Orders were 


received for these covers from every corner of the United States and from 


74 
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many foreign countries. We have had many compliments on them, and have 
been told that Wyoming could not have chosen a better way to advertise 
herself than was done by the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs in this 
sale of special cacheted envelopes and stamps ."37 

As a tribute to the part played by the Federation in bringing about 
the issuance of the special stamp, Senator O'Mahoney presented the first 
sheet of the Wyoming Golden Anniversary Stamps to the Wyoming Federation. 
In the letter offering the stamps to the Federation Senator O'Mahoney 
wrote "As the first sheet, this ought to be a collector's item. In any 
event, however, I think the Federation should have it as a souvenir of 
the important part played by yourself firs. John L. Jordan/ and the Fed- 
eration in bringing about this issue."29 

When Mrs. Walter H. Smith, 37 became the Federation's sixteenth 
president in October, 191, the first item on her agenda was support of 
the General Federation's national defense program. The General Federation 
had instituted a comprehensive program designed to educate the women of 
the nation as to what would be expected of them in the event of war. The 


Wyoming Federation cooperated wholeheartedly in this educational campaign, 


31 eqpwoman, December, 190, pv. 22. 


eLetter from Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney to Mrs. John W. Jordan, 
July 10, 190, on file in the Archives of the Wyoming Federation of 
Women's Clubs. 


39irs, Walter H. Smith, according to the Federation's records, was 
living in Phoenix, Arizona in 1956. Three inquiries by mail seeking 
biographical information were not answered. 
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and through the services of its State Chairman of National Defense and 
the County Chairmen for National Defense a move was started to survey 
each Wyoming community in order to ascertain the possible future need of 
skilled women in industrial positions. In conjunction with this survey 
the clubwomen of the State were also asked to acquaint themselves with 
the procedure to be followed when applying for such jobs and the Federal 
laws controlling all workers in incistryee 

When war did come, the members of the Federation, though stunned 
and sorrowful, were prepared to concentrate the major portion of their 
efforts on the winning of the war, At the 192 meeting, the delegates 
attentively listened to reports on how to prevent inflation, how to con- 
serve America's food supplies, the necessity for a sound understanding of 
the nutritional needs of the nation's population, and finally, a discus- 
sion of the benefits to be derived by both the individual and the country 
as a whole from the sale of war bonds. The Federation adopted a force- 
ful resolution urging all citizens to do their part to control inflation 
and to help the war effort at the same time by investing regularly and 
systematically "...at least ten per cent of our current income in War 
Bonds and Stamps thru the payroll savings plan ... or other ... methods n+ 

During the following months the Federation continued its support of 


war bond drives and campaigned for the curtailment of non-defense gpending 
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on the part of Congress. In a strongly worded article appearing in the 
Clubwoman, the Federation urged its members to write their Congressmen 
informing these representatives that the women of Wyoming wanted "non-~ 
essential spending stopped in the interest of national security, both 
economical and military.n2 
As the time for the 193 meeting drew near, the Federation's Exec~ 
utive Board decided that in accord with the restriction on non-essential 
travel, the Federation would forego its annual meeting. In lieu of a 
statewide meeting, the Board decided as an emergency measure to divide 
the State into districts, The clubs in each district were then to meet 
at their own convenience to discuss problems of mutual interest. The 
Federation President would then attend these meetings instead of making a 
visit to each club as had been the custom in past eare eae 
This same meeting of the Board also voted to set up, with the co- 
operation of the University of Wyoming, a $500 scholarship for a girl from 
one of the Latin American countries. The University of Wyoming asreed 
to remit tuition and other fees as its part, with the Federation's dona- 
tion to be used for partial coverage of living expenses. The scholarship 
was prompted by the Federation's interest in strengthening the ties of 
understanding between the countries of the Western hemisphere, in the be- 
lief that such understanding would contribute to a continuation of the 
pan-Americanism which had proved so necessary to the defense of the United 


States and her neizhbors to the South. 
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Mrs. D. E. Gwinn of Sheridan was selected by mail on written ballot 
in June, 1943, to serve as Federation president from 1943 to 1945. Born 
in Iowa, Mrs. Gwinn was a graduate of the State Teachers! College in 
Cedar Falls, and with the training received there she taught school for 
several years before marrying and moving to Wyoming in 1909.42 

Having long been active in Federation work, Mrs, Gwinn was well- 
equipped to take over leadership of the Federation during the difficult 
and trying war years, and in accord with the main objective of her admin- 
istration, which was to concentrate all efforts on the winning of the 
war, one of the Federation's first projects under her guidance was a 
"Buy a Bomber" drive. The General Federation was sponsoring the purchase 
of a fleet of bombers for the Air Force through the purchase of war bonds, 
and Wyoming's goal was set at $300,000, which was the approximate cost of 
a heavy bomber. "When the Federation has reached its goal, one of Uncle 
Sam's heavy bombers will have ‘Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs! 
stencilled on ste nose wt6 

The drive which lasted from January 1, 1944, to February 15, 19h), 
was an outstanding success. The federated clubs in the State amassed 
a total sale of $1,399,607 worth of stamps and bonds during the period of 
the Fourth War Loan Drive, and entitled the Wyoming Federation to name 


six bombers and fighter Manet The bombers which were purchased with a 
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portion of the money were inscribed with the name of the Wyoming Federa- 
tion, while each of three fighter planes en Petite a with the name of 
the individual club which had collected its purchase price. Three Wyo- 
ming clubs were so honored when the Gillette Woman's Club, the Sheridan 
Woman's Club and the Worland Woman's Club received letters from the 
Treasury Department congratulating them on their achievement, and en- 
closing pictures of the planes on whose sides appeared the name of the 
sponsor club, 48 

In June, 19, the Federation held a general meeting for the first 
time in two years. The general theme of the meeting revolved around 
the participation of individual clubs in various fields of war work, 
Reports were heard from various clubs telling of support and participa- 
tion in salvage drives, the sale of bonds and stamps, and Red Cross work. 

The Chairman of the Department of War Service announced that the 
local clubs had contributed generously to the fund for buying wedding 
dresses for British war prvaaayl? This project had first been suggested 
in December, 1943, as one way to express the appreciation of American 
women for the sacrifices being made by British servicewonen, "Due to 
the shortage of material and the limitation of clothing coupons, the 
women in the various services ... have heen compelled to marry in uniforn. 


The prospective bridegrooms are anxious to have their brides in white ,120 


L8crubwoman, September, 19h, p. 2. 
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To alleviate in part this deplorable situation, the Wyoming Federation 
asked its members to contribute to a wedding dress fund, out of which 
dresses would be purchased in the United States and shipped to England, 
Each branch of the service which had a women's auxiliary corps would re- 
ceive gowns to be used by those who desired to be formally attired when 
engaging in “extra-military" activities. "The gowns are borrowed, by the 
girls, for the occasion for ten shillings ($2,00), which will cover the 
cost of cleaning and mailing wt Apparently believing that wartime re- 
strictions and the policy of "non-essential spending" could be carried 
to extremes, the Federation's members generously contributed to the wed- 
ding dress fund, so that British women could be married in white, 

There being no general meeting of the Federation in 195, Mrs. Fred 
D. Boice, Sr.,ceighteenth president of the Federation, was elected as 
was her predecessor, by mai Mrs. Boice, a native of Colorado, who 
holds degrees from both Wellesley College and the University of Wyoming, 
was Chairman of the Vocal Department of Howard Seminary in West Bridge- 
water, Massachusetts, before marrying and settling down on a ranch out- 
side of Cheyenne. Marriage, however, did not put a damper on Mrs. Boice!'s 
outside activities, and besides being an active worker in the Federation, 
she was also instrumental in organizing the Wyoming Cow-Belles, the 
Wyoming Cancer Society, the Cheyenne Young Women's Christian Associa- 
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tion, and the Cheyenne Community Chorus Association, 


216] abwonan, November=December, 1943, p. 5. 


>2Infornation in a letter to the author from Mrs. Fred D. Boice, Sr., 
January 29, 1956. 
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As State President, Mrs. Boice was interested in and placed con- 
siderable emphasis on international relations and the problems of youth. 
Shortly after taking office in June, 1945, the Federation's clubs under 
the direction of the International Relations Chairman, began a study of 
the United Nations Charter. As the time for Senate action on the charter 
drew near Mrs, Boice on behalf of the Federation wrote letters to Wyoming!s 
Senators O'Mahoney and Robertson, urging them to vote in favor of rati- 


fication. 
In reply to Mrs. Boice's request, Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney wrote 


the following: 


1919, when I stood on the floor of the Senate and listened to the 
address of President Wilson when he laid before the Senate the Treaty 
of Versailles with the Covenant of the League of Nations ... as I 
listened to the message of President Truman, I thought of that other 
message so many years ago and of the sufferings and sacrifices ... 
endured by all the people of the world because the message ... fell 


upon deaf ears ... 


eee L turned back in tha Congressional Record to read the con- 
cluding paragraph of President Wilson's address, It is as true today 


Your letter ... took my mind back twenty-six years to July 10, 
as it was then. These were his concluding words: 


"The stage is set, the destiny disclosed. It has come about by 
no plan of our conceiving, but by the hand of God who led us into 
this way. We cannot turn back ... America shall in truth show the 
way. The light streams upon the path ahead, and nowhere else," 


America must show the way. The Charter of the United Nations will 
be ratified.>3 
Led by the bipartisan team of Senators Connally and Vandenberg, the United 


States approved the Charter with only two dissenting votes, and by 


>3Letter from Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney to Mrs. Fred D. Boice, Sr., 
appearing in the Clubwoman October, 1945, p. 2. 
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tober 2h, 1945, enough ratifications had been deposited to put the 
Charter into effect. 

The 196 meeting of the Federation dealt in a very practical and 
most realistic manner with the question of how to prevent juvenile de- 
linquency end how to deal with the existing problem, The convention 
theme "Youth Conservation" was sounded in an address by Dr. A. D. Murray 
ef Evanston who discussed the responsibility of the community in lessen- 
ing juvenile problems. Pointing out that the first step to be taken in 
any community yas to take a census to determine whether or not children 
have adequate facilities for occupying their leisure time, Dr. Murray 
declared that most criminal careers are started during youth. In out- 
lining a plan for action, Dr. Murray said, "We must ask for church and 
religious co-operation, neighborhood activities, recreation, probation 
for young offenders ..., modern prisons with facilities for re-education, 
individualized study, treatment for those who must be segregated, and 
finally, a parole system utterly free from polities, ">> 

After hearing several other speakers who dealt with the many facets 
of the youth problem, the Federation adopted a resolution which urged 
the 197 session of the State Legislature to coordinate all child welfare 
activities under the State Department of Public Welfare, and particularly 


to modify procedures used in juvenile court cases to the end that: 
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"(a) no child under 16 be confined in a jail for minor offenses, (b) case 
work investigations and home placement services be used by the police and 
by all courts, (c) the age limit for commitment to either Worland or 
Sheridan [reforn schools for delinquent boys and girls respectively/ be 
raised from 8 to at least 12 years, and (da) detention homes be provided 
by the County Commissioners in at least all counties of the first Glass,1?° 

In reporting on the success of the Federation's legislative program 
during her administration, Mrs. Boice said: "The 29th session of the 
Legislature is now a matter of history. We, as a Federation, fared ex- 
ceedingly well, as all of the legislation in which we were vitally inter- 
ested was enacted,"9! Giving credit where credit was due, Mrs. Boice 
thanked all the members of the Federation who, through writing their rep- 
resentatives and urging their friends to do likewise, were largely respon- 
sible for the fine record achieved during the preceding two years. 

Mrs. Paul Dupertuis, born on a ranch in Northern California, came 
to Wyoming in 1917 to a ranch near Lingle. In reminiscing about her 
early years in Wyoming, Mrs. Dupertuis says "We really pioneered for sev- 
eral years, living first in a tar paper shack.... Within a year ... I 
had become a member of the Tuesday Study Club /of Lingle7 .... Membership 
in this small club was all that kept me from rusticating conpletely."7° 


Having served as president of her local club, work with the Federation at 


5&5 nutes, June, 1946. 
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the state level followed, and Mrs. Dupertuis, beginning her official 
career as Federation treasurer, worked her way up through each successive 
office to that of president from 197 to 19h9. 

During Mrs. Dupertuis! two year term of office the Federation con- 
tinued its study of youth problems, but at Mrs. Dupertuis' suggestion 
work was begun on an as yet relatively untouched facet. Feeling that al- 
cohol was a major contributing factor in the rise of juvenile delinquency, 
the Wyoming Federation undertook to initiate an educational program on 
the effects of alcohol on human behavior, especially jhat of teen-agers. 

In 197 en Alcoholism Chairman was appointed, and at her instigation 
an essay contest for high school students was begun, The essays, en- 
titled "Facts About Alcoholism," both "gratifyingly numerous and excep- 
tionally well written ... represented clear thinking by many young people 
whom we are anxious to reach with FACTS ">? The participating students, 
who numbered around one thousand, were supplied with the necessary ref- 
erence material by the Alcoholism Chairman, and were offered a monetary 
compensation in the way of first, second and third prizes which added an 
additional incentive. 

The local groups responded to the educational aspects of the program 
by presenting club programs on the subject in an attempt to have a better 
informed membership, which would be responsible for educating the youth 


of their respective communities. 
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Progress was made at the 1948 annual meeting when the Federation 
adopted a Sobriety resolution, urging the State Legislature to give more 
attention to the problems of legal control of liquor, = in the hope that 
through legislative recognition of the existing problem the public could 
be made to understand the causes of alcoholism and treat it accordingly. 

The Federation gained netionwide recognition for its pioneering in 
this field, when the Christian Science Monitor reviewed the Wyoming 
group's alcoholism Loe and the effect it had had on Wyoming citizens. 
Other state federations contacted the Wyoming body asking for suggestions 
as to how they might set up similar programs in their own states, but the 
most important results were achieved in individual Wyoming commnities. 
Uncer the leadership of lecal women's clubs many communities campaigned 
for strict observance of the liquor laws(which were quite adequate, the 
problem being one of enforcement rather than a need for new legislation), 
and showered movie houses, radio stations and nationally circulated maga- 
zines with letters protesting the glamorization of social drinking. 

The Alcoholism Department which was a brain child of Mrs. Dupertuis 
and a temporary measure, faced extinction when Mrs. Dupertuis' term of 
office was completed in June, 199, but the delegates at the 199 meet- 
ing resolved that as "The Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs has received 
national recognition because it has pioneered in bringing to the attention 
of the public the danger of consumption of alcoholic beverages, and 
whereas, the Wyoming Federation's approach to the alcohol problem is being 


used as a pattern for other State Federations to follow, therefore be it 
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56 
resolved, that the Wyoming Federation recommend the continuance of a 
Department of AYecholi saves 2 °> Mrs. Dupertuis, who was largely respon- 
| sible for. the entire project, thus retired content in the knowledge that 
the work she had begun would continue uninterrupted and with competent 


direction. 


Though Iowa born, Mrs. H. T. Person came to Wyoming at an early age, 
finishing school in Sheridan and then going on to the University of Wyoming. 
Later she went to Columbia University for her Master of Arts degree, but 
after marrying H. T. Person, present Dean of the College of Engineering 
leader in her community, Mrs. Person first entered Federation work in 
191 when she was elected State Treasurer, Having served in all of the 
Federation's offices, Mrs. Person was amply prepared for the assumption 
of her presidential duties following her election in 199 for the years 
199 to 1951." | 

With the appeal "Candles for Korea for Christmas," Mrs. Person began 
her first year in office. The Federation had been advised by Mrs. J. L. 
Blair Buck, General Federation President, that the South Koreans were 


desperately in need of practically everything, but particularly candles. 


Wyoming's clubwomen responded glowingly, and in little more than three 
months over 3,000 pounds of candles were collected and mailed. The 
average shipment was forty-four pounds for each of Wyoming's seventy- 
four federated clubs, and the mailing costs were quite high. The local 
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at the University of Wyoming, she came back to Laramie to stay. An active 
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groups decided that since the candles had to be packed in paper anyway 
to prevent breakage, they might as well use papers and magazines which 
would be of some value to the Rae aiereeec 

The Federation's own foreign aid program was not, however, limited 
to Korea nor to candles, The General Federation was stressing the need 
for better uncerstanding and support of the United Nations, and in the 
same vein urging an international good will program to promote friendly 
and cultural contacts among the women of the world as well as an educa- 
tional rehabilitation program. In answer to this challenge the Wyoming 
Federation undertook to collect magazines and books which would present 
accurate pictures of American life for shipment abroad to war torn 
nations whose people were suffering from cultural as well as physical 
e ateat tank ae Thousands of CARE packages were sent to the starving 
nations of the world and one club even arranged, through the National 
Save the Children Federation, to "adopt" a baby in Greece and to send 
money, food and clothing for his eunpectas Other clubs sent concentra- 
ted soup to the needy in Europe and England, while Operation Milk saw 
many Wyoming clubs sending hundreds of dollars for the purchase of dried 


4 
milk for Italy's thousands of undernourished children.” 
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In meeting the General Federation's request for foreign schclarships, 
the Wyoming Federation during 1949-1951 sponsored two such scholarships 
at the University of Wyoming, one each year, with a stipend of $l,00 each, 
The scholarships, which were independent of the Federation's educational 
loan program were given to two foreign women, one fron Siam, the other 
from West Germany. !° 

Mrs. Person's administration was one of the most productive, 
legislation-wise, in the Federation's history. At the 1950 meeting the 
delegates approved a group of resolutions ranging from an appeal for a 
Division of Nursing at the University of Wyoming, to a request that the 
Legislature repeal a law which prohibited the sale of colored Sey 
Mrs. Thyra Thomson, wife of Wyoming's Representative Keith Thomson 
(formerly a State Legislator), was appointed to serve as the Federation's 
Legislative Chairman, and under her dynamic leadership the Federation's 
proposals were adopted almost without exception. 

The same session of the Wyoming Legislature which approved the 


i2 also adopted a bill pro- 


Federation-sponsored Library and Museum Bill 
viding for a training school for nurses at the University, which was 
sponsored by the State Board of Health and strongly endorsed by the 


Wyoming Pedenari ono The Federation, led by Mrs. Fred D. Boice, Sr., 
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‘“Session Laws of Wyoming, 1951, Chapter 132, 
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an ardent partisan of the bill, campaigned long and loudly for this bill, 
pointing out that “Wyoming has only ONE nurse for 509 persons /and/ no 
school of nursing.... The University of Wyoming is ready to initiate a 
school of nursing .... Such a school is imperative to health facilities 
in Wyoming and will be an asset to our state ./4 

The Federation was no less successful in its effort to obtain repeal 
of the law which prohibited the sale of colored margarine in Wyoming. 
Basing their campaign on an economy theme, the clubwomen reverted to their 
role as housewives, and endorsed "...the move of the housewives of the 
state to repeal the ban on... yellow margarine," and recommended to the 
Legislature that ".,.they repeal this law to the end that the women and 
housewives ... may have the opportunity of buying and using yellow oleo- 
margarine and that discrimination now existing in Wyoming, whereby ye 
are denied that right... be renevotn In the face of such formidable 
opposition the Legislature gracefully capitulated and the law was duly 
repealed, 

In 1951 the Federation elected a new president to serve for three 
years, from 1951 to 195, 4 The new president, Mrs. John Slack of 
Me Nteomen January, 1951, p. 3. 

ia nitase June, 1950, 

Spry Laws of Wyoming, 1951, Chapter 117. 

Then the General Federation of Women's Clubs set up a two-year term 
for its officers and chairmen, instead of a three-year term, it seemed 
desirable to Line up the Wyoming Federation's administrations with those 
of the General Federation in order to eliminate confusion resulting from 
having State officers and chairmen serve under two groups of General 


Federation officers and chairmen. The Wyoming Federation's three vear 
administration, 1951 to 195, was carried out to accomplish this purpose. 
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Sheridan, was born in Michigan, but as a small child moved to the Philip- 
pine Islands with her school teacher parents. Coming back to the United 
States to attend the University ef Washington, she took up newspaper re- 
porting which she did for ten years. After her marriage she lived in 
Evanston, and while there became interested, through membership in the 
Evanston Literary Club, in club work which inevitably led to work with 
the State federation ne 

Early in Mrs. Slack's term, the Federation at the request of Mrs 
Frank Flynn, Superintendent of the Wyoming Industrial Institute for Boys, 
began a project to secure a much needed increase in the school's annual 
appropriation, At the annual meeting in 1952 the delegates adopted a 
resolution asking "...that a careful survey of the needs of the Institute 
and the probable cost of meeting them be made by qualified persons under 
direction of the board [Federation's Executive Board7 and in cooperation 
with the superintendent of the Institute..., and further ... that the 
Wyoming Federation... goes on record as favoring increased appropriation 
by the State for the maintenance of the Institute....0!? 

The Federation selected its Youth Chairman, Mrs. Jess Speilman, and 
its Citizenship Chairman, Mrs. William F. Bragg, to visit the Industrial 
Institute for the purpose of making a study of the conditions and the 
needs of the school. In November, 1952 the committee made a detailed re- 
port to the Federation's Executive Board in which the basic needs of the 
Institute as designated by the Superintendent and the State Board of 


Charities and Reforms were outlined. The two most pressing needs were 


ore formets on in a letter to the author from Mrs. John Slack, 
February 18, 1956, 
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for: (1) a trained social worker who would serve as a counselor-teacher, 
and (2) a new gymnasium. The committee reported that there were other 
improvements which should be made in the near future, but that for the 
present they would recomend:supporting additional appropriations only 
for the two items listed above .°° 

The Executive Board, in acting on the recommendations of its con- 
mittee, sent letters to the Governor of Wyoming and to the Chairman of 
the Ways and Means Committee of the Wyoming Legislature, in which it 
presented the Federation's endorsement of the request for increased 
appropriations, and urged that action be taken to secure them in the 
1953 session of the Legislature, °2 The State Legislature took the re- 
quest under advisement, and before adjourning its 1953 session voted an 
increase in funds which provided for both the additional staff member 
and the new Ppunasiteree 

During this same session of the Legislature, the Federation was also 
successful in securing the passage of a bill which provided for the in- 
auguration of a physiotherapy program at the Wyoming State Training School 
at Lander, as well as the employment of a trained physiotherapist who 
would conduct the program and prescribe needed therapy treatments, 2 
In commenting on the Federation's success in obtaining passage of this 
bill, Mrs. Slack wrote, "Helping to gain a physiotherapy program for the 
CO rinunonein’ December, 1952, pv. he 
Slys nutes, Executive Board, November 25, 1952. 
O25 ession Laws of Wyoming, 1953, Chapter ll. 
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Lander State Training School was a rewarding and heartwarming project. 
Many of the mentally retarded children at the Lander institution are 
crippled. If given physiotherapy early enough these children often be- 
come able to help care for themselves and to lead more nearly normal 
lives 14 

When the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs was founded in 190) 
its members could not know what the twentieth century might require of 
them, but they could be sure that whatever the future held it would be 
radically different from the fading Victorian era. Transportation, 
industry and scientific discoveries would make a vast difference in life, 
but the founders could not foresee that this would be the "test-tube" 
age, when the basic beliefs in almost all areas of human affairs would be 
guestioned, then rejected or reaffirmed as the case might be. Nor could 
they know that two world wars and one of less impact would be fought, 
" nor that a paralyzing economic depression would grip all the nations of 
the world, and two great political ideologies -- Democracy and Communism -- 
would be locked in a death struggle before the century reached its 
halfway mark. Neither could they know that in all this the United States 
would be the chief protagonist, What those pioneering women did know 
was that whatever befell, women would carry their share of the load, and 
in order to do so more successfully, they believed a Wyoming Federation 


was necessary. The Federation's members have not been disappointed in 


chee amniataon in a letter to the author from Mrs. John Slack, 
February 18, 1956, 


their expectations, for through a unity of purpose and of spirit the 


Federation in its first half century has ably lived up to its motto of 


service to nation, state, community and individual citizen, 


CHAPTER IIT 
MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


In its first fifty years the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs 
has contributed immeasurably to the growth of Wyoming through construc- 
tive recommendations for much-needed legislation in a wide variety of 
fields, ranging from social reforms to the protection of the Statets 
natural resources. It would be impractical to attempt to consider all 
the subjects studied or even all the resolutions and motions passed, 
Consequently, this study will confine itself to those areas in which the 
most effective results were achieved. 

‘Such a survey may well begin with a review of the efforts of these 
intrepid ladies on behalf of their fellow females. While they were not 
immediately successful in achieving equal rights for women in all fields, 
it would be a mistake to think that their advocacy of such rights was 
not responsible at least in part for legislation later effected. 

In 1906 the Federation began what proved to be a long campaigh to 
have the State Legislature amend the property and inheritance laws of 
Wyoming, particularly as they pertained to women. The Federation 
members resented the inequities in the inheritance statutes of the time 
which allowed a man to disinherit his wife completely, if he so desired. 
When approached on the subject the Legislature proved to be quite un- 
sympathetic and refused even to consider a review of the pertinent laws, 


and the Federation decided to approach the problem by an indirect route. 
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Thus the Bighth Annual Meeting in 1911 produced a series of resolutions 
proposing that laws be adopted which would prevent: (1) the transferring 
or incumbering of any real estate without the signature of both husband 
and wife; and (2) the giving of one-fourth of an intestate person!s 
property to the parents of the deceased when the deceased had other 
heirs (children) living.* Two years later discussions were held on the 
subject of possible legislation which would give a married woman the 
right to serve as executrix of an estate. None of these proposals was 
successful and curiously ean the whole topic of women's rights under 
existing property and inheritance laws was dropped from the egenda of 
yearly conventions after 2913.4 At that time the Federation switched 
to another facet of the problem of equality for women, and in 1915 the 
State Legislature, after much pushing from organized women's groups, 
passed a bill entitled "An Act to Limit the Hours of Labor for Fe- 
Screen Unfortunately, the Legislature neglected tc stipulate that 
women should receive pay which was equal to that received by men who 
performed similar duties, Thus the way vas left open for the "Equal Rights 


for Women" Amendment which was first proposed in 193) by the General 


asinutes, tober, 1911. 
Asinates, September, 1913. 


hp, lezislative action in 1915 a woman was legally assured that prop- 
erty she owned before marriage or property, real or personal, acquired by 
her after marriage either through inheritance or direct gift, was safely 
hers, and not subject to "...the disposal, control or interference of 
her husband." Session Laws of Wyoming, 1915, Chapter 15. 


Anite: October, 1916, and Session Laws of Wyoming, 1915, Chapter 5. 
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Federation, © and has since assumed a commanding position on the convention 
platforms of virtually all bona fide women's organizations, Though it 
must be admitted that to date the proposed amendment has failed to get 
past the United States Congress, it certainly js not due to any lack of 
effort on the part of its enthusiastic supporters. 

People in the East were astounded to learn in 1869 that the Wyoming 
Legislature had given the Territory's female citizens the right to vote. 
More electrifying news was yet to come, for in March, 1870, women were 
summoned for jury duty. At first the women called were reluctant to serve, 
but Chief Justice J. H. Howe and Associate Justice J. W. Kingman, two of 
Wyoming's three federal judges, persuaded the ladies that their suffrage 
entailed obligations and privileges other than solely that of casting 
their ballots.’ The women eventually agreed to serve, lending a new 
respectability to the traditional frontier courtroom, and carrying out 
ar their sworn duties with judicious aplomb. Women jurors had served for 

only two years when a new federal judge was appointed wno did not sub- 
scribe to the theory that jury duty was a necessary appendage of suffrage. 
Successive judges upheld the interpretation of their resolute predeces- 
scr, and in 1899 the Legislature legally barred women from future jury 


service .° Thirty years later the Federation became officially concerned 
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with the low levels to which juries had fallen, and passed a resolution 


admonishing its members to urge "...upon the male members of their fami- 
lies the necessity of performing their duty in serving on juries when 
called,"? The next year, perhaps deciding that the men-folk were not 
going to respond to their timely suggestion, the ladies adopted a reso- 
lution in which they agreed to sponsor a bill, to be presented at the 
next session of the Legislature, to strike out the word "male" from 


paragraph one, Section 120), Wyoming Compiled Statutes of 1920, there- 


by creating a new statute which would return women's right to serve as 
10 : ‘ 

jurors. By 1932 the women, having had two years in which to consider 

their previous resolution, adopted another resolution which reads as 


follows: 


WHEREAS, The jury system in this country is not conducive to 
the respect for law and order, and WHEREAS, Wyoming is the 
pioneer State of Woman's Suffrage, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
That the Wyoming Federation of Woman's /sic/Clubs goes on 
record as favoring and urging before the next State Legislature 
a statutory amendment providing that women shall be equally 
competent with men to act as jurors, at their option. 
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Now, apparently, they wanted legal recognition of their right to serve 
on juries, but wished to reserve to themselves the option of accepting 


or refusing such duty. Under the circumstances it is not too difficult 
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to understand the failure of the State Legislature to consider their re- 
quest seriously, thinking perhaps that the women were agitating merely 
for a right and not a responsibility. A careful search of the Minutes 
of the Federation for the next six years yields no record of any further 
motions or resolutions on the subject until 1938, when the Federation 
in convention adopted its third and final resolution advocating jury duty 
for women. In the six year interval between resolutions the emotions 
of the Federation members appear to have undergone considerable change, 
for when the resolution, which in essence was the same as the two previ- 
ously adopted, was brought to a vote twenty-nine delegates voted in its 
favor while twenty-eight were opposed. !* This enigmatic behavior is all 
the more puzzling when considered in the light of the reception given 
the two previous resolutions. The only conclusion which can be drawn is 
that given six years in which to weigh fully the implications implicit 
in their original request, the once resolute ladies had reneged, and 
despite the outraged protests of the feminists, decided that women be- 
longed at home and not in court. Nevertheless, without further official 
urging from the Federation the State Legislature in 1949 passed the 
Women's Jury Service law which restored in full women's right and obli- 
gation to serve on Aries a 

From its beginning the Wyoming Federation envisazed the need for 


corrective legislation in the field of child welfare, immediately pressing 
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the State Legislature for laws which would effectively and beneficially 
regulate child labor practices. This movement was a reflection of a 
nationwide trend to secure more stringent controls over employers who ex- 
ploited and abused the less fortunate of the Nation's youth. 

By 1916 the Congress of the United States had passed 2 law (Keating- 
Qwen Act) which promised to regulate the use of child labor in industry, 
by barring goods made by child labor from interstate commerce , but 
because this law did not cover children employed as part of the agri- 


cultural labor force, the Federation resolved to fight this omission 


5 
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through complete enforcement of Wyoming's Compulsory Education law, 
which stipulated that children must regularly attend school until reach- 
ing the age of atteems The Keating-OQwen Act of 1916 and a subse-~ 
quent act of Congress which sought to control child labor by the 
imposition of a discriminatory tax on the products of child labor were 
declared unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court. +! 
Congress then, in 192], adopted a resolution to submit to the States a 
Constitutional amendment granting Congress the power to "...limit, 


regulate, and prohibit the labor of persons under eighteen years of 


aze 18 The Wyoming Federation promptly went on record endorsing the 
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adoption of the propesed amendment, and pledged its activa cooperation 
in securing ratification by the Wyoming State Legislature.) Thirty 
years have passed since the Child Labor Amendment was first proposed by 
Congress, and although to date it has not been ratified by the necessary 
three-fourths majority, Wyoming did ratify the amendment in 1935. The 
chief purposes of the amendment were obtained years ago, however, by 
legislation at both the state and federal levels, by adwinistrative 
rules, and by a change in Court opinions during the late 1930's, 

In their efforts to obtain a state operated school for delinquent 
boys, the Federation met with unqualified and speedy success, when the 
1909 Legislature passed a bill "...authorizing the sentencing of first 
offenders between the ages of 16 and 25 years to a reformatory, and em- 
powering the Governor to parole such prisoners for such periods as they 
shall have orderly Liteai sid fhe next year the Federation began to 
work on the Legislature to appropriate funds with which to build a State 
Industrial Sehoals-s and in 1911 the Legislative Committee of the Federa- 
tion reported that a bill which provided for funds to build the Wyoming 
Industrial Institute hed passed the Legislature .°* 

Having a special affection for the State Industrial School for Boys, 


as one of its first major achievements, the Federation over the years 
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made it a point to keep abreast of the situation at the School. Frequent 
briefings on the needs of the School led the Federation to undertake 
the sponsorship of several bills calling for an increase in appropria- 


tions to meet the new requirements of the institution as outlined for 


the Federation by the State Board of Charities and Reform. The State 
Legislature, respectful of the enviable record of the Federation in the 
matter of welfare reforms, has with few reservations enacted into law 
most of the recommendations initiated by the State Federation of Women's 
Clubs, 

The 1948 Amendment to the Wyoming State Constitution which pro- 
vided for the establishment of a Juvenile Court culminated forty years 
of thought and effort on the part of the women's clubs of the State, 

The question of the need for a juvenile court was first referred to 
the Executive Board of the Federation for study at the fifth annual 
meeting of the Federation in 1908. At that time the Legislative Com- 
mittee was advised to have drafted, by some competent authority, bills 
which would cover the subject, and then to have such bills introduced 
if possible in the next session of the Legislature, There the matter 
rested until the 1923 convention when the Federation decided to recommend 
to the Governor that there be appointed a committee, consisting at least 
in part of district judges, which would investigate and correlate juve- 
nile jee On the basis of information obtained through the efforts 


of the Governor's committee the Federation continued its study and in 
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1930 a more specific and practical resolution than any previously effered 
7as adopted: 
Whereas, There are no large cities in Wyoming with their greater 
munber of delinquents; and Whereas, the expense of a separate Juve- 
nile Court with proper attendants be great, and Whereas, State or 
county Moneys are needed in so many places; therefore be it Re- 
solved: That the State Federation of Women's Clubs petitions or 
recommends to the State Legislature to pass a resolution requesting, 
or to amend existing statutes, so that the district judges of the 
State of Byoming hold all cases of Juvenile delinquence in 
Chambers, 

For the next few years there is no record of any consideration of 
the juvenile court issue, but in 197, at the time of the forty-second 
annual meeting, the goal was in sight, for the State Legislature had voted 
to place an Amendment to the State Constitution providing for the estab- 
lishment of Juvenile Courts, before the voters of the State at the forth- 
coming General Election in November, 198, 

Greeting this news with much enthusiasm the Federation adopted a 
resolution at its 1947 convention designed to promote "... an active, 
intensive educational campaign...in order to inform the general public 
as well as our own membership as to the importance of passing at the 
November, 1948 election, the Amendment that will be on the ballot in ac- 
cordance with Senate Joint Resolution No. prerenee Shortly after the con- 


vention adjourned the Federation President Mrs. Paul Dupertuis, aware of 


the vagaries of the voting public, strongly recommended that Federation 
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members, in their campaign to get the Amendment ratified, acquaint the 
public with the legislative name of the Court Amendment so there would 
be no confusion on the voter's part when he was confronted with the 
official text of the Bea anerh cae This was probably a wise precaution 
when one considers the fact that, to pass, the Amendment needed a major- 
ity vote of the entire number of ballots cast in the election. In ef- 
fect, those who did not vote on the measure were in reality voting 
against it. 

The Federation and other ee) groups over the State waged a 
successful campaign, ard on election day, Ncvember 2, 198, the voters 
of the State approved by a comfortable majority the following amendment: 

The Legislature may by general law provide for such Juvenile 
Delinquency end Domestic Relations Courts as may be needed, and 
for the number, qualification and election of judges of such Courts. 
Appeals shall be in such cases and pursuant to such regulations as 
may be prescribed by law. Such courts eee eS such jurisdiction 
of /sic/$he Legislature may by law provide. 

For a number of years many individual citizens had expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the State Museum. The State Federation, being cog- 
nizant of this feeling, began studying the problem in the hope that a 
solution could be found which would alleviate the pressing need for new 


quarters and at the same time provide more competent care for the State's 


expanding collection of historical materials. When plans were drawn up for 
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a new State office building, interested groups began quietly investigat- 
ing the possibility of including in the building plans a section which 
would serve as the site of a new museum. Concurrently, the 1949 conven- 
tion of the State Federation of Women's Clubs adopted a resolution urging 
the Federation President to "...appoint a committee to investigate and 
study the possibility of providing space to properly house...relics and 
documents in planned facilities or existing facilities...."@8 ta very 
few weeks the decision to house the Museum in the new office building 
was amnounced, but in the meantime the Federation had decided that the 
time was right to institute a complete revision of the State's Museun and 
Library program. 

Once the decision was made the Federation wasted no time in putting 
its resolution in motion. Ina July, 1919, Executive Board meeting the 
Federation President, Mrs. H. T. Person, was instructed to write the 
Governor and ask him to appoint a committee which would study the possi- 
bility of three major changes in the State's policy in regard to: (1) 
the appointment of a non-partisan Historical Commission which would (2) 
be responsible for the selection and appointment of qualified personnel 
for the offices of State Librarian, State Historian-Curator end State 
Archivist.°? Receiving little encouragement from the state officials, 
the Executive Board empowered Mrs. Person to appoint on her own initiative 
a committee of interested and qualified persons who woud be willing to 


examine the needs of the State Museum and propose legislation which would 
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rectify the situation. ~~ By March, 1950,Mrs. Person had her committee, 
composed of Miss Lola Homsher, then Archivist at the University of 
Wyoming; Mr. N. 0. Rush, then Head Librarian at the University; and 

Mr, Russell Thorp, Wyoming rancher and former Secretary-Treasurer of 

the Wyoming Stock Growers ae Three months later the commit- 
tee had prepared a preliminary report on their findings which was accept- 
ed and unanimously approved by the Federation's 1950 convention, and with 
an eye on the 1951 session of the State Legislature the Federation urged 
that the findings be made public and support be enlisted from other in- 
fluential organizations in the State.-* 

In their efforts to put on a firmer foundation the entire organiza- 
tion charged with the preservation of historical materials, Miss Homsher's 
committee did a very thorough job. Deciding that tne continuity of 
policy and management and the need for trained personnel were the fore- 
most considerations, the committee outlined its proposals in consider- 
able detail, Turning this data over to a group of lawyers, the committee 
soon received a legal draft embodying their proposals, which they pre- 
sented to the Federation Board of Directors for their approval. The pro- 
posed bill as endorsed by the Federation contained three essential 
elements: (1) the appointment by the Governor of a State Library and 


Historical Board which would then appoint, on the basis of training and 
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experience, a Librarian, an Archivist and a Curator; (2) the establish- 
ment of each of the above mentioned offices as separate and autonomous 
entities; and (3) the establishment of the State Historian's office at 
the University of Wyoming where said Historian having faculty status 
would be appointed by the University Poard of Trustees. 33 
At the time these changes were proposed, the State Librarian wad also 
State Archivist, Museun Curator and State Historian, each of which posi- 
tions required specialized training in 2 particular area. Having the 
State Librariants position on the Governor's appointive list presented 
another problem which led to serious and costly difficulties. Being 
subjected to the pressures cf partisan politics, the Librarian was never 
assured cf more than a four year term of office, and thus could not de- 
velop any long renge plans nor hope for any continuaticn of such plans 
as she did formulate. This factor combined with the crippling lack of 
both space and edequate facilities for the caring for historical collec- 
tions, led to the loss of several collections, valuable in a monetary as 
well as a cultural sense, which conceivably would hsve been presented to 
the State had conditions been more paves Had the prenosed law 
been adopted a few years earlier many such outstanding collections might 
have remained in Wyoming instead of being diverted elsewhere. 
73mg Pill For An Act to Create a State Library Adviscry Beard," 
in typescript, in the Archives of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs. 
yest notably the William R. Coe Collection, valued at several 


hundred thousands of dollars, which was given to Yale University when 
Wyoming could not guarantee adequate housing and care. 


ik 


The University of Wyoming, which was the center of most historical 
research in the State, had been actively seeking throughout the State 
for private collectors who would turn their collections over to the Uni- 
versity's Archives Department. Therefore as an economy measure the bill 
provided that the office of State Historian be combined e5n that of 
Archivist at the University, thus eliminating a duplication of jobs and 
an inevitable conflict of interest. 

The Executive Board upon accepting the proposed draft of the bill 
began an intensive statewide publicity campaign to enlighten both voters 
and legislators, Other organizations, notably the Wyoming Stock Growers 
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Association, were quick to give their support. Leading newspapers 
around the State were quite generous in their approval and support of the 
Federation's work. The Wyoming State Tribune offered several editorial 
comments on the highly commendable work the Federation was doing, and 
urged its readers to write their legislators acquainting them with the 
wishes of their cree teentae One month later the Tribune again com- 
mented on the proposed bill which had met with considerable opposition 
primarily because it "... adds to and duplicates the state bureaucracy; 
that it will dissipate and transfer functions of the state library and 


museum away from the seat of state government; that it adds to the 


state cost and viclates the Governor's economy program; and that it 


Resolution adopted by the Wyoming Stock Growers Association, 
December 12, 1950, a copy of which may be found in the Archives of the 
Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs. 
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would establish division of authority over state library-museum and re- 
lated sctivities,"”" | 
The Laramie Republican-Boomerang characterized the Federation's 
proposal as "ambitious and highly commendable," and paid glowing tribute 
to Wyoming clubwomen for their constructive work on the Museum pim,>° 
The Wyoming Clubwoman, official organ of the State Federation, carried 
numerous articles explaining the purposes of the bill and urging all 
clubwomen to acquaint their friends, neighbors, and State Representatives 
with the provisions of the act. In one issue Mrs. Person, in defending 
the bill as an economy measure, pointed out that "... it creates but one 
new office, that of State Archivist, This office ... will soon pay for 
itself in savings to the State by preserving and servicing our govern- 
ment records, eliminating extra work in all state and local offices," 97 
Having expended much time and effort on the Library and Historical 
bill, the Federation was understandably somewhat chagrined when the State 
Legislature added two Amendments to the Federation sponsored pi2,40 
The first of the controversial amendments stipulated that the Governor, 
with the approval of the Historical Board, appoint the State Librarian 
rather than having this appointment made solely by the Board. Conse- 


quently, the position of the Librarian as regarded job tenure, remained 


STyryoming State Tribune, February 9, 1951, p. 8. 
38 Laramie Republican-Boomerang, January )}, 1951, p. ). 
39 


Clubwoman, February, 1951, p. 2. 
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unchanged and therefore subject to political maneuverings. The second 
amendment provided that the State Historian be appointed by the Library 
and Historical Board, with offices to be in Cheyenne, thus eliminating 
any direct connection with the University. The Federation officers felt 
quite strongly that this last amendment was a grave mistake, as it would 
inevitably lead to competition over collections of a private nature be-~ 
tween the University Archives and the State Historian's office. The Fed- 
eration insisted, and with some justification, that because the University 
was the chief center of research it should be the repository for all 
private papers, as theoretically they would then be more readily access- 
ible to a greater number of scholars. As is evidenced by the appended 
amendment, the Legislators were strongly opposed to this plan, facling 
that all the State's historical collections, both official archives and 
private decuments, should be deposited at the location of the State 
Cette aa In the face of such formidable opposition the Federation with- 
drew its ebjections to the location of the State Historian's office, and 
concentrated on repeal of the first amendment. 

The newly formed Library and Historical Board lent the Federation 
its full support in the fight to take the appointment of the State Li- 
brarian completely out of politics. In June, 1951, the Executive Board 
of the Federation obtained the support of the assembled delegates to the 
Eighth Biennial Conventien, and a resolution was accepted which read in 


part as follows: "... by amendment a certain change was made in the law as 
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sponsored by this Federation, to wits in Section 2 the bill wes changed 
to read 'The Governor shall appoint the State Librarian! as against the 
original intention that 'The Board shall appoint the State Librarian!...," 
and because this change caused ®... the present law as it is now on the 
statute books to deviate from the intent of the Federation in sponsoring 
this eee the Federation asked that the law be amended so as to 
insure its original intent. 

The Federation kept plugging away on the issue, and by 1953, with 
the cooperation of Mrs. Fred D. Boice, Jr., second Vice-President of the 
Federation and State Legislator from Laramie County, the proposed revision 
was introduced in the thirty-second session of the State Legislature and 
readily aoeepted,#2 

The Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, upon whose initiative the 
Library bill was prepared and presented to the Legislature, rendered in- 
valuable service to the citizens of the State of Wyoming in general, as 
well as historians, legislators, and tourists who are interested in West- 
ern Americana. For in instigating the systematic preservation of official 
records, private papers and historical relics, this determined group of 
women gave the needed impetus toward the cultivation and safe-guarding of 
Wyoming's cultural heritage. 


ea raneaas June, 1951. 


43 ubwonan, April, 1953, p. 8 and Session Laws of Wyoming, 1953, 
Chapter 143. 
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It was not until the start of the First World War that the Federa- 
tion displayed any official interest in internetional affairs, but, in 
191), when it became apparent that the United States would be involved 
either directly or indirectly in the war, the women of the State adopted 
the first of three resolutions urging that the war in Europe be settled 
without any interference on the part of the United States, Further sug- 
gestions that international arbitration be the means for a peaceful set- 
tlement were to no ace ine and contrary to the feelings of the Federation 
the United States went to war. With our entrance into the war, clubwomen 
everywhere threw themselves whole-heartedly into promoting the war effort 
on the home front, forgetting or at least ignoring their former protests. 
Many and varied resolutions were adopted during the war years which were 
concerned with such things as the purchase of Liberty Bonds, conditions 
in arny camps, food production and conservation, and the establishment of 
"Zurlouzh homes for American boys in France? 

After the successful conclusion of the war, the Federation devoted 
considerable time to the study of the newly formed League of Nations, 
However, their action was confined simply to studying President Wilson's 
brain=-child, for they offered no resolutions on the subject, either pro 
or con, until the early 1930's, At that time a resolution was, in con- 
vention, presented and accepted which suggested that though the United 


States had failed to join the League, it was nevertheless the best hope 


lies nutes, October, 191), October, 1915 and October, 1916. 


Lous nates, October, 1918. 


82 


for maintaining world peace, and therefore was deemed worthy of further 
study on the part of Federation nenbers 46 At the same time the Federa- 
tion advocated the immediate ratification of the Statute of the Permanent 
Court of International fustite and began bombarding Senators Carey and 
Kendrick with requests for affirmative action on the proposal when it was 
brought up for ratification, Both senators were astute enough to realize 
the voting potential represented in the organized women of Wyoming, thus 
prompt answers were forthcoming fron each. Senator Kendrick replied that 
" .e you may rest assured of my continued support of any move tending to 
pronote werld peace," but Senator Carey, not yet ready to commit himself, 
answered "When the question does reach the floor of the Senate you may 
be assured that I will give very careful study to your arawaee we Un- 
willing te settle for half-way measures the Federation continued to pressure 
Senator Carey until he finally agreed that he would favor the Court when 
it came to a vote provided it seemed at the time "a wise and safe courses"? 
Unfortunately for the supporters of the movement the treaty failed to 
receive the two-thirds majority necessary for ratification, and the United 
States did not in that or any other year join the World Court, 

With much wishful thinking, the Federation during the 1930's was 


quick to echo the national sentiments favoring complete isolation from 


all international disputes that did not directly concern the Western 


Ne tees September, 1932. 
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Clubwomen, October-November=December, 1933, p. 9. 


Hemisphere. This determination took form in a series of resolutions 


which supported an embargo on arms shipments to warring nations, 20 and 
» frequent attacks in the Clubwoman on munitions makers as the cause and 
beneficiaries of wars. An article appearing in a 1937 issue of the Club- 
woman subscribing fully to the "devil theory" as the cause of wars, the 
munitions manufacturers (particularly Krupp of Germany and Armstrong- 
“Vickersof England) were not only given blame for causing World War I, but 
were also labeled responsible for "... stirring up armed strife in any 
part of the world where it is possible [in reference to the Italo- 
Ethiopian dispute7 n> 

With the invasion of Poland in September, 1939 and the entrance of 
England and France into the war against Germany, the Federation in ae- 
cord with the rest of the country, stepped up its "peace at any price" 
propaganda. An editorial entitled "The Heritage of Peace," appearing in 
the October, 1939, Clubwoman stated that "The great task of the American 
people will be a rigid control of their emotions and the insulating of 
themselves against shocks of deliberate propaganda."?* A companion piece 
styled "Jar Fears" complained that "... America must not enter the con- 
flict. The consequences of participation would be disastrous to our 
well-being.... Many efforts will be made to arouse our emotions.... If 


things go badly for England and France there is certain to be a tremendous 
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campaign for American intervention upon the ground that a victory for 
Germany would be a direct and immediate threat to American safety.... 
This is not a sound argument but thoughtful people are accepting it to- 
day.... /Thus7 a great service will be performed ... by those organiza- 
tions such as the women's clubs which build up at this time the sentiment 
which will be ready to save America from war when the question becomes 
presente The December issue of the Clubwoman contained the follow- 
ing: "In our country we [women have many opportunities for service, I 
know that the women of America are willing to do as much today to avoid 
war, and to keep their sons out of the trenches, as they did to help win 


5 


the World War. Peace for America." 


With the presidential proclamation of neutrality to bolster their 
hopes, the Federation seemed to take new heart at the prospects for peace. 
At any rate careful search of the files of the Clubwoman for 19):0 shows 
a complete disinterest in the course of the war. But with the fall of 
France and the withdrawal of British forces from the Continent, followed 
Shortly thereafter by the beginning of the "Battle of Britain", seemed to 
arouse a new and more sympathetic interest towards the embattled British. 
With this tendency having already begun, the passing of the Lend-Lease 
bill and the "destroyer for bases" deal proved to be a telling blow to the 
Federation's isolationist tendencies. The tone of the Clubwoman articles 
and editorials underwent a remarkable change as evidenced by a piece en- 


titled "Help to Nazi-Conquered Lands?" which may be found in the February, 
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191, issue, protesting American support of war relief for conquered coun- 
tries even in the name of mercy, on the grounds that such help would be 
a direct aid to Germany and a slap in the face for England. The article 
concluded by saying, "Let us extend what sympathy we have, what help we 
have to give to those who are fighting for the survival of the Democracy 
that was born on our soil." 

When war came, the Federation, as did the rest of the Nation, turned 
its efforts to the winning of the war, and as in 1917 the clubs all around 
the State eagerly began the business of promoting the sale of War Bonds 
(instead of Liberty Bonds)organizing USO centers(rather than working for 
the establishment of furlough homes in France), carrying on scrap metal 
and waste fats campaigns, and urging the establishment of a Women's Army 
Auxiliary one anne 

The Federation was most certainly not alone in its determination to 
keep the United States out of war, and it should not necessarily be criti- 
cized for the course it followed. For in the final analysis the Federation, 
and its sister organizations all over the country, were merely reflecting 
what might be called "the mood of the times." More important than the 
causes it espoused in the 1930!s is the remarkable way in which, virtually 
overnight, it became a strong and much respected instrument in the mobil- 
ization of home industriés so vital to the successful prosecution of the 


ware 
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Being composed for the most part of housewives and mothers, the Fed- 
eration displayed a natural interest in and concern over issues which 
might be classified as in the realm of public morals. The increasing 
sale and consumption of intoxicating liquors in the early 1900's provid- 
ed an excellent medium for lady crusaders bent on saving the public 
(and their erring husbands)from "demon rum." Thus it was that in 1913 
the Federation began its campaign against "... intoxicating liquors and 
their twin evil, white slavery."°’ The next year's resolution became 
more adamant, demanding that nation-wide prohibition be established by 
the federal government. In an after thought the resolution was amended 
to read "state and nation-wide prohibition."?° Deciding to concentrate 
on first things first, the Federation in 1915 proposed an amendment to 
the Wyoming Constitution providing for statewide prohibition.°” when it 
became increasingly evident to the "anti-salooners" that federal legis- 
lation would be necessary if they were to have any form of prohibition, 
an amendment was introduced and passed by Congress in 1917 which aimed 
at the establishment of national prohibition under the auspices of the 
federal government. In little more than a year(following the elections 
of 1918)the legislatures of three-fourths of the states(Wyoming being 

a asnatas, September, 1913. 
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among them)had adopted the Amendment, with the result that its proclama- 
tion followed on January 29, 1919, to go into effect one year later. 

Secure in its belief that prohibition was here to stay, the Federa- 
tion did not again concern itself with the issue until 1928, when concerned 
over the growing demand for repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment, it re- 
affirmed its belief in the necessity for prohibition and pledged its sup- 
port to both state and national agencies detailed to enforce the belabored 
g62 This pledge was renewed in 1930 and 1931, but by that time the 
handwriting was on the wall with the Republican party favoring a revision 
and the Democrats demanding outright repeal. 

Despite the enthusiasm which had attended the enactment of the Eight- 
eenth Amendment, enforcement proved to be a difficult business, and once 
prohibition was a fact the country seemed to regret its gesture of self- 
denial. Drinking continued, and even became fashionable. The neighbor- 
hood bar gave way to the speakeasy and home-brewing became the national 
pastime. As one history of contemporary America puts it, "Prohibition 
gave liquor the savor of forbidden fruit and women learned that drinking 
might be oa saauteteEaes 

With Roosevelt!s overwhelming victory in 1932 the issue was no longer 
in doubt, and the Eighteenth Amendment was repealed in near record hes 
and the problem of liquor control was back where it had been before the 


First World War. 


60 
Minutes, September, 1928. 
Oliscker and Zahler, p. 357. 


Cane Twenty-first Amendment was proposed by Congress on February 
20, 1933, and declared ratified December 5, 1933. 
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The sudden death of the "experiment noble in motive® led the Feder- 
ation immediately to embark on a temperance education program which it 
still continues in the form of an essay contest for Wyoming high school 
students on the subject of the evils of alcohol, and diligent efforts to 
obtain the cooperation of local law enforcement officials in enforcing 
rigid adherence to the liquor laws of the State, especially those sections 
which prohibit the sale of liquor to Sian 

A move by certain interests in the State to introduce a bill legal- 
izing gambling in Wyoming was begun very quietly in September, 1937, just 
prior to the twenty-fourth session of the State Legislature. Not being 
given sufficient warning, the Federation was unable to present a formal 
resolution opposing the move, but its individual members were speedily 
acquainted with the proposed bill and being forewarned were able to insti- 
tute such a formidable campaign against the bill that it was never even 
iieancad ee The gambling interests did not give up so easily however, 
and in 1939 they again tried to have the measure introduced before the 
Legislature. 

The Federation's Publicity Committee working with the Legislative 
Committee prepared and sent to every legislator three different letters 
setting forth facts and figures which sustained the Federation's stand 
against the bill. The Clubwoman reported that "The Post Office was swamped 


like unto the Holiday time, and the Legislators threw up their hands in 
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despair at the huge numbers of mail poured in upon their desks... asking 
for their support in suppressing this pit." 

Newspapers all over the State joined in the cry of protest, and as 
a result of all the adverse publicity given the bill, no legislator 
could be found who was willing to risk political suicide by presenting 
it. Here the matter rested throughout the war years, but at the 19)9 
session of the State Legislature the bill was finally introduced and 
brought to a vote. While the bill was defeated by a large majority, the 
Federation in its 1950 convention adopted a resolution which reiterated 
its position opposing licensed gambling. 

Shortly after the 1949 session of the Legislature the Kefauver Com- 
mittee attained national prominence through its exposure of the link 
between national crime syndicates and organized gambling interests all 
over the country. Obviously in the face of such facts the time was not 
right for another move on behalf of legalized gambling, nor has the issue 
been considered since. 

In briefly summarizing fifty years of work and achievement on the 
part of the Federation, two points should be emphasized. In motions and 
Peeotictore expressing a positive attitude in favor of a new project, 
success was usually forthcoming, but a rash of "anti" legislation (anti- 


cigarettes resolution in 1915; anti-crime programs on the radio and 
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anti-crime reports in the newspapers)in which the Federation set itself 
up as the arbiter of the public morals, produced no tangible results 
other than a lessening of prestige in legislative circles. The Federa- 
tion, profiting from past mistakes, has in more recent years confined 
itself to less controversial proposals, leaving the protection of the 


public morals to other agencies. 


CHAPTER IV 
GROWTH BRINGS CHANGES 


As the Wyoming Federation has grown in numbers and broadened in 
perspective, its Constitution and By-Laws have necessarily undergone con- 
siderable change. The original Constitution and By-Laws for the Wyoming 
State Federation of Women's Clubs, prepared by a pre-convention committee 
and adopted at the organizational meeting in Jammary, 190), was designed 
to meet the needs of a relatively small group, As the Federation ex- 
panded through the addition of new clubs it soon became apparent that the 
original governing document was inadequate in various respects. 

One of the first amendments, which was adopted at the second annual 
meeting in 1905, provided for an addition to the article which dealt 
with the assessment of dues. The Constitution provided for a flat rate 
of two dollars per club, but in the intervening year the Federation, 
which had increased from the fifteen original clubs to a total of eight- 
pera discovered that a readjustment was necessary. A new provision was 
therefore added to Article V of the Constitution which stated that "The 
dues of each club of twenty members or less shall be two dollars per an- 
num. Clubs of more than twenty members shall be assessed at the rate 


of ten cents per capita. Clubs doing purely Philanthropic work shall 


Sapa of the Second Annual Convention, 1905, on file in the 
Archives of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, 
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be assessed at the same rate but not to exceed five dollars," The dues 
of each City Federation, however, continued to be assessed at the rate 
of two dollars paairhek po 

Another amendment adopted at the same time clarified the President's 
position in regard to the appointment of committees. In the original 
version of the By-Laws this duty was implied by the stipulation "The 
President ... shall supervise plans for extending, unifying and render- 
ing efficient the work of the Federations "2 The amendment adopted mere- 
ly added to the existing section one more sentence which read "The 
President shall have the power to appoint committees as she shall deem 
necessary." 

The 190) Constitution did not set any deadline for the payment of 
dues by the individual clubs, nor provide any penalty for non-payment, 
By the 1906 Convention, however, it had become necessary to make provision 
for such oceurrences. The resulting two sections which were added to Art- 
icle V stipulated that (1) all club dues were to be paid annually on or 
before the first day of September, and (2) delegates to Federation con- 
ventions from clubs which were delinquent in the payment of dues would not 
be permitted to participate in any of the meetings of the Recension 

By 1910 the Federation had almost doubled in size, having twenty-nine 


federated clubs with a membership of close to one thousand ot gihie With 
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Sesests of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, Article I, Section I. 
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the numerical increase the Federation had developed a more complex in- 
ternal structure, with the addition of numerous committees of varying 
importance, Mrs. Harriet Shiek, past president of the organization, feel- 
ing that members of all committees should be accorded voting privileges 
in keeping with their official positions, recommended that Article IV of 
the By-Laws be so sisetiede 

The Corresponding Secretary, responsible for the processing of ap- 
plications for membership in the Federation, as well as a considerable 
portion of the organization's official correspondence, had become over= 
burdened, In an attempt to alleviate the situation, a Chairman of Club 
Extension was appointed who, in conjujction with the Vice-President, would 
henceforth be in charge of receiving and approving applications fron clubs 
indicating an interest in federating. The 1912 meeting of the Federation 
approved of the proposed change and voted to incorporate the new plan 
into the eouatretiens At the same time, the Convention adopted a meas- 
ure designed to help the Corresponding Secretary keep an accurate account 
of the membership of the Federation. Previously each club had been re- 
quired to send an annual report to the Corresponding Secretary, but the 
content of such reports was left entirely up to the individual groups. 
As a result the reports not only lacked uniformity but in many cases did 
not include those statistics necessary to maintain an adequate record of 
the Federation's growth, The amendment as adopted did not provide for 
Tyas nutes, October, 1910. 
Oui nutes, October, 1912. 
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an absolute uniformity of content, but it did require each club to in- 
clude in its yearly report the names of all officers and the number of 
its paid members.” 

The delegates to the fifteenth annual meeting of the Wyoming Federa- 


10 effected an amendment to their Constitution 


tion of Women's Clubs 
which gave official cognizance to what had long since become the most 
important function of the Federation, service to the State of Wyoning 
through unity of purpose and action. In the beginning the stated object 
of the perin was ".,, to bring into communication with one another the 
various Women's Clubs throughout the State, that they may compare methods 
of work and become mutually helpful." This article wes then amended 
to read "Its object shall be to bring together the various Women's Clubs 
eee that, united, they may be, not only mutually helpful, but may work 
for the general welfare of Wyoming "2° 

The year 1922 produced a lengthy list of amendments, some of which 
were long overdue, and all of which were necessary if the Federation of 


sebenty-two clubs? was to continue to function amoothly and efficiently. 


The Custodian of the newly created Bidowment Fund was made a member of 


*>Yinutes, October, 1912. 


10m. name of the Federation was changed in 1915 through the adoption 


of a constitutional amendment which eliminated the word State from the 
official title. 

ae Ceneticn ion of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, Article II. 
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the Executive Board, and the Corresponding Secretary was removed fron 

the list of elected officers and added to that of appointed officers, 

This change made it possible for future administrations if they so de- 

sired to employ a trained secretary whose job it was to assist the pres- 

ident in answering the Federation's correspondence, which even then had 

assumed formidable proportions. Perhaps the most important and certain- 

ly the most overdue amendment adopted at that time was one which raised 

the dues, For cighteen years the Federation had existed on dues which 

at the most were only ten cents per capita, and in the intervening eight-~ 

een year period the Federation had undertaken an expansion of its 

services to all members. In 1920 it had begun publication of The Wyoming 

Clubyoman which had proved to be a definite drain on the Federation's al- 

ready inadequate treasury, even though the members were required to pay 

a subscription fee. The proposed revision, raising the dues from ten cents 

per capita to twenty-five cents per capita was adopted with no difficulty.“ 
Two years later, in 192), the whole article dealing with the payment 


of dues was re-written, The dues of each City Federation were raised to 


five dollars per year, and the per capita dues of all clubs, regardless 
of size, were henceforth to be levied at a rate of fifty cents per per- 


son. Despite the fact that dues had more than doubled two years earlier, 


the Federation still could not meet its operating expenses. Accompanying 


the raise in dues was a change in the date on which club dues became de- 
linguent. Previously the dues were payable by the first of September, but 


this had proved to be impractical, particularly from the point of view of 
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the harassed treasurer. The Federation's annual meetings were scheduled 
in the fall, frequently in early September, and having until September 1 
to pay their dues many clubs took full advantage of the provision, often 
times not sending in their dues until a day or two before the deadline. 
The treasurer was thus faced with two problems: (1) the accrediting of 
delegates to the annual meetings, which might be only two or three days 
distant, and (2) the preparation of her yearly report which she was re- 
quired to present at the convention. Needless to say, the situation had 
become intolerable. The amendment which was finally adopted designating 
the first of April as the last day on which dues for the coming year 
could be paid, thus avoided the confusion which had been rampant in pre- 
vious eben 

The Constitution and By-Laws were again amended in 1927. Club dues 
were made payable by the first of December, though there was a grace 
period of one month before the dues became delinquent. Two sections of 
Article IIT, long obsolete, were deleted from the Constitution. The first 
of these, Section 2, stated that "The President of each Federated Club 
shall be a Vice President of the State Federation ...." When the Consti- 
tution was framed there were only fifteen clubs, and it may be assumed 
that its authors had not envisioned the enormous increase in membership 
which occurred during the Federation's first twenty years. Though the 
total number of clubs had dropped by 1927 to fifty-six from 192\'s high 
of seventy-five, such a sizable number of vice-presidents was neither 
needed nor utilized. These vice-presidents, according to Section h, in 


conjunction with the Executive Board functioned, in theory but not in 
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practice, as the Federation's Board of Directors "... to consider the 
promote such measures as shall be for the interest of the Federation, "26 
From the preceding twenty-three years there remains no record of any 
meeting of the Directors, whose duties overlapped those of the Executive 
Board, nor is it likely that there ever would have been one, primarily 
because of the unmwieldly size of the Board. The two sections which were 
thus satives ow that which provided for the Vice-Presidents and its con- 
panion section which detailed their duties, made the Constitution a more 
practical as well as a more realistic document. 

Following lengthy discussion by members of the Executive Board, the 
decision was made in 1931 to propose a change in regard to the Federa- 
tion's annual meetings. It had become increasingly more difficult to 
find accommodations in a large number of Wyoming cormunities for th 
sizable delegations of women who annually represented their indcividual 
clubs at the State Conventions. As each club wished to ssrve as hostess 
to the annual meeting, and many of them were unable to provide suitable 
housing and msals without resorting to the use of private homes, it was 
cecided that the problem could be solved if the Federation had a biennizl 
convention and in alternate years had a much smaller council neeting. 
The primary difference between the two would be in the number of dele- 


gates each club would be expected to send as its representatives. When 


Constitution of the Yyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, 
Article III, Section}, — 


Lyinutes, September, 1927. 
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the question was put to a vote it was readiiy accepted and the Consti- 
tution revised accordingly. One other distinction which should be men- 
tioned concerns the function of the Council Meeting as opposed to that 
of the Convention. All matters of Federation business could be attended 
to at the Council Meetings except the election of officers and the 
adoption of amendments to the Constitution and Beeraneeon 

There were several attempts made during the next fourteen years to 
amend further the Constitution and By-Laws, >? but only one of the pro- 
posed amendments was successful. In 1940 the General Federation had 
raised its per capita dues five cents, but at the time the Executive 
Board of the Wyoming Federation, thinking the local clubs would be un- 
willing immediately to assume the extra financial burden, voted to make 
the Federation treasury.responsible for the additional sum until the 
membership could be informed of the increase and an amendment to the 
By-Laws could be nesee edhe Due to the war emergency the 1943 Conven- 
tion was cancelled, but the proposed increase in dues which was voted 
on by mail, passed and the dues were accordingly increased to fifty- 


five cents per ee 


184 nutes, September, 1931. 

1 

W7In 1937 a move was made to eliminate the office of Auditor from the 
list of general officers of the Federation, but was defeated, as the 
necessary two-thirds majority was not obtained. 


Ovsnutes, Executive Board, October 10, 190. 


eloiubwoman, October, 1943, p. 2h. 


In August of 194), a committee was appointed to study the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws, and to formulate a list of needed changes which would 
then be voted on at the biennial convention in 195. The study was made 
and changes proposed, but in the meantime the Office of Defense Trans~ 
portation had prohibited unnecessary travel and specifically requested 
organizations to cancel convention plans for the duration of the nation- 
al emergency, The Executive Board complied with the request, cancelling 
plans for the 195 convention, but as there were pressing matters up for 
consideration which the Board felt could not be postponed until 197, 
it was decided, as had been done in 1943, to present them to the members 
and ask them to vote by mail.°* 

The revisions for the most part were made in the interests of greater 
clarity and conformity to the Constitution of the General Federation. 

The Chairman of Extension for Junior Clubs was made a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board, and the position of General Federation Director was made 

a separate office by means of striking that clause in the Constitution 
which said that the President could also be the General Federation Direc- 
tor, a move suggested by the General Federation in 1931.79 The qualifi- 
cations for the offices of president, first vice-president and second 


vice-president were amended to read "No member shall be eligible for ... 


office [of president, first vice-president and second vice-president/ 


eMintont Executive Board, April 27, 195. 
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who has not served as President of a local Federated club for at least 
six months and as a State Chairman for at least one tern, "24 

Two years later, in 19);7, the section was again amended. The quali- 
fications were modified to the extent that a candidate was required to 
have been either a local club president or a state chairman rather than 
both. This was a necessary expedient, as during the war years the 
Federation membership had dropped fron seventy-three clubs and twenty- 
eight hundred members in 19h0,-° to sixty-four clubs and approximately 
eighteen hundred members in 19h:7."! Many of the sixty-four federated 
clubs in 197 were new clubs whose officers and members elike were rela- 
tively inexperienced in clubwork. Faced with the problem cf finding 
women both eligible and willing to serve as officers, the Federation was 
thus out of necessity forced to lessen its requirements. 

The seventh biennial convention in 1949 considered a series of amend- 
ments which had received the prior approval of the Executive Board along 
with a strong plea for their adoption. All the amendments were adopted 
with two exceptions: (1) a proposal to raise the per capite dues to one 
dollar was defeated, and the dues raised to seventy-five cents instead, 
and (2) a nlan to vote in convention by ballot on suggested amendments 


was not accepted. The amendments which were successful, however, 


23) 
“Constitution of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, 
Article III, Section 3, as amended in June, 195. 
eM Titasy June, 1917. 


CCC INDacmanteDaCenberin1clo mp nts 


27clubwoman, September, 1947, p. 1. 


oe NIN ee NR ONIN ro 


101 


provided for some important changes in the organizational structure of 
the Federation. The office of Auditor, whose official functions had 
long since been performed by certified auditing firms, was abolished, 
and the Corresponding Secretary, an appointee of the President, was re- 
moved from the list of general officers with her future appointment made 
optional, Further changes required the President to appoint a member- 
ship chairman, who along with the President and First Vice-President 
would be responsible for the approval of the applications of prospective 
members. A final amendment stipulated that the Executive Board meet in 
official session at least once in each gute 

In 19$1 the President was relieved of the duty of appointing a 
Chairman of Junior Clubs, with the approval of an amendment providing 
for the election of the Junior Chairman by the delegates representing 
the Federation's Junior Clubs at the biennial convention. A new section 
was ratified which provided that "Resolutions adopted at annual meetings 
shall form the policies of the Wyoming Federation.... The duration of a 
resolution shall be until its objective shall have been reached or un- 
til the end of the administration in which it was introduced at which 
time it may or may not be reaffirmed...."@? This was a much needed clari- 
fication, as in the past there had been no indication as to what the 
duration of a resolution was to be, thus in effect tying the hands of 
future administrations which might not have wished to assume responsi- 


bility for resolutions adopted in previous years, 


oe anaes: June, 19):9. 


Fusnutes, May, 1951. 
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At this same time the delegates voted to accept an amendment which 
provided for the filling of vacancies in the event one of the general 
officers was unable to complete her term. ‘In the past vacancies were 
automatically filled by the Executive Board, Feeling that the member- 
ship should have some voice in the selection of officers regardless of 
the circumstances, the Constitutional Revision Committee suggested that 
the following amendment be added: "In case of vacancy in the office of 
President the First Vice-President shall become President. The Second 
Vice-President shall become the First Vice-President ...," and other 
vecancies would continue to be filled by the See 

In April, 195), another revision was effected with two significant 
amendments being adopted. The first of these changed both the name and 
the function of the Mary B. Brooks Loan Fund. In former years the Fed- 
eration had made innumerable loans to deserving students, and on the 
whole had received payment in full. There were, however, several instan- 
ces where the recipient had defaulted, leaving the Federation no recourse 
but to forget it or to take legal action against the person. Being 
loath to prosecute, and yet deploring the loss of money, the Federation 
decided to make the loan fund a scholarship fund, with the recipients 
receiving outright grants of money which were not to be repaid. The 
Federation approved the plan, and at the suggestion cf the Executive 
Board agreed that in the future the major portion of contributions would 
be placed in the Endowment Fund rather than in the new Educational Fund, 


as it was the consensus of the grouo that the interest derived from the 


30 
Minutes, Mav, 1951. 
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invested principal of the Educational Fund would be more than adequate 
for the purpose to which it was now dedicated, The second of the two 
smendments stipulated that the Legislative Chairman must live in 
31 

Cheyenne. This was a very necessary qualification as the major por- 
tion of responsibility for the success or failure of the Federation's 
legislative prosram fell to the Legislative Chairman, and if she were 
not in Cheyenne where she had access to State legislators during sessions 
of the Legislature, her job would become increasingly more difficult if 
not altogether impossible. 

The official duties of the President of the Wyoming Federation, 
as outlined in the By-Laws, read as follows: 

The president of the Wyaaing Federation shall preside at all 
meetings and shall be ex-officio chairman of the Executive Beard. 
She shall supervise plans for extending, unifying and rendering 
efficient the work of the Federation. She shall appoint custodians 
of special funds, chairmen named in the Constitution as members of 
the Executive Board and such other chairmen and committees as she 
shall deem necessary. She shall be the official medium of commni- 
cation between the State and General Federation. She shall exert 
herself to promote the interest of tho General Federation in the 


State and shall perform such duties as from time to time may be 
assigned ‘her by the Board of Directors of the General Federation. 
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This definition, however, merely provides a framework around which suc- 
cessive presidents have broadened their duties and increased their serv- 
ices to the Federation. 

The office of president is a demanding one, requiring a woman who 


will give unselfishly of both her time and effort. She must answer the 


Dah ste April, 195. 


aes of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, Article II, 


Section 1. 
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hundreds of letters which ask her help or advice on & multitude of prob- 
lems. She must be able to give to and to command loyalty from her Exec- 
utive Board as well as the various chairmen to whom she has delegated a 
large part of the responsibility for the success or failure of her ad- 
ministration. Without the ccoperation of all the officers of the Fed- 
eration and its many committees, the president's task would be less 
rewarding and far less fruitful. She works closely with her chairmen 

on all manner of projects, ranging from the arrangements for conventions 
and council meetings to the preparation of resolutions on key issues, 
Perhaps the most demanding and yet one of the most rewarding of her of- 
ficial duties is that which takes her all around the State to pay visits 
to each of the federated clubs. 

In the Federation's begiming years the President had little per- 
sonal contact with the local clubs except during the sessions of the 
anual meetings. pean of transportation were difficult, making it 
almost impossible for even the officers comprising the Executive Board 
“ meet together more than once a year. The business of the Federation 
from one annual meeting until the next was thus carried on by use of the 
mails and telegraph. In addition to the hardships imposed by inadequate 
travel facilities, the Federation suffered from a chronic shortage of 
money. None of the officers received any salary, and many of thei were 
forced to rely on their own private means in order to pay expenses while 
on Federation business. Sarly presidents had occasionally made visits 
to a few clubs around the State, but as the Federation grew larger with 
many new clubs seeking admission, the clamor from all the clubs for an 


official visit from the President grew louder. Most of the Federation 
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presidents felt that visits to the clubs were of the utmost importance, 
as many of the clubs needed the inspiration and advice which the presi~ 
dent could give to them. Now clubs often needed guidance and help in 
starting their organizations off in the right direction, and all thought 
that an official visit would be helpful to their understanding of the 
benefits to be derived from fedsration. The clubs were not alone in 
this attitude, as the Executive Board was also a firm supporter of the 
personal contact idea, 

The Federation treasury was unable to provide the funds necessary 
to finance many such trips, and the presidents were becoming more re- 
luctant to pay their cw expenses. As a possible sclution the Executive 
Board in 1921 suggested that an Endownent Fund be set up, the interest 
from which would provide revenue to help defray the cost of such visits. 
The clubs responded generously, and while the Fund was not an immediate 
nor a lasting panacea, it did provide some measure of relief. During 
the depression years the Federation membership dropped, >> anc the Pres- 
ident had fewer clubs to visit and less miles to travel. This fact 
coupled with the increases in dues during the early 1920's pbui the Fed- 
eration on a sound financial basis for the first time in many years. 
Shortly before World War II, however, the Federation's membership began 
to rise sharply. With the numerical increase came a need for more money, 
but before steps could be taken to raise the dues the United States en- 
tered the war and all travel was sharply curtailed, thus eliminating 


most ot the Federation's financial worries. 


33the nunber of federated clubs in 1929 was sixty-four, but by 1936 
it had fallen to fifty-six clubs. 
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Since the war steps have been taken to improve the situation, and 
with an increase in dues, an expansion of the Endowment Fund and strict 
budgeting, the Federation has been quite adequately provided for, and 
the official visits have continued with a resulting strengthening of 
the ties between the State Federation and its local clubs. 

The office of First Vice~President of the Federation encompasses 
many duties which are comparable to those of the President, though on 
a more restricted scale, The vice-president serves as the presiding 
officer at all meetings of the Executive Board, and often relieves the 
President of some of her officiating duties at the annual meetings. 
Many of the more recent holders of this office have also made it a prac- 
tice to accompany the President on some of her official visits, thus 
establishing personal contacts of her own as well as gaining valuable 
insight into the President's duties. In gaining knowledge of an exper- 
dence in sane of the duties that the President falls heir to, the First 
Vice-President is better able herself to assume the responsibilities of 
the president's office in the event a vacancy occurs, or by virtue of 
being elected to the office at a future date. As in most organizations 
the Federation's officers usually advance each term until reaching the 
office of president, consequently the training that the First Vice- 
President, as well as the other officers, received under previous ad- 
ministrations gives her a background which is quite essential if the 
Federation is to function smoothly through the biennial change of officers. 

The First Vice-President is also the editor-in-chief of The Wyoming 


Clubwoman. This in itself is a full-time job, and demands considerable 
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skill and foreknowledge. The editor must understand and appreciate the 
intricacies of newspaper composition, and be prepared te furnish "file 
lers" in the event a promised articles does not materialize. She must 
also be able to cope with the persistent problem of obtaining enough 
advertising to cover part of her operating expenses, and allotting suf- 
ficient space to carry the ads for which the paper has contracted. 
Finally, it is the editor's unhappy responsibility to compile and main- 
tain a complete and up to date mailing list of all Federation members, 
and as one former editor complained, "This has always been an apparently 
unsolvable problem in our Federation." 

The Second Vice-President or Dean of Chairmen has one of the most 
necessary and exacting jobs in the Federation. Upon her falls the task 
of coordinating and directing the activities of the State Chairmen, and 
in order competently to carry out her duty she must be well-versed as 
to the objectives of widely diversified Baparurentst: At the beginning 
of each new administration the president appoints the chairmen who then 
prepare their programs for the coming two years. After the plans are 
complete, the department chairmen submit them to the Dean of Chairmen 
who must study them for possible conflicts of interest and purpose. As 
most of the departments have several sub-divisions, each with its own 
chairman, it is understandable how such conflicts could arise. Once 
the plans have been approved, the Dean of Chairmen must be prepared to 
lend her services and advice to those chairmen who need help in obtaining 


ee 
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°2In 195 there were nine departments which were composed of 
forty-two divisions, covering such things as mental health, conserva-= 
tion of natural resources and good citizenship. 
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source materials and such, and she must particularly be able to provide 
the stimulus necessary to these depertments which are experiencing dif- 
ficulty in getting started et all. 

The State Chairmen jin turn make their services available to their 
counterparts in the individual clubs, in supplying aid in the form of 
program suggestions, lists of possible guest speakers snd guidas to 
pertinent source materials, At the end of each cluo year the local chair- 
men are asked to make comprehensive reports to the appropriate state 
chairmen of their clubs! activities. The State Chairman then submits 
a summary of statewide activity to the Dean of Shairmen, who in turn 
sends it on to the respective General Federation chairmen. 

The secretary and tne treasurer of the Wyoming Federation have no 
duties outside of those usually assigned to their respective offices, 

The Secretary is expected to attend all meetings of the Executive Board, 

as well as the annual meetings, at which meetings she records the min- 

utes of proceedings, which are subjected to the approval of two other 
officers as well as the body of the convention vefore being officially 
transcribed and placed in the Federation archives, The Treasurer is 
responsible for the collection of all monies belonging tc the Federation, 
except that of the Educational Fund and the Endowment Fund. She pays 

all the authorized bills of the Federation, and at the end of each club 
year must present her books for audit after which she is required to submit 


36 


a financial report to the membership ef ail receipts and expenditures. 


6 : : 
3 All of the general officers are expected to oresent annual reports 
to the membership, but the Treasurer is the only one required to do so by 


the Constitution and By-Laws. 
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The Executive Board of the Wyoming Federation is composed of all 


the general officers, the Chairman of the President's Cound > the 


Custodians of the Educational Fund and the Endownent Fund and the Chair- 
man of the Junior glubs.?° This Board, which meets at least once in each 
quarter, is entrusted with the transaction of the Federation's business 
in the interim between annual meetings. Its duties consist of: (1) the 
approval of bills which have been presented to the treasurer; (2) the 
study of resolutions submitted for presentation at the annual meeting; 
(3) the implementation of resolutions which are adopted in convention; 
(4) the preparation of the official call to convention and (5) the desig- 
nation of the time and seca? cf the annual meeting. In the event a 
vacancy occurs in the office of secretary or that of treasurer, the Ex- 
ecutive Board selects someones to fill the office until the time of the 
next biennial convention. It is at these Board meetings that the Fed- 
eration's officers air any grievances they may have and discuss their 
problems, accomplishments and future plans. Here, also, they seek and 
give aid to one another in an attempt to further the progress and increase 
the services of the Federation. 

The growth of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs over a fifty- 


year period was the product of loyal effort and conscientious leber on 


Tone President's Council is composed of the presidents of all the 
federated clubs, and usually meets once a year av the time of the annual 
meeting, at which time they exchange ideas and discuss common problems, 


corset ttl on cf the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, Article 
III, Section 2. 


37 one initial invitation for an annual meeting comes from one or 
more clubs which will serve as hostess to the Federation. The Executive 
Board considers all invitations received and then accepts one of them 
on behalf of the Federation, 
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the part of all the Federation's members. The Federation constantly 
strove to improve its services to its members, and in so doing demon- 
strated to non-federated clubs the intrinsic value to be gained through 
such federation, The majority of women's clubs were and still are 
formed in order to promote civic betterment, be it along educational, 
legislative, philanthropic or even purely literary lines. Many such 
groups emerged as the result of the inability of one ox two women to 
effect a needed civic improvement. Thus federation, in the broadest 
sense of the word, began when a larger group ci women joined together 
to attempt to bring about the change that individually tney ware not 
able to accomplish, Federaticn on a state-wide level had much the same 
impetus, as one club could not hope to influence successfully taose 
Gtate legislators who were not directly responsiole to them in legis- 
lative matters. The Wyoming Federation was not, however, interested in 
legislative progress alene. It has consistently pronotea a higher level 
of understanding and progress in such varied fields as homemaking, citi- 
zenstiip and appreciation of literature and tne aris. dn reaching all of 
their many goals tha club becomes itvaluacle to the indiviaual member, 
and tne State Federation assumes a proportionate value to eacn club, 

The overall benefits of federation are far reaching in their impact 
on the local clubs and each member. Hany women join cluos twarouga a 
need for group activity, friendship end a oroadening of personal con- 
cepts. Cluvs usually seek federation with a larger group because of 
similar factors. When affiliated wita tne larger organization, individ- 


ual cluos are given the opportunity to widen their aorizons, to increase 
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their efficiency, and to participate in an ideal democracy which is 
more intimate than that of government. The Wyoming Federation also of- 
fers definite plans for action, and provides the means for achieving 
such action through the utilization of its most powerful weapon, har- 
monious interaction on the part of its body politic. 

The relationship between the state organization and its members is 
a very important one, and one which must be constantly nurtured, The 
Federation must continue to justify its existence and this it can do 
only through the achievement of concrete results and a display of tangi- 
ble services, The local clubs can continue to function without the 
presence of the State Federation, but the Federation must have the ac- 
tive cooperation and good will of each of its members or it will cease 
to exist, for the individual clubs in essence are the Federation, Simi- 
larly, the cluods themselves have an inherent duty to the parent organi- 

ya zation. In expressing a desire to tederate, they indicated their 

Willingness to submerge their individuality to some extent, and to work 
for the “good of the whole. In order to attain that measure of effective 
action they desire, they must actively and loyally cooperate with the 
Federation in @ll phases of its work. Passive resistance has its merits, 
but not on projects which have been designated as worthy of support by 
the majority opinion. 

Less than two months after its inception on Jauary 20, 1904, the 
Wyoming Federation applied for admission to the General Fedcration cf 

= Women's Clubs, The desire to affiliate with the national group was moti- 


vated by considerations akin to those which prompted the representatives 
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from the fifteen original clubs to join together to form a state organ- 
ization. The General Federation of Women's Clubs offers services to the 
Wyoming Federation which are counterparts of those provided by the 
Wyoming group to its federated members. These services are beneficial 
‘to the Wyoming Federation primarily because they are the result of wid- 
er experience and broader contacts with experts in all phases of Fede- 
ration work. The Wyoming Federation, in utilizing these resources, is 
then able to disseminate vast quantities of information to all the clubs, 
giving them material which might otherwise be unavailable for those 
groups which are located in areas with inadequate library facilities, 
The most momentous function of the General Federation, like that 
of the Wyoming Federation, is the adoption, in national convention, of 
resolutions dssigned to bring about specific legislative changes or to 
give support to movements or ideas already jnaugurated, Once the reso- 
lutions are adopted it is then up to each state federation to endorse 
them or not as they see fit. In general the Wyoming Federation has given 
more or less perfunctory approval to the resolutions adopted by the Gen-~ 
eral Federation, Approval has been withheld, however, when the resolu- 
tions of the General Federation, even though they were approved by a 
majority of the convention delegates, have been contrary to sectional 
interests, For example, in 198 the General Federation of Women's Clubs 
adopted two resolutions urging the Federal Government to safeguard the 
resources of the public grazing lands and the national forests for the 
benefit of all the people rather than allowing "special interest groups" 


to use the lands for their own purposes. The Wyoming Federation refused 
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to endorse the resolution on the prounds that it vas "unfeir end un= 
favorable" to a basic industry of Wyoming and the West. The Wyoming 
Federation President, Mrs. Paul Dupertuis, at the request of the Exec- 
utive Board, immediately contacted the Wyoming Stock Growers Association 
.and informed them that though the resolutions had been adopted by the 
General Federation, the Wyoming Federation had voted unanimously not to 


sanction them, 


Os nutes » Executive Board, June 2, 1948, and Minutes, June, 1948. 


CHAPTER V 


CLUB HISTORIES 


Miss May Hamilton, a former historian of the Wyoming Federation of 
Women's Clubs was interested in compiling histories of each federated 
club, and in the early 1930's many of the clubs, at her suggestion, 
composed detailed reports of their activities, which were subsequently 
placed in the Federation's Archives. 

During the 190-19) club year the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs, as a part of its Fiftieth Anniversary celebration, asked each 
federated club in the United States to write a history of its organi- 
zation, Mrs. Oddmund Josendal, historian of the Wyoming Federation at 
that time, composed a historical questionnaire which was sent to each 
of Wyoming's seventy-one federated clubs. According to a notation by 
Mrs, Josendal, only thirty~nine of the clubs sent in the completed ques- 
tionnaire. In 195), the Wyoning Federation's new historian, Miss Lola 
Homsher, submitted another questionnaire to each of the Federation's 
member clubs, and informed the groups that the questionnaire would be 
the basis for the individual club histories, which were to be included 
in the overall project. All but four clubs responded to this question- 
naire, but, unfortunately, some clubs answered with a minimum of fact 
and explanation. As a result, the individual histories which are in- 
cluded herein vary according to the amount and type of information 


available through the questionnaire, plus additional information gained 
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through a study of those few histories which were compiled during the 
1930's, and the 190 questionnaire. 

The clubs which did not return the questionnaire, and have since 
ignored written requests for information, are not included in this sec- 
tion. They are the Casper Woman's Club, the Osage Woman's Club, the 
Torrington Spanish Speaking Club, and the Lusk Woman's Club. 

The pioneer groups which preceded the women's clubs early expressed 
a longing for "better things," and 80 in small towns a few women would 
join their interests and their talents to become a club -= which might 
be defined as a group of women organized in a comunity to promote move- 
ments looking toward the betterment of life, 

Each club as an entity planned and followed its own course of action. 
And whether its program was that better thing," a study of Shelley and 
Keats, or a quilting bee, its members had learned the value of joining 
together, which in essence is federating. 

The twin purposes of culture and service could be transferred to 
the larger group with confidence in the advantages to be gained. The 
story of the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs is the story of the in- 
dividual clubs, because whether large or small, rural or urban, junior 
or senior, each club is separate and each has a unique contribution to 
make, but most important remains the fact that all have much in common 
regardless of original purpose or motivation. In the last analysis it 
is this togetherness more than any other factor which gives them both 
power and purpose, and without this quality of togetherness they would 


be rendered less effective despite the sincerity and earnestness of 


their purpose. 
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Arvada Woman's Club 


Under the direction of Mrs. Robert Dalzell who was the first pres- 
ident, the Arvada Woman's Club was organized apparently in 1938, with 
a small but enthusiastic membership of ten women: Mrs. Dalzell, Mrs, 
Prank McDermott, Mrs. Sam Hughes, Mrs. Pat Darby, Mrs. Ernest Kendrick, 
Mrs. William Mankameyer, Mrs. J. J. McDermott, Mrs. E. W. Robinson and 
Mrs. Edward Surranyi. The Arvada club was federated on November 1), 
1938, with the Wyoming Federation. 

In its early years the group devoted much of its time and energy 
to helping out the needy and the sick, The members raised money to fi- 
nance these activities in a novel but Penatice way, by passing a "food 
basket" around among themselves. One member would bake a cake, place 
it in the basket and send the basket and cake along to another member 
who would buy the cake and then place another food item in the basket 
which was then sent to yet another member who would repeat the process, 
thus providing the Club with a ready source of income. 

In 190 the group decided that it would like to do something for 
the high school students, and as the graduating high school seniors 
were anxious to have a Junior-Senior prom and banquet but had not been 
able to secure the necessary financial backing, the Woman's Club volun- 
teered to provide the needed funds. The dance was such a success that 
the women again sponsored it in 191 and tee several years after that, 
until the students themselves were ready to assume responsibility for 


the affair. 
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During the war years the members busied themselves with Bond drives, 
Victory gardens, Red Cross work and salvage campaigns, and after the 
war the Club in addition to its other activities sponsored an annual 
children's Christmas party which included a present for every child in 


the community. 
The Basin Woman!s Club 


The Basin Woman's Club was organized in November, 1906, and joined 
the Wyoming Federation in September, 1907. The Club's first president, 
Mrs. C. E. Shaw, was instrumental in securing a public library for the 
community, and interested the members of the group in donating books, 
money and furnishings for the new building. In appreciation of the 
group's contributions, the Library's Board of Directors granted the 
Woman's Club free use of the Library's auditorium, thus giving the Club 
a place to meet for many years. 

In 191) the members promoted the establishment of a domestic science 
department for the local high school, and as their part in making the 
new program a success they raised $250 for the purchase of enough equip- 
ment to enable the high school to conduct a class for sixteen students 
at one time, 

In contributing to the growth of the community the Woman's Club 
was active in securing a canteen for Basin's many teen-agers, and during 
the depression years the group helped entertain the C.C.C. boys who 
spent the summers in camps near Basin. Another very worthy project, 


which is still carried on, finds the group filling one pound coffee cans 
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with homemade candies and cookies and sending these gifts to the boys 
at the Worland Institute. 

Over the years the Basin Club has actively supported the Federation 
in its many projects, contributing much to the Federation's wartime and 
post-war activities, Many of the Club's members distinguished themselves 
in drives for worthy causes and as heads of various civic and religious 
organizations, "In every field of endeavor the Woman's Club members 
have been leaders, and many of them received the inspiration for carry- 
ing out such work from their training with the ... Club," 

Among those outstanding leader-members can be found Mrs. P. W, 
Metz, who is also Regional Chairman for the Girl Scouts of America; 

Mrs. Thomas M. Hyde, Club historian and a member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the American Red Cross; Mrs. A. C. Meloney, a past president 
of the Wyoming Federation; Mrs. Charles Van Devanter, a former County 
Superintendent of Public Schools; and Mrs, William C. Snow, an early 


member of the group and the organizer of the Wyoming Library Association. 
The Big Horn Woman's Club 


The Big Horn Woman's Club was first organized September 8, 1910, 
by Mrs. Catherine Hurlbutt and eight other charter members: Mrs. N. E. 
Overman, Mrs. C. W. Skinner, Mrs. J. W. Custis, Mrs. W. J. Lowery, Mrs. 
Mary Glasgow, Miss Ruth Hensinger, Miss Merle Hensinger, and Miss Nell 
Skinner. In August, 1916, the group joined the Wyoming Federation with 
all nine of the charter members still active and an additional member- 


ship of eighteen other women. 
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The. group's first meetings were held in the homes of the members, 
and sometimes it was necessary to use a team and wagon to reach a meet- 
ing outside the town, while on other occasions the members rode horse- 
back, but "the roads were never too bad, or the weather too cold to keep 
the members home." Over the years the members held rummage sales and 
hake sales, and served dimers to various organizations in the area in 
order to reise money for the purchase of a club house. Finally the 
fund was completed and the women had a clubhouse which they named "The 
Hurlbutt House" in honor of a charter member and Peay, leaten of the 
group. 

"Christmas for several years was the time when ... our members 
joined together with the whole community in making a never=-to-be- 
forgotten spirit of Santa." The vansin parked together for weeks before 
the holiday season, dressing dolls, making toys and filling boxes with 
candy. On Christmas Eve these gifts were delivered by six Santas on 
sleds or in trucks, Each Santa, helped by a dozen or more carolers, 
distributed his gifts, and when all the packages had been passed out 
every ".,.man, women and child in the community of Big Horn /Rad/ re- 
ceived a gift and a sack of candy. The adult gifts were small, but 
every child had a nice gift.... To be in a group with this wonderful 
spirit of Christmas was a great privilege, and one never to be forgotten." 

With the coming of World War II the annual Christmas party was can- 
celled and the ladies of Big Horn devoted their time and effopts to the 


sale of bonds and Red Cross work. As its big wartime project, the 
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group sponsored a canteen for servicemen and servicewomen at the Sheridan 
Railroad Station, where one day a mee they dispensed free refreshments 
to anyone in uniform. 

Since the war the Club has participated in the Federation's inter- 
national goodwill projects, as well as those of more local interest such 
as the alcoholism and Americanism programs, "We have had many honors 
in our community with the many girls winning State contests particularly 
the Alcoholism Contest, and also See very high in the 4H group which 
the Club has always helped and encouraged as much as possible.... By 


these things you can know that we have not been a sleeping club," 
The Buffalo Women's Club 


The Buffalo Women's Club was organized in October, 1926, by Mrs. 

W. H. Halley, who led the group for its first two years. Seven months 
after its organization, the Club joined the Wyoming Federation of Women's 
Clubs. 

The club members were instrumental in initiating several projects 
which had long been needed in their community. One of the first of these 
was a campaign in 1930 to obtain a swimming pool and a public park for 
Buffalo citizens, both young and old. After the successful completion 
of this effort, the Club turned to support of the movement for a new 
hospital for Johnson County, After helping to raise $1500 for the build- 
ing, the members purchased an incubator and a fracture bed for the hos- 


pital, and made numerous gowns for the use of hospitalized patients. 
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In other areas of community life, the Women's Club sponsored high 
school dances after football and basketball games, and worked closely 
with local Girl Scouts and their leaders. Each year the members hold 
a tea in honor of high school girls, largely to introduce them to the 
Club's membership and to acquaint them with the purposes and activities 
of the Club, 

During World War II the Buffalo club sent 160 pounds of cookies to 
the U.S.0. Center in Cheyenne, contributed to the Bundles for Britain 
project, made sewing kits for Wyoming servicemen, and sponsored musical 
recitals, teas and art exhibits for the group's War Activity Fund. 

In post-war years the group earned a fine reputation by its gener- 
ous action in sending over ,000 pounds of clothing and 720 pairs of 
shoes to the needy in Greece. CARE packages for Finland and Korea were 
also high on the Club's list of contributions, as were the many boxes of 
candles which were sent to Korea in 1950. 

Though its membership is small, the Buffalo Women's Club has always 
been a loyal, hard-working member of the Federation, and since affili- 
ating in 1927 has contributed much to the success of the Federation in 


all its many fields of activity. 
Casper Junior Women's Club 


During the summer months of 1946 a group of young married women de~ 
cided that while their husbands played softball, they needed some worth- 
while activity to occupy their time. Mrs. Lois Perales and Mrs. Thelma 


McPherson, the group's first president, suggested that the "softball 
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widows" get together to sew and to visit during the long summer eve- 
nings, The wonen enthusiastically agreed, and as they planned to sew 
at their meetings they called themselves the "Knitten Kittens." The 
Club's historian, Mrs. James Frandsen explained "at first we were pure- 
ly a social club," 

In April, 197, however, the group drew up a constitution and be- 
gan recording the minutes of its meetings. By October, 197, the Club 
was ready to consider membership in the State Federation, and following 
a visit from three Federation officials who discussed the benefits of 
federating and issued a cordial invitation to join the Wyoming Federa- 
tion, the Knitten Kittens voted to federate, and ",.,at this time ... 
took the more dignified name of the Casper Junior Women's Club," 

The group has two yearly projects which it considers of primary 
importance, Each Thanksgiving and Christmas a needy family is provided 
with a turkey and all the trimmings, as well as toys for the children's 
Christmas. The second, and most important, project is the participation 
of the members in the money-raising campaign for the Wyoming Society of 
Crippled Children and Adults, The Club helps sponsor a yearly benefit 
dance for the Society, and reports that it makes an annual contribution 
of approximately $800 to the Crippled Children's Fund, . 

In addition to these worthy projects, the Casper women donate their 
services to the Red Cross, give blood to the Blood Bank, and help super 
vise children's activities in the City's parks during the summer months. 

Although a young organization, the Casper Junior Women's Club has 
contributed much toward the growth and betterment of its community, and 


through this service has added to its own laurels as well as those of 


the Wyoming Federation, 
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Casper Proficiency Club 


In November, 197, a group of young women, led by Mrs. Paul Jacques, 
formed the Young Women's Proficiency Club of Casper, and the next year 
joined the Wyoming Federation, This busy group of housewives and mothers 
who were anxious to encourage other young women of Casper, who were not 
affiliated with existing clubs, to form their ow organizations, tms 
sponsored the Progressive Guild of Casper, when the parent group was 
itself but one year old. 

This group has devoted most of its time to promoting better condi- 
tions for youth in Casper and in foreign lands. Holding bake sales, 
raffles, rummage sales and card parties in order to raise money, the Club 
appropriated most of its profits: to purchase school supplies for chil- 
dren in Holland, Japan and the Philippines; to buy dried foods for the 
underprivileged ‘ih the British Isles; and closer to home, to sponsor 
Christmas parties for Casper's needy children. But the biggest single 
Club project was the sponsorship of Casper's first Crippled Children's 
Benefit Ball, The Club worked very hard in making this charity ball a 
success, and now has the satisfaction of seeing its imovation a yearly 
event under the sponsorship of the Tri-Club Junior League, which is com- 
posed of the Casper Junior Women's Club, the Casper Progressive Guild 


and the Casper Proficiency Club. 
Casper Progressive Guild 


In December, 198, only two months after its organization, the Pro- 
gressive Annes Club of Casper, which was sponsored by the Young Women's 


Proficienry Club, changed its name to the Progressive Guild and was 
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entered on the membership rolls of the Wyoming Federation of Women's 
Clubs. The Club's first president, Mrs. Vernon Gibbs, was joined by 
eleven other women in organizing the Club, and many of the original men- 
bers, who included Mrs. Robert Meyer, Mrs. James Crump, Mrs. John Brophy, 
Mrs. Lewis Newnan, Mrs. Edmond Rodriques, Mrs. Kenneth Blower, Mrs, Paul 
Bauert, Mrs. Duane Brey, Mrs. Francis Elliott, Mrs. Jerry McCrimmon and 
Mrs. Jack Evans, are still active in the Club. 

Since its acceptance into the Federation, the Progressive Guild 
has participated in many service projects for the improvement of the 
community, but the most important single achievement of the group has 
been its work with the North Casper Improvement Association. In con- 
junction with this group, the Guild has labored to bring about needed 
changes in North Casper Park, Each year the Club has given to the Park 
some item it lacked, including a flagpole and flag, two drinking foun- 
tains and refuse disposal containers. In doing their part to promote 
international good-will and understanding, the members have sent a CARE 
package and candles, in addition to boxes of clothing and school sup- 
plies, for the people of South Korea. In 199 some of the members car- 
ried on extensive correspondence with a West German family, exchanging 
information about their respective countries which proved of great interest 
and educational value to the Casper participants. 

The group has also been generous in its other philanthropic activi- 
ties, presenting Christmas gifts to the children at the Wyoming State 
Children's Home, and making a yearly contribution of food and clothing 


to a needy Casper family. 
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Casper Woman's Departmental Club 


On March 29, 1922, the members of four Casper groups, the Welfare 
Club, the Civic Club, the Musical Matinee Club and the Natrona Delphian 
Club, joined forces to become the Woman's Departmental Club, and one 
year later, in March, 1923, the Club aiiiea itself with the Wyoming 
Federation. 

The group's first president, Mrs. J. W. McIntyre, interested the 
members in purchasing a clubhouse, and five years after its organization 
the Departmental Club had a privately owned meeting place. However, when 
it became apparent that private ownership was too big a financial drain, 
the Club decided to sell its property and join five other Casper organi- 
zations in the purchase of a clubhouse which could be used by all and 
financed by all. Thus in 1939 the Woman's Club, the Fine Arts Club, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, the Beta Sigma Phi sorority and the Woman's Departmental 
Club joined together to buy a clubhouse. 

The Departmental Club has a distinguished record in welfare reforms 
in Casper. At a time when no other organization composed exclusively of 
women was engaged in welfare work, the Casper group undertook a series 
eof projects which were carried out over a period of years with the help 
and cooperation of the State Health Association, Casper physicians and 
county health officials. One of the most noteworthy achievements of the 
group was the establishment of the first health camp in Wyoming for the 
purpose of caring for eee, deed children and tubercular men and 
women, After the camp had been successfully launched, the Club turned 


its efforts toward securing the services of a full-time Public Health 
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nurse for Casper, and to insure the services of this nurse, the members 
voted to pay half of her salary, with the State Health Association to 
assume responsibility for the remainder. As a further contribution, the 
group purchased and distributed toothbrushes to grade school pupils, 
while at the same time it inaugurated a free milk program for all the 
underprivileged children in Casper's public schools. This program was 
continued from 1922 until 1928, at which time the Club induced the School 
Board to hire a nutrition expert who assumed the responsibility for pro- 
curing needed food and milk for undernourished children. 

In 190 the members sponsored a tea for newly naturalized women 
which proved so papular that, in addition to war work, it was continued 
all through the war years, until in 1950 twenty-two other civie organiza- 
tions joined the Departmental Club in sponsoring a city-wide affair known 
as Citizenship Day. Under the leadership of the Departmental Club the 
entire comunity has joined together in welcoming new citizens and offer- 
ing inspiration to old ones. 

The women who make up the membership of the Departmental Club do not 
limit their activities to any one area, but work in all fields of needed 
civic improvement, "It is the practice of our Club to fill a need in 
the community until some bigger agency is established for that need." 

In this way the group acts as the conscience of the City in a very effec- 


tive and rewarding manner. 
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Cheyenne X=-JwWC 


In May, 1940,a group of young Cheyenne women banded together to 
form the Cheyenne Junior Woman's Club, and less than a year later, in 
March, 191, the group joined the Wyoming Federation. 

Though less than two years old when the United States entered World 
War II, the Club was well organized and eager to do its part on the home 
front, Sponsoring War Bond drives and engaging in all manner of activi- 
ties in connection with the Red Cross were but a small part of the group's 
contribution to the war effort. The members, many of whose husbands 
were serving in the Armed Forces, participated in the Bundles for Britain 
campaign, sponsored clothing drives for the countries of occupied Europe, 
recruited for the Army Signal Corps, took up collections for the Allied 
Food Relief program, and performed volunteer services for the Cheyenne 
Rationing Board. In addition to all the above listed activities, the 
members still found time to perform varied services for the Cheyenne 
U.S.0. Center, entertaining servicemen in their homes, doing hostess and 
Canteen duty, maintaining a cookie jar, supplying a directory of hous- 
ing, doctors, and baby sitters for married military personnel, and 
furnishing a kitchenette in the U.S.0. Center for the use of the wives 
of military personnel. In recognition of its outstanding war service 
achievements, the Club was honored with the General Federation's award 
as the outstanding club of the General Federation for the year 19) to 
1945. For a group so young in years, the award may have been something 


of a surprise, but certainly no Club was ever more deserving of the honor. 
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When the Korean War broke out, the Club revived its wartime acti- 
vities as the need arose, and even added a new one when individual mem- 
bers "adopted" Korean war orphans and undertook to furnish them with 
food and clothing. In contributing to the post-war recovery of Europe 
and Asia the members participated one hundred per cent in the Wyoming 
Federation's campaigns to furnish clothing for Greece, CARE packages for 
needy countries, candles for Korea and powdered milk for Italy. 

The Club's activities were not confined to acts of international 
good-will, however, as the members worked actively for civic improvements 
in their own community. The Club furnished a nursery for the children 
of working mothers, sponsored nickel movies and concerts by the Denver 
Symphony Orchestra for children, supplied recreational materials for 
the pediatric wards of Cheyenne's hospitals, helped sponsor Cheyenne's 
Community Christmas parties, and raised money for the construction of 
Cheyenne's DePaul Hospital. 

The fund drive for the DePaul Hospital came at a time when the Club 
was hard pressed for funds, In casting about for a project to raise money, 
the group decided to sell raffle tickets for "Pecolia," a well-bred mare 
donated for the cause by Mr. and Mrs. Fred D. Boice, Jr. of Cheyenne 
(Mrs. Boice was a past president of the Club, and president of the Wyoming 
Federation from 195}; to 1956.) 

Wide publicity was given to the project and the raffle tickets were en- 
thusiastically purchased, but two days before the scheduled drawing, dis- 
aster struck. Pecolia was discovered dead, having strangled herself in 


her stall. The Club was then faced with a seemingly insurmountable 
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problem, as it would be unpolitic to provide a substitute after so many 
tickets had been sold for the much publicized and highly touted mare. 
Fortunately the Boices, after frantic phone calls, were able to locate 
and to purchase a full-blooded sister of the late Pecolia. The substi- 
tute mare was almost an exact replica of the lamented Pecolia, and when 
the winning ticket was presented the holder of the ticket was presented 


with Pecolia II, with very few people the wiser. 
Women's Civic League of Cheyenne 


March 2h, 1948, found thirty-eight women gathered at the Colonial 
Room of the Trail Hotel in Cheyenne for the purpose of organizing the 
Cheyenne Women's Civic League. Two months later, in May, 198, the Club 
was enrolled on the membership list of the Wyoming Federation. 

A major project that was to last for three years was begun in 
the Club's second year, when the membership voted to sponsor and to sell 
season tickets for the Civic Drama Guild plays. The project was a finan- 
cial as well as an aesthetic success, and after three years, when it was 
decided to drop sponsorship of the plays, the Club had realized a net 
profit of $155.7). With a sizable savings account established from the 
play proceeds plus additional funds raised by other methods, the members 
decided that they should investigate a worthwhile cause which was in need 
of financial assistance. Three such "causes" were found during the next 
few years, and the Club generously donated its entire savings to: (1) the 
purchase of incubators for Memorial and DePaul Hospitals; (2) the purch- 


ase of furnishings for DePaul's playroom for convalescing children; and 
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(3) as its major contribution the group gave $1000 for the improvement 
of the grounds and facilities of a newly established playground in the 
northern section of Cheyenne. 

In order to continue its support of needed community projects, the 
Civic League began discussing a permanent means of raising money which 
would be both enjoyable and financially rewarding. The idea agreed 
upon was sponsorship of a fall fashion show, which since its initiation 
in 1953 has been an annual affair. From the money raised by means of 
the style show, raffles and rummage sales, the Club has continued its 
philanthropic activities and projects designed to help build a better 


community. 
The Woman's Club of Cheyenne 


The Woman's Club of Cheyenne was organized in 1894, ten years before 
the advent of the Wyoming Federation of which it was a charter member. 
Mrs. E. Mason Smith, the Club's first president, Mrs. William Guiterman, 
one of the founders of the Wyoming Federation, Mrs. George Stanley, Mrs. 
James Gillmore, Mrs. Mary Bellamy, Mrs. Harry Henderson and Miss Clyde 
Marstellar were the Club's charter members. 

Though few in numbers in its early years, the Club was enterprising 
and public-spirited and ambitious. One of its first undertakings was 
the establishment of a free reading room, well equipped with the latest 
magazines, in the County Library. The next project of the group was the 
decorating and furnishing of the maternity room in the County Hospital. 


Interspersed with these activities were numerous fund raising campaigns 


\ 
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for charitable organizations such as the Red Cross and the Salvation Army. 
The Club's philanthropy was not, however, confined to local causes, °- 

Tn 193) representatives of a small town in Arkansas wrote the Woman's 
Club asking for a donation of books for use in their public school. 

The members considered the unusual request, and decided in its favor, 

and shortly thereafter 200 books were shipped to a grateful Hardy, Ark- 
ansas, 

During two world wars and the Korean conflict, the group responded 
to the calls of the Wyoming Federation for support of its wartime acti- 
vities. Liberty Bonds were sold in 1917 and War Bonds in the 1910's, 
while the Club made its own individual contribution through serving re- 
freshments to the men on troop trains passing through Cheyenne. Coupled 
with Red Cross work, Victory gardens, salvage drives and U.S.0. work 
the members managed to keep quite busy. 

The Woman's Club of Cheyenne proudly points to some of the most 
outstanding leaders in the State among its ranks. Former Federation 
presidents, Morton, Boice, Slack and Jordan are among those distinguished 
women, as are former Governor Nellie T. Ross, Mrs. Joseph C. O'Mahoney, 
wife of Senator Joseph C. O'Mahoney, and Mrs. Sam M. Thompson, a former 


president of the Wyoming Federation of Music Clubs. 
Clearmont Woman's Club 


On March 10, 1920, seven women met together to discuss the possibil- 
ity of forming a club for all the women of Clearmont. Each one present 


took the names of several women whom they were to invite to attend a 
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meeting to be held at the home of Mrs. E. K. Morrow. From that meet- 
ing, at which Mrs. Morrow was chosen to serve as president, grew the 
club which has meant so much through the years to the social and civic 
life of the commmity. Formally organized on April 14, 1920, the 
Clearmont Woman's Club federated with the State Federation on July 21, 
1920. 

During the Club's early years many notable projects were undertaken 
and successfully carried out. In 1920 the group began a Club library 
which it gave in 1925 to the new high school. The maintenance and fur- 
nishing of the townts first tourist court, which was owned by the city, 
and which had been started by the Clearmont Commercial Club, was taken 
over in 1923 by the Woman's Club and successfully operated for a number 
of years, In 1926 the group campaigned for a Community Hall, and con- 
tributed to the construction costs by sponsoring card parties and donat- 
ing the proceeds to the project. In 1937 the Club built a tennis court 
which it presented to the community for the use of all residents. A 
Halloween party for the town's youngsters, begun in 1939 and continued 
to the present, has been a most popular and worthwhile project which 
"... almost eliminates Halloween mischief." 

The years of World War II found the group busy baking cookies for 
men in service, making sewing kits to send to servicemen overseas, and 
collecting clothing and doing sewing for the Red Cross. In post-war 


years the members contributed candles to Korea, clothing to Greece and 


CARE packages to several countries, 
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In providing Christmas gifts for the community children, and spon- 
soring lH clubs, Girl Scout troops and Boy Scout groups, the Clearmont 
Woman's Club has tried to meet the needs of young people in its comnu- 
nity while operating within a framework of service to its members, as 


well as to the community at large. 
Douglas Civic Club 


The founders of the Douglas Civic Club were a group of mothers in- 
terested in the study of child care and child behavior, and as a result 
of this interest the group, in November, 194), joined together to form 
the Child Study Club of Douglas. All phases of child care and manage- 
ment were studied during the following three years, but then it was de- 
cided that if the Club was to grow and to attract new members the scope 
of the group should not be limited to such a narrow field, Accordingly 
in November, 1917, the Child Study Club adopted its present name and 
joined the Wyoming Federation. 

The new Civic Club then began a program of community activity 
through donations of money and personal services. Many members of the 
group were interested in dramatics, so for personal enjoyment and mon- 
etary rewards the Club staged a number of plays, the profits from which 
were used to finance several worthy projects. A yearly style show also 
added to the group's treasury, and with the accumilated funds the Civic 
Club initiated the practice, eventually followed by nine other local 


organizations, of furnishing a room in the new Memorial Hospital. 
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The members had retained their interest in children, and in follow- 
ing up this interest began sponsoring a Cub Scout group and a youth 
canteen, where the members served as chaperones for several years, In- 
auguration of a Comite Concert series, active support of the Red 
Cross, and participation in polio drives gave the Club a meiierowidsd 


program which has been beneficial to the town as well as the Club, 
Douglas Woman's Club 


On May 8, 1903,the Douglas Woman's Club, with twelve charter mem- 
bers, was organized, and six years later, in 1909, became a member of 
the Wyoming Federation. 

In contributing to the growth of Douglas, the Club sponsored a 
Comnunity Center, and provided a piano, as well as all the farranines 
for the Center's kitchen, In acting as a pressure group for civic bet- 
terment the group campaigned for street markers and momen street lights» 
ing until the City Council took favorable action on the requests. | 
Feeling that Douglas and Converse County badly needed a public library - 
the Club's members joined other interested groups and aeereine reer in 
conducting a campaign to solicit the support of the people in the proj- 
ect, The campaign was successful and a few years later Converse County 
had its public library. 

Before Douglas had either a hospital or a health center of any kind, 
the Woman's Club arranged for a health clinic, where local doctors and 
club members served the public free of charge. 

During the war years the Club knitted sweaters for servicemen, 


rolled bandages’ and served as block wardens for the Douglas home defense 
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program. During World War II many of the members volunteered for duty 
at the Prisoner of War Hospital located near Douglas. 

After both wars the members worked for the maintenance of peace 
and international good-will, through familiarizing themselves with the 
League of Nations, as well as the United Nations Organization, and by 
sending gifts of food and clothing to many overseas nations, As a final 
act of good-will, the group planted a tree, known as the "Tree of Peace," 


in the County Park in Douglas. 
The Cottonwood Country Club of Dwyer 


The Cottonwood Country Club was organized in Dwyer in December, 
192), and shortly after the beginning of the new year was admitted to 
the Wyoming Federation. 

The group took an active interest in educational matters, particu- 
larly as they pertained to local school conditions, Together with other 
local organizations, the Cottonwood Club purchased uniforms for the high 
school band members, and equipped a kitchen in one of the public schools 
so hot lunches could be served to all the students. As an individual 
group the Cottonwood Club presented the high school with a phonograph; 
Subscribed to magazines for each of the schools; and purchased new fire 
extinguishers for the high school. 

Other civic activities of the group include: support of and contri- 
butions to the -H Club Building Fund; purchase of a piano for the Com 
munity Hall; donations to buy a new dance floor for the Community Halli; 


and an annual Christmas party for all the youngsters in Dwyer. 
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In discussing the one project it considered most outstanding, the 
group reported: “We have adopted a ward of twenty-three men at the 
hospital in Sheridan. Each month we send something, such as candy, 
cookies or cakes, Each month we also send a number of items such as 
scrapbooks, slippers and knee warmers for distribution among the pa- 
tients." The report concludes by saying that the members have received 
countless letters of appreciation, thanking them for their interest and 
generosity which "... brings the spirit of Christmas twelve times a year 
for 23 lonely patients." 

Following the close of World War II, the members turned from Red 
Cross and U.S.0. work to concentration on doing their part in world re- 
habilitation programs. During this post-war era the group sent books, 
paper and pencils to various foreign nations, candles and CARE packages 
to Korea, and dehydrated foods to England, as well as carrying on ex- 


tensive correspondence with women in different lands. 
Evanston Study Club 


The Evanston Study Club was organized on April 9, 1931, under the 
name of the Evanston Circle of the Child Conservation League of America, 
th the following members: Mrs. E. R. Casey, Mrs. Frances Dreschler, 

Mrs, Ernest Heward, Mrs, Harry Keyes, Mrs. David Maggard, Mrs. Andrew 
McPhie, Mrs. Harry O'Connor, Mrs. M. E. Ortega, Mrs. J. C. Seitz, Mrs. 
J. R. Smith and Mrs, Harry Young. 
In May, 193, the membership voted to discontinue affiliation with 


the Child Conservation League, and to change the name of the group to the 
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Child Culture Club. Since the way was then open to join the Wyoming 
Federation of Women's Clubs the members studied the purpose and prin- 
ciples of the State Federation, and after hearing an address on the bene- 
fits to be derived from federating, the group voted to apply for admission 
in the Federation, The Club's application was speedily processed, and in 
April, 1935, the Child Culture Club was accepted as a Federation member, 
"Qur certificate of membership from the State Federation was read and it 
was discovered that Child Study Club had been printed instead of Child 
Culture Club, and as it pertained to child psychology we voted to adopt 
it as our new name for our club,” Thus in November, 1935 the Evanston 
Child Study Club came into being and while the group is now known as the 
Evanston Study Club, the "Child" portion of the name seems to have been 
dropped in practice but not officially. 

As the original name of the Club indicates the early members were 
primarily interested in the study of children, their behavior and care. 
However, in later years the group began to perform services for the youth 
of the community, though it continued its educational programs, One of 
the earliest projects of the Club was its movement to have a curfew law 
imposed on Evanston's juvenile population. After some months of work, 
the City Council adopted, in September, 1939, the Club's proposal and 
set a9 p. m. curfew regulation for all minor children. 

Other noteworthy and successful programs undertaken by the members 
were: the placing of safety markers on the sledding hill; the purchase 
of a crib and a foot marker for the hospital; the sponsorship of the 


Campfire Girls; the planning and supervision of safety programs and 
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contests in local schools; and annual Christmas and Halloween parties 
for the children in the community. 

In times of war the members responded to the call for volunteer 
Red Cross workers, gave blood to the Blood Bank, bought and sold bonds 
and served on the Evanston Defense Council. 

In summing up the group's activities over a twenty-five year period, 
former president Mrs. Clifford Ragan, writes: "As we look back over the 
history of our organization, it is amusing to note the change in our 
name «ee. Time marches on, and from a group of young women with small 
babies, we graduate to a group of women with wonderful grandchildren, 


with a change in direction to match our new status." 
Fine Arts Club of Evanston 


With the guidance and help of the Ladies' Literary Club of Evanston, 
a group of younger women joined together to form the Junior Literary 
Club( which was later renamed the Fine Arts Club)on May 24, 1935. A few 
months later, after drawing up a constitution and by-laws, the group re- 
quested admission to the Wyoming Federation, which request was immedi- 
ately granted. 

In its early years the group devoted its attention to a study of 
American literature, both classifal and contemporary, but the members 
were not interested solely in the pursuit of reading, and their programs 
were varied enough to suit the tastes of the most discriminating member. 
The Club invited guest speakers, who addressed the group on topics rang- 


ing from birth control to the reasons for making a will. 
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The Club over the years has sponsored bake sales, raffles and 
fashion shows in order to raise money which it has then contributed to 
the Red Cross, cancer drives, the Heleh Keller Fund and the Commnity 
Chest. Each year at Christmas, a committee of the members investigate 


impoverished local families, and after hearing the Committee's report, 


_the Club appropriates funds to be used to fill baskets with food, cloth- 


ing and toys for distribution among the previously chosen recipients. 
In addition to Christmas baskets, the women also sponsor a city-wide 
Easter party, which has been a great success and much appreciated by 


the egg-hunting set in Evanston. 
Ladies! Literary Club of Evanston 


On the 25th of June, 1895,a group of women met at the home of Mrs, 
Charles Stove and founded a woman's club which they called the tadies! 
Magazine Club, The organizers of the Club were Mrs. Stove and Mrs. G.W. 
Carleton, and the charter members were: Mrs. Jesse Knight, Mrs. Joseph 
Cashin’ Mrs. Thomas Blyth, Mrs. Ole Borgstron, Mrs. A. W. Anderson, 
Mrs. A. C. Sloan, Mrs. Joseph M. Btevartsort Mrs. Isadore Kastor, Mrs. 
Samuek T. Corn, Mrs. I. C. Winslow, Mrs. Charles H. Priest and Mrs, 
Thomas Beggs, the Club's first president. 

The name of the Club was changed on November 2), 1899, to the 
Ladies! Literary Club. "Mrs. Sloan had been visiting the clubs in Salt 
Lake City.... Presumably it was named after the Ladies! Literary Club 
of that place.” 

A former Club historian, Mrs. John R. Rennie, reported that "Until 


the year 1905 the club did no outside work. It devoted itself to 
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literary and musical programs." In 1905, however, the civic work of 
the Club began with the help given by the members in furnishing the new- 
ly built Carnegie Public Library. Mr. Carnegie had contributed $1000 


to be used in furnishing the library and the literary Club added another 


$500. 


Once the group began its "outside" work, it continued its endeavors 
for community improvement, performing such services as: initiating a 
summer recreation program for children and adults, which it continued 
unaided until the City Council took it over some years later; provid- 
ing safety signs in school zones and supplying the student safety patrol 
with patrol belts; contributing free milk to needy elementary school 
children; and donating work linens to the hospital, The members have 
also actively promoted and worked for the community's skating rink, ten- 
nis courts and ski area, 

During World War I the Evanston ladies sewed for the Red Cross, 
sent records to soldiers stationed in Cheyenne, "adopted" a French war 
orphan, and collected cancelled stamps which were sent to Belgian sol- 
diers who used them in "art work." When World War II broke out, the 
group sent Bundles for Britain, made twenty-four layettes for British 
mothers=-to-be, baked thirty-six pounds of cookies for the U.S.0. Center 
in Cheyenne and each year averaged 3000 hours per member Imitting 
sweaters, socks and mufflers for the men in service. The Korean War 
found the members donating both time and blood to the "Blood for Free~ 


dom" train, and sending boxes of clothing and food to Korea, 
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In the interim between World War II and the Korean conflict, the 
Club contributed money to purchase seeds for European nations, sent 
forty-one books to Japan and furnished five boxes of clothing for an 
"adopted" Dutch family. 

In surming up the nearly sixty years of work on the part of the 
Ladies! Literary Club a former president, Mrs. Key Corson, relates that 
",..during its fifty-nine years of existence the club has maintained 
its original purpose /the study of literature and improvement of the in- 
dividual7 and still been an asset to the community.... Never a money 
making club, it has been maintained through dues only, with occasional 
donations by the members. However, all worthwhile projects have been 
contributed to and many sponsored by the club.... To have lived through 
the years, helped the individual and the community for so many years is 


an accomplishment in itself." 
Farson-Eden Progress Club 


The Farson-Eden Progress Club was organized on February 3, 1910, 
and five years later was admitted to membership in the State Federation. 

Contributing money to and knitting for the Red Cross, and making 
sewing kits for men in service constituted the group's primary activi- 
ties during World War I, With the advent of the second war, however, 
the Club broadened its activities to include sponsorship of a course in 
home nursing, the planning and execution of a gzerdening and canning 
project for the entire community, and giving parties for men called to 
active duty with the Armed Forces. After hostilities had ceased, the 
group bent its efforts toward supporting the Federation's campaign to 


send CARE packages to Korea, 
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In contributing to the prevention of juvenile delinquency, the group 
assumed sponsorship of local h-H Clubs, and further aided inter-community 
relations by allowing various civic and social groups to use the group's 
clubhouse, With the rental money received the Progress Club made liberal 
contributions to local charitable organizations, such as the Salvation 


Army and the Community Chest. 
Glenrock Woman's Club 


The Glenrock Woman's Club was organized on October 28, 198, as an 
outgrowth of the Glenrock Book Club. The original group had formed for 
the purpose of supplementing the Public library's collection of juvenile 
and adult fiction, but in October, 1948, the members decided that they 
would like to broaden their scope in order to attract a larger and more 
varied membership. As a result of the reorganization the new Glenrock 
Woman's Club came into being, and as such joined the Wyoming Federation 
in December, 198. 

The new club, receiving the immediate co-operation and backing of 
other local organizations, embarked at once upon an ambitious program 
designed to bring about much needed improvements in Glenrock. The com-= 
munity did not offer a coordinated program of recreational activities 
for either children or adults, so the Woman's Club undertook to set up 
such a program. When successfully completed, the program presented a 
diversified list of activity groups offering swinming instructions, 
bridge lessons, square dancing, chorus work and for the youngsters with 


an interest in drama there was a Children's Theatre, 
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The official Club history reports, however, that the two biggest 
projects undertaken and accomplished by the group were the "... procur- 
ing of a doctor for Glenrock and in making Glenrock the Christmas Town 
of Wyoming, through home and public lighting..." Contests and prizes 
for the best decorations are offered each year by the group, while the 
Club itself in 1951 undertook to construct a life size Nativity scene. 
The first year of the long range program saw the erection of a twenty 
foot star on the outskirts of the City which ",.,can be seen for many 
miles...." The townspeople became enthusiastic about the project, and 
during the next year a group of men from the community built a stable 
out of native logs. The women had not been idle, however, and when the 
stable was completed the central figures of the Nativity scene were 
ready to be placed. In December, 1953, the scene was completed when the 
last of the figures were placed, and Glenrock had its ow "Little Tow 
of Bethlehem." Most of the credit for the actual construction work 
must go to Mrs. Marge McConnell, a member of the Woman's Club and a well- 
known local artist, but the whole town took satisfaction from the large 
numbers of out-of-town visitors who came to view the finished product, 
while "..,. the highlight of the Christmas season was the discovery that 
the poet tnenen Bus drivers were stopping their buses so that the patrons 


could view the spectacle.” 
Granger Woman's Club 


The Granger Woman's Club was organized on March }, 1936, as the 
Cozy Cottage Club, with the primary interest of the Club centering around 


home-making, cooking and canning procedures, In December, 1937, the 
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members decided to vary their programs somewhat so as to include topics 
other than exclusively home-making and allied fields. When this was 
done the group voted to apply for membership in the Wyoming Federation, 
and were accepted with a charter membership of twelve: Mrs. Mary Ander- 
son, Mrs. John Bagley, Mrs. Wallace Bond, Mrs. W. J. Currier, Mrs. 0. D. 
Elder, Mrs. Guy P. Franks, Mrs. Arthur Foster, Mrs. Sherman Furlong, 
Mrs. Eric Moore, Mrs. Leonard Roberts, Mrs. Roy Steenburger and Mrs, 
Roy Williams, On May 16, 1939, the members agreed to change the name 

of their organization to the Granger Woman's Club. 

In addition to sponsoring h-H Clubs, Cub Scout packs and a square 
dancing group, the members have two successfully completed major civic 
projects to their area ee The Granger grads school pupils had formed a 
school band which was the pride of the community, but the school's bud- 
get could not be stretched to include the purchase of uniforms for the 
band members, Consequently, the Woman's Club voted to raise money to 
outfit the band, and by selling hotdogs and coffee at the high school 
basketball and football games and by making and raffling quilts and ap- 
rons, the Club raised enough money to enable them to buy uniforms for 
each member of the band as well as a few spares. 

In more recent years the members conducted a campaign to clean-up 
the Granger cemetery, planting flowers and shrubs, renovating long 
neglected plots and purchasing simple markers for placement on those 


graves which were unidentified, 
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Federated Woman's Club of Green River 


In January, 1927, ten ladies met at the home of Mrs, E. E. Waltman 
to discuss the need for a woman's organization in Green River. A com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up a constitution and by-laws for the 
proposed club, and in February, 1927, Mrs. Waltman, the temporary chair= 
man, called the official organizational meeting to order, Thirty-six 
women had been invited to become charter members of the group, and all 
thirty-six accepted and were present at the meeting, The proposed con- 
stitution and by-laws which were read to the members and adopted stated 
the object of the group was to be "...&8 representative, non-partisan, 
non-sectarian body, to promote social and personal advancement, and 
organized for concerted action on measures that appeal to it." A fur- 
ther statement in the Constitution led the group to seek immediate ad- 
mission to the State Federation "In pret to become a working unit in 
that great body of organized women and to reap the benefits of such 
association, this Club shall federate with the Wyoming Fecser ee 
within one month of the adoption of this Constitution." The Federation 
readily accepted the eager group, and in early March, 1927, the Green 
River group was admitted to membership in the State Federation, 

A major project undertaken by the group shortly after its organiza- 
tion was the introduction and sponsorship of Girl Scout groups in the 
Green River area. Once the Girl Scout troops were well organized, the 
Woman's Club agreed to help the Scouts establish a summer camp, and by 
1937 the camp had been set up and was functioning smoothly, to the de- 


light of both the young Scouts and their sponsors. The Woman's Club 
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has contributed large sums of money as well as its services toward the 
maintenance of the camp for the past twenty years, and plans to continue 
such aid as may be necessary in the future. 

Though work with the Girl Scouts has been the Club's largest civic 
project, it has still found the time and the funds to support charita- 
ble causes in the community, and has been particularly generous in its 
contributions to overseas! relief programs, sending dried foods to 
England, books and school supplies to the Japanese and candles to the 


South Koreans. 
Guernsey Affiliated Unit 


On November 16, 1922, nine women joined together to form the G.A.U. 
Club, as ",,, a Social and Charitable Organization." The nine charter 
members were: Mrs. Ada Cook, Mrs. A. B. Fowler, Mrs. Fred Burton, Mrs. 
T. Tomiska, Mrs. W. B. Jones, Mrs. W. H. Stoddart, Mrs. W. B. Stoddart, 
Mrs, J. D. Kittrell and Mrs, W. A. Moses. Mrs. Fowler, club president 
from 1922 until 1925, encouraged the group to consider affiliation with 
the State Federation, stressing the benefits to be derived from member- 
ship, and in 192), largely as a result of Mrs. Fowler's efforts, the 
Club did join the Federation. 

A variety of services to the community have occupied the time and 
efforts of the Club from its first year down to the present. One of the 
group's first projects was to have picnic tables constructed and placed 
in a camping area on the outskirts of Guernsey, where they could be used 


and enjoyed by tourists as well as the townspeople. Following closely 
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on the heels of the picnic tables, came the suggestion that the group 
sponsor the construction of some badly needed tennis courts, The men- 
bers agreed, and paid for all the labor and material used in doing the 
work. 

In helping combat the problems caused by bored and restless teen- 
agers, the G.A.U. Club decided to take the initiative in planning and 
supervising a local youth center, The plan was favorably received, but 
after a few months the group regretfully decided that it could not con- 
tinue sole responsibility for the financing and maintenance of the Center, 
and as no other group volunteered to help, the project was discontinued, 
However, since then a community supported "teen-age recreational hour" 
has been started, and the members of the G.A.U, Club were among the 
first to offer their services as chaperones. 

Club members took turns assisting in the local U.5.0. Center during 
the War, and as a Club gave many parties for the servicemen stationed 
in the area, These activities, in addition to making capes for the local 
Red Cross chapter and layettes for servicemen's wives, left the members 
with little spare time, but they also managed to find time to collect 
clothing for shipment overseas. After the War the Club continued to send 
boxes of clothing, as well as food stuffs, to the war ravished nations 


of the world. 
Hawk Springs Woman's Civic League 


The Hawk Springs Woman's Civic League was organized in 1929 and 


joined the Wyoming Federation in the same year, 
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The Club's membership has always been quite small(in March, 192h, 
there were ten members), but the membership has been active and alert 
to the needs of their community. Knowing that there were many women 
outside the Club who were interested in gardening, the Civic League dur- 
ing the years 1930 to 1939 sponsored a garden club for all interested 
gardeners in the community. Coupled with this undertaking were projects 
to provide glasses and corrective eye treatment for children whose par- 
ents were unable to provide them. In conjunction with other organiza- 
tions in the community, the Civic League holds an annual reception for 
Hawk Springs school teachers, and for many years all the groups have 
jointly sponsored city-wide clean-up programs. 

During the early 190's, the members decided to "adopt" three Irish 
girls who had been orphaned as a result of the war, and provided the 
girls with clothing and other items for several years. Starting in 19h) 
the group has given a tea in honor of the junior and senior high school 
girls and their mothers at Commencement time. 

Following the end of World War II the group embarked on a series of 
projects designed to aid the youth of the city. In 1950 and 1951 the 
Civic League helped other clubs sponsor Halloween parties for children 
from kindergarten’ through junior high school age. In 1952 the Club 
agreed to send a girl to Girls State and pay all expenses incurred on 
the trip. The Club, in 1953, launched an educational campaign for both 
children and adults on the history of the United States and the responsi- 
bilities of citizenship. To conclude the program an essay contest on 
Americanism was held for grade school and high school students, with 


first, second and third prizes being awarded to the winning papers. 
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Hulett Woman's Club 


Early in 1930, Mrs. E. C. Raymond, then president of the Wyoming 
Federation, contacted Mrs. Evra Irwin, publisher of the Crook County 
News in regard to organizing a woman's club in Hulett. In reply to the 
request, Mrs, Irwin sent out invitations to the women of Hulett to meet 
at her home on March 5, 1930, to discuss the possibility of organizing 
Ss club, Fifteen women attended this meeting and decided after much dis- 
cussion to hold another meeting later in the month. On March 15, the 
same fifteen women met together and formally organized the Hulett 
Woman's Glub, In May, 1930, the group joined the State Federation with 
Erva Irwin, Anna Durfee, Grace Bush, Inez Davidson, Lydia Hauber, Inez 
Chittim, Edith Cheshier, Luella Sutton, Hlanche Sutton, Clara Brinmer, 
Janice Brown, Hazel McKenzie, Margaret Simpson, Stella Brimmer and Alice 
Bush as charter members. 

One of the group's first undertakings was to secure planks to build 
sidewalks in parts of the town, An old bridge near town was being re- 
planked and the County gave the old planks to the Woman's Club, which 
then donated them to the community. Each year the group sponsored a 
town clean-up week, and the Club itself would choose a particular area, 
such as the city dump, and concentrate all its efforts there. 

The need for a community center had long been the concern of many 
of the churches as well as Hulett's civic groups, and being deternined 
to do something about it, the groups joined forces in a campaign to raise 
the necessary funds. The Woman's Club joined the whirl of activities 
by sponsoring a dinner-dance and contributed the $50 profit to the build- 


ing fund, 
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With the start of the war later in 1941, the Club confined most of 
its activities to things which had a direct connection with the winning 
of the war, performing such tasks as sewing for the Red Cross, baking 
cookies for servicemen and selling War Bonds. However, when the war was 
over, the group resumed its civic activities, as well as contributing 
clothing, foodstuffs and money to overseas relief, 

From its inception the group had dreamed of owning its own club 
house, but though the club purchased a lot in 1939, it was not until 
1952 that the dream became a reality and the members were able to pur- 
chase a small house for $500. The group hired a contractor to build a 


foundation and move the house on to the Club's lot, and after a flurry 


of quilting bees, bake sales, and public dinners, enough money was raised |» 


to enable the Club to decorate and to furnish the interior of its new 
home. The group generously agreed to share the use of its clubhouse 
with the Girl Scouts, just as earlier it had agreed to allow part of its 
lot to be joined with the school playground to form a public park and 


recreation area. 
Kaycee Women's Club 


The Kaycee Women's Club was organized in June, 1925, and joined the 
State Federation a few weeks later. 

This group, as did so many of its sister Federation members, took 
the lead in sponsoring the formation of Girl Scout troops in the comm- 
nity, with individual members volunteering their services as Scout lead- 
ers while the Club as a whole contributed to the financial support of 


the troops. 
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The women branched out into the construction business when they 
agreed to finance the building of a stage in the Community Hall, which 
called for a 16X)2 addition to the building before the stage could be 
built. After the successful completion of this project, the members 
undertook to improve the City Park, building fireplaces and tables and 
benches, and furnishing swings for the smallefry. In co-operation with 
the City the Club located and placed markers on forty-two graves in the 
City's cemetery which had previously been unmarked, and following this 
the group bought and planted trees on the cemetery grounds, 

In doing its part to strengthen international good-will, the Kaycee 
Women's Club sent candles to Korea, dried foods to England, powdered 
milk to Italy and bundles of clothing to West German families, Individ- 


ual members since the war have been active in the Ground Observers Corps, 


with one member, Mrs. Vesta Harman, serving as local chairman of the Corps. 


Lander Musical Research Club 


Organized in March, 1910, at the home of Mrs. P. B. Coolidge, the 
Musical Research Club sought and gained membership in the National Fed- 
eration of Music Clubs in July, 1910, but two years later the members 
decided to join the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs, and in July, 
1912, received their certificate of membership. 

When the Club was first organized it confined its programs to the 
study of music and the presentation of recitals. But after a time, the 
members voted to broaden their programs to include literary topics. 


Other fields have never been entered though "Many times it has been 
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discussed to make a Departmental Club of it, but we never could fully 
decide on that plan." 

When queried on its contributions to civic betterment, the Club 
replied that it was ".,.not a Civic Club," and thus had no services to 
report. However, the Club did relate that it had been instrumental in 
initiating instruction in music in the public schools in Lander, A fur- 
ther project noted by the Club explained the practice of awarding honor- 
ary Club memberships to outstanding music students, both boys and girls, 
on the recommendation peatnet instructors, 

Although not a "civic club" the group during the years of the Sec- 
ond World War participated in Red Cross work, as well as buying and 
selling War Bonds and Stamps. The post-war years found the Club sup- 
porting several of the Federation's rehabilitation projects, as well 
as locally sponsored campaigns to raise money for charitable institutions 


and causes. 
Laramie Junior Women's Club 


In June, 197, a group of young matrons in Laramie banded together 
to organize a Junior Women's Clud, and less than a year later, in March, 
1948, the group was admitted to membership in the Wyoming Federation, 

The Junior Women's Club has been active in community affairs since 
its first year, sometimes working in conjunction with other civic BrOUupS 5 
and other times working on projects alone. Through the Club's efforts 
a eH Club for Spanish-American girls was started, a Christmas party for 
twenty underprivileged children was held in 1950, drapes were purchased 


and presented to the Cathedral Home in 1953, and a room in the Albany 


County Convalescent Home was redecorated in 195). 


The members have participated in many cormunity projects, such as 


cancer, Red Cross, Community Chest and polio drives, but perhaps had 

the most fun out of their entry in the 1953 Jubilee Days Parade, The 
day before the parade, the members began constructing the framework for 
their float, but before it could be finished a summer storm broke, and 
"the rains came." After a hurried call to a local lumber yard, the float 
began its trek to the lumber company's warehouse where the float was to 
be finished. When the float limped into the lumber yard, however, the 
construction committee was horrified to discover that the arched appa- 
ratus they aba built was too high to go into the warehouse. "After 
much consultation, a group of dripping club members tore down the con- 
struction, put the aaron the warehouse and proceeded to build another 
arch. Early morning hours found the last bits of crepe paper being 
stuffed on the float, but at ten o'clock, the twelve girls scheduled to 
represent the months of the year were costumed and calmly riding down 
the street helping to hold up a badly used arch." Fortunately, the 
story has a happy ending as the Junior Women's Club won a first prize 


of $75 in the Parade's "most beautiful float" division. 
Laramie Woman's Club 


During the summer of 1898, a group of Laramie women who had decid- 
ed to form a woman's club, met together to discuss the problem of member- 
ship. It was finally decided that membership in the group would not be 
restricted but would be open to all the women in the community. A com- 


mittee was appointed to be responsible for seeing to 1% that invitations 
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to con the Club were issued to all the ladies in Laramie and the imme- 
diate vicinity. Two members of the committee ",..went about their 
duties so zealously that they included the 'fast women! in the towm in 
their solicitation." 

By September, 1898, the membership list was concluded and approx- 
imately 125 women met together formally to organize the Laramie Woman's 
Club "... for the purpose of bringing our women together for mutual help, 
for culture, /and/ for reform in many lives." Mrs. Mary Bellamy, who 
was also a charter aa the Cheyenne Woman's Club, favored the as- 
semblédladies with the following comments: “A housewife's knowledge 
of geography is very limited. Her world is bounded on the north by her 
husband, cr the east by her children, on the south by her clothes and 
on the west by her diseases. I am convinced that the Laramie Woman's 
Club will widen our outlook, give us power, sweeten our lives and exalt 
our souls." Deciding that there was more power to be gained through 
unity, the Woman's Club became a charter member of the Wyoming Federation 
when that group was formed in 190). 

During the first few years of its existence the Club expended its 
efforts toward providing traveling libraries for the County's schools. 
For ten years, from 1902 until 1912, the Club continued this practice, 
but at that time dropped it as the State Fedsration had undertaken a 
similar project. In 1902, also, the women interviewed the School Board 
about the possibility of hiring a woman to teach courses in domestic 
science in the public schools. As the Board members did not give the 


women an immediate answer, the Club members, with the approval of a 
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parsimonious School Board, themselves undertook the task of teaching 
sewing and cooking to the school girls, until finally the Board gave in 
and hired a full-time instructor. 

In 1905 when the proposal to establish a County Library was broached, 
the Women's Club gave the movement its enthusiastic support, and after 
Mrs, Carnegie agreed to provide $20,000 for the building the Club de~ 
cided to hold a "Library fair" in order to raise more funds for the pro~ 
ject. The Fair was quite successful, and after the Library was built, 
the Woman's Club was permitted to hold its meetings in the building, 

Not a year has passed that has not produced a worthy project and 
civic contribution on the part of the Woman's Club. The group has to 
its credit such notable accomplishments as: obtaining a playground for 
children; improvement of the City's parks; a long, but ultimately suc- 
cessful, campaign to have a viaduct built over the Union Pacific yards; 
the establishment of "bubbling fountains" in downtown Laramie and in the 
schools; helping to obtain Laramie's fluoridation program; obtaining a 
kindergarten for the community; launching a campaign to curtail illegal 
gambling in Laramie; and in co-operation with a local theatre sponsor- 
ing nickel movies. for school children on Saturday mornings, During the 
years of World War II the Laramie Woman's Club performed prodigious 
amounts of work for the Red Cross, participated in Bond drives, and 
helped organize and run the U.S.0. Center in Laramie. The boys who were 
stationed at the University of Wyoming during the war have reason to re- 
member well the Woman's Club, as the women sponsored many parties for 
the servicemen and invited many of them into their homes during holiday 


seasonse 
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In the late 1930's the Woman's Club, under the leadership of Mrs. 
John A, Hill, initiated a drive to secure a new wing for Ivinson Memo- 
rial Hospital, which would contain a children's ward, Newspaper arti- 
cles, community meetings and individual speakers were used to publicize 
the project, and after a public meeting where the Superintendent of the 
Hospital spoke, emphasizing the urgent need for a children's ward, the 
proposed bond issue carried by an overwhelming majority and Ivinson 
Hospital got its new wing. 

One of the largest and most significant projects ever undertaken 
by the group was its "Build Freedom with Youth" program in which a nun- 
ber of individual projects were sponsored under the direction of ths 
Woman's Club, but with various youth groups doing the actual work. Ac- 
complished as a result of the combined efforts of the groups were: 

(1) a city-wide clean-up campaign in which the cemetery and all the 
city's vacant lots were swept clean of trash; (2) rugs, lamps, bed- 
spreads and other furnishings were collected and donated to the Cathedral 
Home; and (3) a drive to raise money to furnish the newly opened Chil- 
dren's Room in the Albany County Carnegie Public Library, The contri- 
butions to the Library were not confined to fund raising activities, 
however, as groups of 4-H boys re-painted all the furniture to be used 
in the Children's Room, and volunteer groups from the Scouts, Campfire 
Girls and -H groups moved the entire collection of children's books 
from the basement of the Library to their new quarters on the top floor. 
"The Club and its members have ... supported community projects and 


taken part in all drives. For many civic improvements, the Laramie Club 


has planted the seed, and for many they actually did the work ... some- 


times with the help of other organizations, but if this was not forth- 
coming alone. When they have felt a project was worth the effort, 


they have been tenacious until it was successful," 
Lingle Tuesday Study Club 


In September, 1920,in the days of dirt roads and model-T Fords, a 
group of young farm wives ".,. decided that chicken and gardens, babies 
and cooking made Jane a dull girl." Thus was born the Lingle Tuesday 
Study Club, whose-charter members were: Mrs. M. R. Scott, Mrs. J. D. 
Scott, Mrs. C. C. Cole, Mrs, I. B. Jones, Mrs. E. J. Tonkin, Mrs. H. S. 
Kirk, Mrs. W. E. Patton, Mrs. R. F. Rodin, Mrs. L. Tonkin, Mrs. W. Woods, 
Mrs. H. K. Adams, and Mrs. W. W. Clover. The Club's membership is re- 
stricted to twenty-five, and usually remained about twenty, primarily 
because the members' homes were not large enough to accommodate a larger 
group. In 1921 the Club joined the Wyoming Federation, and though it 
dropped out a short time later, it rejoined in 1929 and has remained an 
active member since that time. 

"In as much as the Club has been essentially a study club, it has 
not entered actively into the usual community activities." The group, 
however, bought playground equipment for the City's recreational area 
and books for the high school library, and donated to funds being raised 
for the repair and refurbishing of local churches. 

Several projects, growing out of the members’ concern over the prob- 


lems of youth, were launched by the Club. Various groups such as the 
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Scouts and h-H Clubs received help and encouragement from the Study Club, 
and in the local schools several educational programs on alcoholisn were 
presented, 

The Lingle Study Club's biggest single contribution to the community 
and its citizens, especially its young citizens, was the establishment 
of a revolving educational loan fund for graduates of Lingle High School. 
Over the years approximately twelve students, both boys and girls, were 
loaned enough money to allow them to finish their college educations. 

Following the lead of its most outstanding member, Mrs. Paul Dupertuis, 
19th president of the Wyoming Federation, and her successor, Mrs. H. T. 
Person of Laramie, the Club contributed generously to the many foreign 
aid projects sponsored by both the General Federation and the State Feder- 
ation, sending CARE packages and candles to Korea, dried foods to England, 


and books and school supplies to Holland and Japan, 
Woman's Club of Lovell 


The Woman's Club of Lovell was founded on February , 1911, by a group 
of ten wanen who were interested in "... intellectual development and 
good fellowship." The original members, Mrs. Edna Macy, Mrs. Bertha 
Booth, Mrs. Maude Cline, Mrs. Mayme Cockrell, Mrs. Lena Catner, Mrs. 

Grace Crosby, Mrs. Masia Gregg, Mrs. Roxie Brittan, Mrs. Lurena Stryker 
and Mrs. Norma Thompson, were eager to have their group affiliate with 
the Wyoming Federation, and consequently, two months after its organiza~ 
tion the Woman's Club of Lovell was admitted to membership in the State 


Federation. 
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The Lovell group was largely responsible for the establishment of 
the Lovell Public Library, which had its start in 1917 as a circulating 
library located in one corner of a local store. The members were asked 
to help select the initial collection of books, and in later years con- 
tinued to contribute to the growing collection. The Club's historian, 
Mrs, R. E. Richardson, wrote that the sponsorship of the Lovell Library, 
"42 a very fine thing," was the most important civic Ceneitbe of 
the Club, and still remains high on the group's list of continuing re- 
sponsibilities, 

During the waning days of World War II and in the immediate post- 
war period, the Lovell group sent a total of twenty-four CARE packages 
to a family in the western zone of Germany, and carried on extensive 
correspondence with the recipients. Korea was also the recipient of 
CARE packages as well as candles and clothing, while used books, maga- 
Zines and school supplies were sent to various other countries, 

Serving as sponsors for the Lovell Girl Scout troop, working for 
the establishment of a city park, and donating both money and services 
to local charitable organizations comprise some of the other civic 
activities of the Woman's Club and its individual members. 

An annual spring luncheon closes the regular club year, and finds 
the members ready for summer vacation "... but glad to meet again in 
September to begin another year of what is called the married women's 


college," 


McFadden Woman's Club 


The HeFadden Woman's Club was organized in February, 190, and 
joined the Wyoming Federation a few weeks later, 

The McFadden group has actively supported youth groups in its com- 
munity, and has taken a leading role in educating its young people in 
the responsibilities of good citizenship, by sponsoring essay contests 
on Americanism, alcoholism and conservation, 

In an effort "... to create a better feeling of oneness in the 
community," the Club has participated in all community projects, such 
as funderaising drives for charitable organizations and city-wide social 
events. In addition to these activities, the members also invite all 
the community's children to annual Halloween and Christmas parties. 

The McFadden Woman's Club has established a fine record of partici- 
pation in the Federation's good-will projects. For several years after 
World War II the group contributed to the support of a Greek orphan, 
sending clothing, food and money. Twenty-two pounds of candles and three 
CARE packages were sent to South Korea, ten pounds of clothing were sent 
to West German children, a Dutch family was furnished with clothing and 
food-stuffs, and one CARE package was sent to Greece. As a further con- 
tribution, generous sums have been sent each year to support the Federa- 


tion's foreign scholarship program. 
Moorcroft Civic and Culture Club 


With thirty-nine charter members under the leadership of Mrs. Amos 
Hall, the Moorcroft Civic and Culture Club was founded in October, 199, 


and in December of that same year joined the Wyoming Federation, 
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The Club almost immediately began collecting clothing for Korea, 
and at the conclusion of the campaign, had collected over 100 pounds of 
clothes which were packed and mailed to Korean relief organizations for 
shipment overseas, Several packages of dried foods were sent to England, 
$20 was contributed toward the purchase of CARE packages for Korea and 
powdered milk was sent to Italian children, 

In 1950 the group organized a Sub-Deb Club for Moorcroft's high 
school girls, and in the same year the members voted to sponsor a local 
candidate for Girls State. In the years since, the Club has continued 
this practice, assuming full responsibility for payment of the candidate's 
expenses. The Club's members have supported and encouraged the Moorcroft 
l-H groups, and on several occasions they have rented the Community Hall 
so that the l-H Clubs could hold social gatherings. 

"We are a community without a doctor or nurse and the nearest ones 
are twenty-eight miles away." Efforts to induce a doctor to settle in 
Moorcroft were unsuccessful, but the Civic and Culture Club assumed the 
lead in a community-wide immunization program and even established a 
Myalking blood bank." In a further effort to promote better health and 
sanitation conditions, the Club sponsored clean-up campaigns which proved 
to be quite popular with the residents of the community, and received 


their complete support and co-operation, 
Twentieth Century Club of Newcastle 


In June, 1896, through the medium of the Newcastle News-—Journal, all 


the ladies of Newcastle were invited to meet together for the purpose of 
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organizing a literary club "... which might not frown upon an occasion- 
al social indulgence." . 

The result was the founding of a seciety known as the "Owls." The 
Owls Club continued under that name until 190 when it became a charter 
member of the Wyoming Federation, at which time the name of the group 
was changed to the Twentieth Century Club of Newcastle because "The 
members felt that the time had come when the title Owls did not command 
the respect and dignity the Clubts position in the State called for...." 

One of the Club's historians, Mrs. Oydis Hortay, wrote that "The 
work of the Club has been of a literary nature," however, while the 
primary aim of the group was dnantal oulteres™ it still found time to 
participate in many charitable and civic undertakings, Being interested 
in obtaining a public library, the Club in 1910 began a campaign to in-~ 
terest the citizena of the community in starting such a library, At the 
instigation of the Twentieth Century Club a collection of books was be- 
gun, and in 1911 Andrew Carnegie gave the City the funds necessary to 
construct a building to house the rapidly growing collection. Mrs. Anna 
C. Miller, a member of the Clud, was the first librarian, a position 
she subsequently held for twenty-five years. 

In later years the group, on conjunction with local physicians, 
sponsored a free baby clinic; began the first Girl Scout troop in the 
community; organized fund raising drives for the American Cancer Society; 
and as its contribution to post-war reconstruction and rehabilitation, sent 
candles and CARE packages to Korea, dried foods to England and powdered 


milk to ltaly. 


Woman's Departmental Club of Newcastle 


Organized and federated in 1931, the Woman's Departmental Club of 
Newcastle had eight charter members: Mrs. Grace Grieves, Mrs. Ora Godfrey, 
Mrs. Daisey Thomas, Mrs. Mary Wakeman, Mrs. Hazel Saffell, Mrs. Laura 
Noyes, Mrs. Tillie Johnson and Mrs. Marion Raymond, president of the 
Wyoming Federation at the time of the Club's organization, A resident 
of Newcastle, Mrs. Raymond took an active interest in the new club which 
she called her ".,.'baby club! as we = the last club organized under 
her administration," 

In following their stated object, to promote ".,. a spirit of co- 
operation and good will to the end that the Club shall raise the standards 
of the community," the members of the Departmental Club held an annual 
fall reception for all new and returning teachers. Other yearly events 
sponsored by the group were a Halloween party for the town's small-fry, 
and the distribution of well-filled baskets to needy families at Christmas 
time. 

During the first year of the war, in 19:2, the members took time 
out from their war services to arrange a rock garden on the lawn of the 
Public Library. Each year since the garden was started, the Club's mem- 
bers have added to it, and in a further project to improve the Library 
grounds, they planted shrubbery and flowers. 

Immediately following the end of the war, the group took steps to 
"adopt" a European war orphan. When an orphan in Belgium was officially 
selected, the Club initiated a plan whereby each month for a year they 


sent a box of food or clothing, and even a few toys to the child. The 
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members contributed some of the items which were sent, and others were 
purchased with funds raised by raffling cakes and sponsoring a community 
dance. 

Newcastle's tennis players are indebted to the Departmental Club 
for the construction of two fine cement courts, which the group paid for 
and donated to the City as a public service. In addition to services 
such as the building of the tennis courts, ths group has also subscribsd 


generously to local charities. 


Woman's Club of Rawlins 


The Rawlins Republican on March 27, 192k, carried an invitation to 
@11 the women of Rawlins to attend a public meeting in the Rawlins High 
School for the purpose of forming a woman's club, The announcement 
continued: "If you are interested in the betterment of conditions in 
Rawlins, the advancement of the community life in which you live, we 
urge you to be present.... This is of vital interest, and no woman who 
cares for the worth while things of life can afford to be absent." 

More than 100 wamen answered the call, and on April 7, 192k, they 
organized the Club "...which from that day has taken the lead in all 
matters of civic improvement, moral advancement, and progressive leader- 
ship." In May, 192, after the Constitution and By-Laws had been rati- 
fied, the group submitted its application for membership in the State 
Federation, and before the end of the month it was admitted, 

The group's activities, in both a civic and a social vein, have 


been "many and varied." Under the supervision of its first president, 
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Mrs, Raymond Barber, the Club arranged to do all the necessary sewing 
and mending for the City's hospital, "...making many hundreds of gar- 
ments each year." Gardening and flower growing contests were held in 
later years for the City's ardent gardeners; free health clinics were 
jointly sponsored by the Club and local physicians; Christmas baskets 
were filled and donated to the needy; trees were purchased and set out 
in the cemetery; and the Club arrmged to have the Police Department 
close off various city streets to be used as sledding hills, 

Feeling the need for community recreational facilities, the Club's 
members beleagured City officials until they agreed to the proposed 
plans for a city park, With the Woman's Cluo campaigning for the citi- 
zens! support and raising money for the purchase of equipment, Rawlins! 
Washington Memorial Park became a much used reality. 

When asked to list its outstanding accomplishment of past years, 
the Club replied, "Rawlins' Woman's Club has brought together women of 
all walks of life, and enabled them to settle mutual problems, cultivate 
a love for the finer things in life, and make lifelong friendships, This 


we consider our greatest accomplishment." 
Young Women's Service Club of Rawlins 


The Young Women's Service Club of Rawlins was organized in May, 
19l;2, almost twenty years after the founding of its sister club, the 
Woman's Club of Rawlins. 

Federating late in 192 the group immediately became embroiled in 


a welter of wartime activities. Christmas boxes were sent to servicemen 


166 © 


at the Veteran's Hospital in Sheridan; magazines and cookies were dis- 
tributed among the personnel on troop trains passing through Rawlins; 
sewing was done for the Red Cross; and mounds of cookies were baked 
and donated to the Navy Mothers Club for shipment to naval personnel 
at sea. 

After the busy war years, the Club's members devoted their time to 
assisting charitable organizations in the community, donating their 
services to the Mothers!’ March on Polio campaign, the Community Chest 
drive and serving as volunteer workers for the Red Cross, 

In addition to serving as solicitors for fund raising campaigns, 
the group each Christmas distributed five baskets of food, and at the 
request of the Rawlins High School, purchased and had installed a bat- 
tery of flood lights in the High School's auditorium. 

The Club's biggest project, however, is the buying of glasses for 
those children whose parents are unable to afford such expense. A con- 
mittee of Club members contacts the school nurse each year following 
the physical examination which is given to each child, and with a list 
of names supplied by the nurse, the Club in turn contacts the parents 
of those children who need glasses and makes arrangements to take the 
child for an examination by an eye specialist, "Most of these families 
are of Mexican descent, so our girls run into some odd conversations be- 
fore it is agreed that the club can buy the glasses. Going along to the 
eye doctor for these examinations can be very fumny, especially when a 
child has fooled everyone, including the nurse, into thinking that he 
has bad eyes, only to find he has perfect vision, but just wanted the 


glasses, the trip and a little attention." 
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Woman's Club of Reliance 


The Woman's Club of Reliance was organized in the spring of 1931, 
and federated in August, 1931, with the following charter members: Mrs, 
Leo Martin, Mrs. Henry Johnson, Mrs. Fred Bradley, Mrs. A. L. Zeiker 
and Mrs, Pat Burns. 

In its early years the Club undertook an extensive study of Wyoming 
history, with particular emphasis on women pioneers and their exploits 
during territorial days, The Club sponsored English lessons, which were 
open to anyone in the community who wanted to join the class; essay 
contests were sponsored by the group for high school students; and both 
Boy and Girl Scout troops were organized by the Woman's Club. 

During World War II the clubwomen baked cookies and collected maga- 
zines for the U.S.0. Centers over the State and performed numerous servi- 
ces for the local Red Cross chapter. After the war, the Club turned its 
efforts toward collecting used clothing for shipment to Greece and Germany, 
and raised enough money, by holding "white elephant" sales, to send sev- 
eral CARE packages to Korea. 

In more recent years the group has concentrated its efforts on 
sponsoring dances for Reliance's teen-age group, and Halloween parties 
for the younger children, The members volunteer their services as 
chaperones and provide refreshments for the parties and dances. Another 
community project which the Club supported for several years was the Mobile 
Tuberculosis X-ray Unit. The Club members assisted the regular staff in 
typing record cards and in arranging time schecules for the schools 30 


that all students were given an opportunity to take advantage of the free 


X-ray services, 


Chautauqua Club of Riverton 


The Riverton Chautauqua Club was founded in the fall of 191) with a 
membership of twelve wanen. After a few years the members voted to join 
the Wyoming Federation, and in 1918 they received their membership cer- 
tificate, . 

The Club, primarily a study group, subscribed to the Chautauqua 
Literary Course for more than twenty years, but in the late 1930's the 
members voted to expand their programs and dropped the prescribed study 
course. In order to be a successful study group, the original members 
decided it would be necessary to limit the membership to no more than 
thirty women, and even though the Club's original purpose has been 
broadened to include topics and projects other than literature, the men- 
bership limitation has remained in effect. 

Though first a study club, the Chautauqua Club has taken an active 
interest in local, state and national affairs. During World War II the 
members donated money to help purchase a piano for the Cheyenne U. S. 0. 
Center; sent thousands of cookies to the troops at Fort Warren and Fort 
Logan; sewed for the Red Cross and military hospitals; and in order to 
supply the local school with fresh produce, the members planted Victory 
gardens. After the war the Club "adopted" a family in Budapest, and 
sent them many boxes containing scarce food items, clothing and books. 

In their own community the members serve as sponsors of the Girl 
Scouts, and send one girl to camp each summer. When local organizations 
launched a campaign to build a swimming pool for Riverton, the Chautauqua 


Club promptly raised $286 for the fund, 
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In the early 19)0's the shortage of trained nurses was quite acute, 
and the Wyoming Federation in an effort to encourage more young women to 
enter nursing, suggested that individual clubs might set up nursing schol- 
arships for local girls. The Chautauqua Club voted to set up such a 
scholarship and presented it to a Riverton High School graduate, who with 
the help provided by the Club's scholarship was able to finish her train- 


ing and graduate as a Registered Nurse before the end of the war, 
The Civic League of Riverton 


In April, 1951,a group of about twenty women met under the direction 
of the Ponderosa Women's Club of Riverton and organized the Civic League 
of Riverton, which is the youngest of Riverton's five federated clubs. 

By 1952 the members felt that the Civic League was ready for menbership 
in the Wyoming Federation, and in February, 1952, the Federation officially 
enrolled the Club on its membership lists. 

The Civic League in its first three years successfully undertook a 
series of community projects. Working with other civic groups, the Club 
helped raise money for the swimming pool fund. The group annually con- 
tributes to the Fremont County Youth Camp, as well as helping to support 
the Riverton summer recreation program. As an individual project the Club 
sponsors a story hour for children every Saturday morning during the sum- 
mer vacation months. 

A vital interest in Civil Defense prompted the group tc obtain 
films explaining the need for an adequate civil defense program in every 


community, and to arrange to have the films shown in Riverton's public 
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schools as well as in the local theatres. When the local hospital issued 
a call for toys for its Children's Ward, the Civic League responded im- 
mediately and besides contributing toys, the members also made a toy 
box which they gave to the hospital. 

Feeling a need for more cultural activities which would be open 
to the public, the Club arranged to sponsor performances in Riverton 
of the Casper Civic Symphony and the Casper Male Chorus. The programs 
were thoroughly enjoyed and the Club accordingly decided to maks them 
a yearly event. The admission price was kept at a minimpm, but the 
Club still made a profit on the performances, which the members voted to 


donate to various local charities. 
Ponderosa Women's Club of Riverton 


In August, 19)1,the Chautauqua Club of Riverton sponsored a group 
of younger women who formed the Riverton Junior Women's Club, which was 
admitted to the Wyoming Federation a few months later. Six years later 
another group of young women decided to form a woman's groupy and the 
Junior Women's Club generously agreed to act as their advisors, and even 
offered to let the new group designate itself as the Junior Women's 
Club. Thus Riverton's first Junior Women's Club became the Ponderosa 
Club. This ambitious group, whose membership was limited to twenty, 
was eager to see enough organizations for all interested Riverton women, 
and in 198 it sponsored the Progressive Women's Club, while 1951 saw 


it usher in still another group known as the Civic League of Riverton, 
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The Ponderosa Club has an outstanding record of projects achieved 
in the interests of civic improvement, It was this group which origin- 
ally started the movement te obtain a swimming pool for Riverton, and 
with the co-operation of other local organizations the objective was 
reached in 1949 when the pool was opened to the public. The members 
operated a food and drink concession at the local soft ball park, and 
with the profits realized from that venture they were able to donate 
$1600 to the pool fund. 

The group, however, did not limit itself to the swimming pool cam- 
paign, as it was also largely responsible for the initiation of a youth 
recreation center in Riverton. Since 191 the Club has invested $135 
in avpegctis equipment for the City Park; has solicited funds amount- 
ing to $205 for the construction of the Fremont County Memorial Hospital; 
has donated almost $200 to various charitable organizations; and has 
purchased $130 worth of food, baby clothes, blankets, shoes and medi- 
cines for shipment to various foreign nations. 

The Club's historian, Mrs. J. R. Cole, reported "It should not be 
construed that our activities consist entirely of making and donating 


money, as we have many fine educational ... programs during the year, 


“and .e. social events.... Ponderosa has a well-rounded program of work, 


education and entertainment, and we hope in the future to serve where 


needed as we have in the past." 


Progressive Women's Club of Riverton 


The Progressive Women's Club, with the able assistance of members 
of the Ponderosa Club, was founded in August, 1948, and before the end 
of the year joined the Wyoming Federation. 

The Club began its activities by sending phonograph records to a 
United States Armed Forces Canteen in England, and later sent an entire 
meal, made up of canned meats and vegetables, jello, and cake mixes, to 
an English Youth Hostel. After the Korean War started, the members ap- 
propriated $50 for the purchase of CARE packages, which along with sev- 
eral boxes of candles were shipped to South Korea. 

On the local scene, the group sponsored an ice-skating rink for 
Riverton's skaters, young and old, and as an added service ran a "warm- 
up" shack. Annual contributions were made to Boy and Girl Scout organi- 
zations; funds were solicited for the library, the hospital and the 
swimming pool; a magazine cart was purchased for the hospital; Christ- 
mas toys were provided for underprivileged youngsters; and programs 
on cancer and safety were held for the benefit of the public, 

Since 199, the Progressive Club has directed the local March of 
Dimes campaign, and in one year's campaign a Polio Tag Day was held 
which netted over $600 for the fight against infantile paralysis. In 
other years, dances have been held, with all proceeds going to the March 


of Dimes campaign. 
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Riverton Junior Women's Club 


Under the sponsorship of the Ponderosa Club of Riverton, a group 
of young matrons in July, 1946, formed the Riverton Junior Women!s Club, 
and during the next year, 197, applied for and were granted membership 
in the Wyoming Federation. 

Being a group of young mothers, the members of the Junior Woman's 
Club expended a great deal of time and money in serving the interests of 
youth, both locally and abroad, One of the first projects the group un- 
dertook was the "adoption" of a young Greek girl to whom they sent boxes 
of clothing and one $10 CARE package each year for eight years. In their 
own community the club members during the same eight year period(19li6= 
195)made contributions of approximately $000 in support of varioug civic 
and charitable projects. This astounding total includes:(1) almost 
$1,000 for the Fremont County Memorial Hospital; (2) $655 for the River- 
ton Swimming Pool fund; (3) $825 toward the construction of a new library; 
(4) approximately $1200 to various local and national medical research 
foundations and youth groups; and (5) 3345 for the summer recreation 
program, 

A series of ambitious fund raising projects to finance their large 
donations were undertaken by the Club's members. For six years the Club 
operated a soft drink and hot-dog stand at the annual Fremont County 
Rodeo, which enterprise netted the group a tidy $2900. After the rodeo 
was discontinued, the Club sold soft drinks at the summertime commnity 
square dances. "Marathon parties" were held by the Club which resulted 


in the $825 donation to the Library Fund. Another $200 was raised through 
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the sale of cookbooks, while the remainder of the Club's money was 
raised by producing a "home talent" play, and holding assorted raffles 
and card parties. | 

For a Club with a membership made up of busy mothers and housewives 
t..ewho have a total of 3 children under ten years of age," the Junior 
Women's Club has established # remarkable record which should provide 
an incentive for clubs with much larger memberships in cities where the 


population is far more than Riverton!'s 1,000. 
Laramie Dell Club of Rock River 


On November 6, 1926, a group of women living on ranches in Albany 
County between Laramie and Rock River, met together at the ranch home 
of Mrs. Eva L. Dodge to discuss the possibility of forming a woman's 
club ",., for the betterment of the community, socially, morally and 
intellectually." The Club was welcomed into the State Federation in 
March, 1927, by Mrs. T. S. Taliaferro, then president of the Federation, 
with ten charter members: Mrs. L. B. Dodge, Mrs. A. H. Swope, Mrs. C. W. 
Hall, Mrs. Delores Collins, Mrs. Charles Sommers, Mrs. W. S. Sturgeon, 
Mrs. F. 0. Gibbs, Miss Naomi Potter, Miss Margaret Dodge and Mrs. Will I. 
Palmer. 

The members, most of whom lived in rural areas, took an active in- 
terest in Albany County heH Clubs, organizing several groups and serv- 
ing as the adult leaders, In conjunction with these -H Clubs, the 
Laramie Dell Club placed road markers on eighty-five miles of county 


roads, with the women making arrangements to get the markers and the l-H 


groups putting them up, 
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During World War II the Club sent packages to local servicemen and 
donated blood to the Red Cross Blood Bank, After the war the group sent 
$120 worth of dried foods and powdered milk to England and Italy; sent 
several boxes of pencils and paper to Dutch and French school children; 
and two bundles of clothing were sent to Germany. When the Korean War 
started, the members once again began giving blood to the Red Cross Blood 
Bank, with one member making five donations, A large box of candles 
wrapped in writing paper, along with two CARE packages, was sent for the 


relief of the civilian population in war-torn South Korea. 
Woman's Club of Rock Springs 


In October, 1922, the Woman's Club of Rock Springs was chartered, 
and after adopting a constitution and by-laws the group, in December, 
1922, was admitted to the Wyoming Federation. 

One of the group's earliest projects was the sponsorship of a free 
baby clinic which was soon followed by a clinic for pre-school children, 
The clinics proved so successful that the Woman's Club decided to hold a 
city-wide Child Health Conference, with local physicians and State Health 
officials as guest lecturers. To stimulate further interest in public 
health problems, a poster contest on good health practices was sponsored 
for high school students, with prizes being awarded to the winning con- 
testants. 

The Woman's Club was an early supporter of the movement to securs 
a City Park for Rock Springs, and when the park was opened the members 


purchased trees for planting on the park grounds. Sponsoring a weekly 
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story hour for Rock Springs’ youngsters; supporting the Girl Scout 
troops; providing free milk to needy school children; helping to fur- 
nish the County Home for the Aged; and sponsoring an annual city~wide 
flower show, comprise some of the Club's other civic activities. 

During the War years the Club women served as nurses! aides; gave 
blood to the Red Cross Blood Bank; baked cookies for the Cheyenne U.S.0. 
Center; provided free meals and lodging for servicemen passing through 
Rock Springs; and raised money for the Bundles for Britain project. 
Post-war years found the Club sending candles and CARE packages to 
Korea, and contributing to the Federation's foreign scholarship program. 

A Club project which has been carried on for a number of years is 
the maintenance of a "lending closet" for the sick, This "closet" con- 
tains hospital beds and mattresses, wash bowls, bed pans, sterilizers, 
bed tables, bed stands, wheel chairs, an incubator and a pair of crutches, 
which may be used by anyone in the community free of charge. This unique 
and generous service has proved to be very popular with all the residents 
of the city, and many grateful citizens have taken advantage of the gen= 
erosity of the Woman's Club, 


Akcita Win of Sheridan 


Akcita Win, an Indian name "... meaning young club women," was 
organized in Sheridan in March, 1949, and federated a few weeks later. 

The Club's members have served as supervisors and chaperones at 
Sheridan's Youth Center, and have helped sponsor yearly Halloween parties, 
which are held in the Youth Center and are open to all the children in 


the community. The Club has made aprons for the Community Christmas 
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baskets; has sponsored Christmas parties for underprivileged children; 
contributed to the Federation's foreign scholarship fund; shipped can- 
dles to Korea; and has given generous sums to local and national char- 
ities. 

"Our main project has been working for a school in Wyoming for the 
care of Wyoming's crippled children, through the Wyoming Society for 
Crippled Children and Adults." For several years the Club, with the 
help of members! husbands, has prepared coin containers for distribution 
and use all over the State in the collection of money for the crippled 


children's Easter Seal canpaign. 
Sheridan Junior Woman's Club 


The Sheridan Junior Woman's Club was organized in October, 1935, as 
the Junior Division of the Sheridan Woman's Club, and joined the Wyoming 
Federation in February, 1936, In October, 1941,the group voted to call 
itself the Junior Woman's Club, though it continued its affiliation 
with the senior club. While the Club is an integral part of the Sheri- 
dan Woman's Club, it has individual by-laws, elects its own officers 
and arranges its own programs. The Junior Woman's Club participates 
jointly with the senior woman's club in various community projects, as 
well as paying its share toward the support of the clubhouse, but it also 
individually sponsors many civic projects. 

Outstanding civic contributicns ef the group include: sponsorship 
of a Girl Scout troop; serving as chaperones for junior high school 


parties; paying part of the expenses of a local candidate to Girl's 
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State; directing Sheridan's Polio Tag Day campaign; and the purchase 
of hundreds of bottles of cod-liver oil and vitamin pills for distribu- 
| tion through the County Welfare Department to needy children. 

In presenting a New York drama company in a series of one-act plays, 
the Club served a dual purpose. Sheridan was privileged to see profes- 
sional dramatic presentations, and the Junior Woman's Club raised funds 
with which it financed its civic improvement projects. One such project 
was the establishment of kindergartens in the public school system. When 
the Club asked the School Board to initiate kindergarten training in 
Sheridan's schools, the Board informed the group that there were no funds 
provided for such a project, and that such could not be appropriated 
without the approval of Sheridan's taxpayers, The Club then offered to 
finance the program until such a time as the School Board could assume 


the responsibility. The Board accepted the Club's offer and agreed to 


support the Club's campaign to have funds for the program included in 


the next year's school budget. The campaign was successful, and the Club 
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was relieved of the financial burden, though it has continued to contrib- 


to the program each year, 


Sheridan Woman's Club 


In the early fall of 1895, Mrs. W. S. Metz, a pioneer resident of 
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Sheridan, invited some friends to her home for "...a social afternoon," 
and at this gathering suggested organizing a musical club. Out of this 
"social afternoon” came the Cecilian Club of which Mrs. Metz was the 

first president. The original group voted to confine its activities to 


the study of music, but after a year, in November, 1896, the members 
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decided to expand their activities and to invite "non-musical" wonen to 
join their group, At the suggestion of Mrs. J. B. Kendrick(whose Ims- 
band later became Governor and U. 8. Senator)the women decided to adopt 
a new name for their group, and after several names were proposed and 
discarded, the group decided on the Sheridan Woman's Club, Eight years 
later, in 190, delegates fron the Sheridan Woman's Club were present 
when the Wyoming Federation was organized, and in signing the Constitu- 
tion, made their club one of the Federation's charter members, 

The Club rapidly outgrew the members! homes, and after voting to 
buy or to build a clubhouse, began searching for a suitable site, In 
191; the group's building committee located a nicely situated lot which 
had a building on it which they thought would adequately meet the needs 
of the Club until funds could be raised to finance a new building. The 
Club bought the lot and building, and in 1928 had raised enough money to 
go ahead with the plans for a new building. 

During three wartime eras, the Club sewed and knitted and rolled 
bandages for the Red Cross; sold Liberty Bonds, War Bonds and Savings 
Bonds, each in its turn; and maintained a refreshment canteen for 
servicemen at the Sheridan railroad station. With the organisation of 
the national Civil Defense program, the Club volunteered its clubhouse 
as a Disaster Center in case of an atomic attack, and has actively sup- 
ported and sponsored Civil Defense educational programs, As post-war 
contributions to the rehabilitation of war-torh nations, the group col- 
lected sewing materials for shipment to Germany and countries behind the 
Iron Curtain, Collection boxes were placed in local stores and members 


solicited individual contributions to buy CARE packages for Korea. 
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The Club has an ",,. outstanding community service program, giving 
pillows, blankets, sheets, spreads, clothing and food to the needy," 
Other group contributions to civic betterment include: the hiring of a 
supervisor for the City Patkts playground during the summer months; 
sponsorship of a Girl Seout troop; instigation of a campaign to secure 
city-wide garbage collections and weed control; and successfully agi- 
tating for City zoning ordinances. 

"The history cf the Sheridan Woman's Club is a part of the history 
of our Sheridan community. oe members have been leaders in both social 
services and social enjoyments, and we have given impetus and support to 


all manner of civic improvements," 
Ten Sleep Federated Club 


In early April, 1946, sixteen interested and alert women joined to- 
gether to form a club ee women in their small community. The Ten Sleep 
Federated Club, which grew out of this initial meeting, was formally 
chartered before the end of the month, and in May, 196, was admitted 
to the Wyoming Federation of Women's Clubs. 

From the beginning the group has been most interested in the youth 
of the community, and as its first preject launched a successful campaign 
to interest local girls in forming Girl Scout and Brownie Scout groups, 
After the groups were well established, the Ten Sleep Club held a tee in 
honor of the girls and their mothers. 

At the beginning of the school year each September, the Ten Sleep 


Club has held a reception in honor of the teaching staff, providing the 
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teachers and the townspeople with an opportunity to get acquainted, and 
giving the returning teachers a warm welcome home, In an effort to 
further acquaint the parents and teachers, the Club one year sponsored 
a tea for the mothers and teachers of first and second grade pupils. 

The Club reported that it ®... donated to all civic drives and con- 
munity enterprises of note," as well as contributing money to buy several 


CARE packages for Korea and West Germany. 
Thermopolis Woman's Club 


On March 23, 1910, a group of ladies met with Mrs. Lin I. Noble 
for the purpose of organizing the Woman's Club of Thermopolis, Mrs. 
Noble who was she Club's first president, was also active in State Fed- 
eration work, and in 1919 when she was elected President of the Wyoming 
Federation, shs induced the Thermopolis Club to join the Federation. 
The members agreed to seek admission to the Federation, and at the same 
time voted to change the name of their group to the Thermopolis Woman's 
Club, 

Thermopolis did not have a public library when the Woman's Club 
was organized, but there was a group of citizens in the community who 
were working toward the establishment of one, and after the Woman's 
Club began functioning smoothly, the members voted to work with the 
citizen's group in gaining public support for the measure. An all out 
campaign was launched, and after the City selected a building site, Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie granted a sum of money to be used te construct the build- 
ing. The Livrary was completed and opened to the public in 1919, and 


in grateful appreciation for the work done by the Woman's Club, the 
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library Board of Directors gave the Club a basement room and kitchen to 
be used as a clubroom, with the understanding that if the space should 
ever be needed the Club would find new quarters. 

The Thermopolis Woman's Club has taken the lead in inaugurating 
numerous comunity projects. The group, along with other local organisa~ 
tions, helped establish a nursery school in the City, and has contributed 
generously to its support each year, Other noteworthy Club projects in- 
clude: city-wide clean-up campaigns; sponsorship of the Girl Scouts; 
the purchase of milk for distribution to underprivileged children in the 
elementary schools; securing the passage of a City Ordinance prohibit- 
ing the use of fireworks inside the city limits; furnishing a room in 


the City's hospital; and providing glasses for needy children, 
Torrington Woman's Club 


In 1918, when Ropenaton boasted a population of 1000, a group of 
progressive Torrington women organized the Torrington Woman's Club with 
a phartenimenberatas of 100 women. With Mrs. L. H. Bump as the first 
president, the Club joined the Wyoming Federation early in 1919. 

In co-operation with the Goshen County Commissioners, the Woman's 
Club was an early supporter of a project to secure a County Library, 
After the County residents had voiced their approval of the plan, and the 
library was built, the Woman's Club obtained permission from the pub- 
lishers of the Torrington Telegram to take over the publication and 
sale of one issue of the paper, with all profits to be given te the new 
library. The project was an unqualified success, and the Library bene- 


fitted by some $1600. 
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‘The Torrington Club has many other outstanding contributions to its 
credit, including: the landscaping of the grounds of Torrington's pub- 
lic schools; prompting the City Council to provide the land and equin- 
ment for five public playgrounds; persuading the City to hire two 
playground instructors to supervise the community's summer recreation 
program; sponsoring an annual Christmas party for the children at St, 
Joseph's Orphanage in Terrington; and serving free hot lunches to school 
children during the early depression years. 

The group's wartime activities consisted of Red Cross work, partici- 
pation in Bond drives and serving dinners for men leaving for duty with 
the Armed Forces, When the Korean War started, the Woman's Club boxed 
food and clothing for shipment overseas, and in a city-wide camoaien 
were able to collect $20 for the purchase of CARE packages for Keree, 

Members of the Terrington Woman's Club have been active in State 
Federation work es well as in local club work, with Mrs. L. H. Bump 
serving as Federation president from 1937 yntil 1939 and Mrs. Charles Cook 


serving as Custodian ef the Educational Fund for several years, 
Torrington Woman's Civic Club 


Under the sponsorship of the Torrington Woman's Club and Mrs, L. H. 
Bump, Federation president, the Torrington Junior Woman's Club was 
founded and federated in 1938. In 1950 the members decided they were 
"... no longer junior women," and agreed to change their Club's name to 


the Torrington Woman's Civic Club, 
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During the war years, the group devoted its time to making bandages, 
fixing boxes of cookies and candies for shipment to Torrington servicemen, 
selling War Bonds and Stamps, and serving as volunteer workers in the 
local rationing office. 

“Later efforts were turned toward local civic aids such as repair- 
ing library books, making drapes and linens for the hospital, sponsoring 
a Girl Scout troop, giving baskets to the needy, helping in national 
fund-raising drives, forming a Youth Club, and donating to many local, 


state and national funds," 
The Library and Culture Club of Upton 


The Library and Culture Club of Upton was formed in February, 1913, 
at the suggestion of the City's mayor who ".,. thought that town of Up- 
ton needed a wanan's club," The women agreed with the mayor, and with 

i his help organized the Library Club for the purpose of securing a col-~ 
lection of books from the County Library, located some distance away in 
Newcastle, and setting up a branch library in Upton. 

Miss Orise Carpenter, the County Superintendent of Schools who 
lived in Upton, agreed to transport the books back and forth during her 
trips from Newcastle to Upton, "... checking them as baggage, thus sav- 
ing freight charges," and a local druggist "... kindly gave room in his 
store for the books." The Club decided to add to Upton's budding library 
by purchasing some books out of Club funds; a practice still continued. 

In January, 1917, the Club joined the State Federation, and when 


the nation was plunged into war, the group heeded the Federation's call 
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to devote itself to war work. Selling Liberty Bonds, sewing and knit- 
ting for the Red Cross, and sending clothing to war orphaned European 
children took a major portion of the member's time. 

The group has a long list of accomplishments other than the Library, 
including: the purchase of markers for unmarked graves in the local ceme-~ 
tery; sponsorship of an annual spring clean-up week; the furnishing of 
the Community Hall's dining room and kitchen; and on several occasions 
the sponsorship of free health clinics for all age groups. 

Mrs, C. J. Reed, a former Club historian, wrote: 

At times our club has grown like a weed; at times its life is 
despaired of. It has starved from neglect, and then was pampered and 
over-fed and almost died from indigestion. It has gasped and been 
given up for dead, and then some kind soul has taken over its care, 
‘nurtured it until it took on new life, and then fostered by new men- 
bers, co-operation and kindliness it developed once more into a 


real force in the community, At the present it is strong and active, 
and we trust it will remain so, 


Wheatland W. T. K. Club 


Wheatland's first woman's club was organized in April, 1901, under 
the name of the Literary Club of Wheatland. However, it did not become 
active until 190), when under the direction of Mrs. Frank N. Shiek the 
group was reorganized as the W, T. K. Club just a few days before the 
organizational meeting of the Wyoming Federation began on January 19, 
190;. The newly revived group selected a delegation, headed by Mrs. 
Shiek, to attend the Federation meeting, and though undoubtedly the 
youngest club represented at the meeting, it was successful in bringing 
about the election of its president, Mrs. Shiek, to serve as the State 
Federation's first president; an accomplishment of which the group is 


"especially proud." 
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The first major project of the Club was the formation of a "free 
library" with books donated by the members. The bocks were kept in 
private homes for a few years, until a small building was secured to 
house the growing collection. After a few years the Club convinced the 
County officials that the library was a public responsibility, and in 
1915 were able to turn the problem over to the County. Two years later, 
in 1917, the Platte County Carnegie Public Library was opened, built 
with funds donated by Hr. Carnegie and equipped with the volumes which 
the Woman's Club had collected over the years. 

After the successful solution of the library problem, the W. T, K. 
Club turned to new projects: sponsoring a Cub Scout pack and Girl Scout 
treeps; donating clothing and books to the students at the Wyoming In- 
dustrial Schools at Sheridan and Worland; planting numerous trees and 
shrubs on the schowl grounds; assisting with the pre-schocl health 

' clinics; providing milk and school lunches for needy children; con- 
tributing over $300 to the Wheatland swimming pool fund; purchasing 
instruments for the high school bands; organizing a local Parent-Teacher 
Association; promoting the marking of City streets; and securing city- 
wide door-to-door mail delivery. 

During World War I, World War II and the Korean War, the members 
served as volunteer Red Cross workers, bought Bonds, conducted salvage 
drives and baked cookies by the thousands for men in uniform. After 
World War II, the group sent boxes of food and clothing to war-ravished 


nations all over the xwerld. 
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Worland Junior Women's Club 


In the turbulent fall of 1939 a peers of young housewives, mothers 
and career girls joined together to form the Worland Junior Women's 
Club, In the same month, September, 1939, the group petitioned the 
Federation for membership, which was granted before the end of the 
month, | 

With the attention of the entire world focused on those European 
nations who were fighting for their lives against Hitler's Third Reich, 
the Junior Women's Club heeded the pleas of refugee organizations for 
contributions of clothing, food and money to relieve the suffering of 
the thousands of homeless persons who were fleeing before the lightning 
thrusts of German military might. "Tons of old clothing" and boxes of 
food were collected for shipment oversees, and Bundles for Britain be- 
came an integral part of the Club's program. After the United States 
entered the war, the members conducted waste paper drives, and canvassed 
the community looking for scrap iron. War Bond campaigns were sponsored 
by the group and cookies were baked by the dozens and sent to men in 
uniform. 

After the war was over the Club turned its attention to local 
problems. One of the first post-war projects was a campaign to raise 
money for a community swimming pool, and before the Club concluded its 
efforts, $1600 had been collected. In 1950 the Club began to sponsor 
monthly programs and refreshments for the boys at the Wyoming Industrial 
Institute, and as the programs were so successful, the group continued 


he project for four years. 
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As the members were vitally interested in the welfare of the City's 
young people, they determined to inaugurate and support a summer recre- 
ational program, in the hope that the City would profit by their example 
and sponsor such a program on a permanent basis. The program was planned 
for five weeks for ell the children from the ages of four through twelve, 
Three Club members assisted at each session and special teachers were in 
charge of each different class, "The attendance was twice our estimate 
and our response from the townspeople was wonderful. It was a difficult 
project for our small club.../but/ we feel that through our efforts we have 
shown the need of a sunmer recreational program and we hope we have 


showed the way to get one." 
Worland Woman's Club 


In 190), when the Wyoming Federation was formed Worland was just 
"26 & sagebrush flat along a winding river." Ten years Later, in 
early January, 191), a small group of women were visiting Mrs. George 
Harker and "... plans were discussed to form a woman's club," On Feb- 
ruary 5, 191), the Worland Woman's Club was formally organized with Mrs. 
Harker as its first president. A little more than a year later, in May, 
1915, the group sought and gained admittance into the Wyoming Federation. 
"Since then the club has never faltered, and much crecit goes to that 
small band of women determined to establish culture along the banks of 
the Big Horn River." 

The first and most outstanding accomplishment of the group was the 


establishment of a public library. The Woman's Club held benefit dances 
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and dinners, rummage sales, and raffles to raise money for the purchase 
of books. When several hundred volumes were obtained the Library, lo- 
cated in the office of the City's Mayor, was opened on August 29, 191). 
For many years the Club's members served as volunteer librarians while 
the Club as a whole continued to donate books and money. In 190, the 
Library ‘which had been moved several times since it was opened in the 
Mayor's office, was finally taken over by Washakie County and found a 
home in the Washakie County Courthouse. The Club, however, did not 
lose its feeling of responsibility just because the Library had been of-~ 
ficially taken over by the County, and therefore has continued its 
practice of donating at least one volume each year to the Library's 
collection. 

When World War I began the Club organized a Washakie County Chap- 
ter of the Red Cross, and provided the main body of volunteer workers 
throughout the duration of the war. Liberty Bond drives were sponsored 
and Furlough Homes for American troops in France were generously sup- 
ported by the group. Toward the end of the war the Club ‘adopted'a French 
war orphan and contributed toward her support for several years, 

The years of the second world war and the Korean conflict found 
the Club: sponsoring Bond rallies; sending cookies, magazines, play- 
ing cards, records, and books to the U.S.0. Center in Cheyenne, as well 
as to individual servicemen; raising and canning vegetables for the 
Children's Home in Cheyenne; setting up a canteen at the railroad sta- 
tion and serving hot coffee and sandwiches to the boys on troop trains; 


sending boxes of clothing to Britain; and CARE packages to Korea, 
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Since its beginning the Club has promoted many and varie# youth 
activities; skating rinks; playgrounds; summer recreation programs}; 
and a swimming pool, The Girl Scouts have been sponsored by the Club 
for many years, and a Teen Canteen was started by the group with its 
members providing refreshments and serving as chaperones. 

When the delegates from all parts of the country went through 
Worland on their way to Seattle and the General Federation's 198 con- 
vention, the Worland Woman's Club decided to give them a welcome worthy 
of the "wild West." The General Federation's special train was boarded 
by members of the Worland group who were dressed in authentic frontier 
costumes, representing such famous characters of the Old West as Calan- 
ity Jane, Chief Washakie and Buffalo Bill. The Worland women then pre- 
sented the startled ladies with handbills welcoming them to the state 
"Where Men are Men and Women are Governors." Unfortunately, no records 
are available which mcort the stunt's reception, but the Norland women 
thoroughly enjoyed it, no matter how their conservative Eastern sisters 


might have felt, 


Yoder Woman's Club 


In 1921 a group known as the Thursday Kensington Club was organized 
in the "newly built" town of Yoder. Shortly after its organization the 
Club received a visit from Mrs. L. H. Bump, then president of the Tor- 
rington Woman's Club, who talked to the group about the Wyoming Federa- 


tion and the advantages to be derived from federating, By January, 1922, 
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the members had decided in favor of joining the Federation, and after 
voting to change their name to the Yoder Woman's Club, they applied for 
membership in the Federation which was obtained on January 2, 1922. 

Early contributions of the Club to the commmity include; the in- 
stallation of a public drinking fountain on the town's main street; the 
purchase of playground equipment for the local school; and the sponsor- 
ship of a clean-up week in 1928 which was so successful that the Club 
received a prize from the State Federation "... for having the clean- 
est town in Wyoming." 

During the late 1930's the local American Legion Post gave the 
Woman's Club a small building to use as a clubhouse. After the Club 
had refurbished the building, the members voted to allow various local 
organizations also to use it. Eventually the members decided to make it 
a community center as well as a clubhouse, and used it to hold dances 
for teen-agers and Christmas and Halloween parties for the younger chil- 
dren. When World War II started the group held First Aid and hame nurs- 
ing classes in the clubhouse, in addition to participation in other 
wartime projects ee as working in the Red Cross surgical dressing room, 
collecting waste paper and fats, and sending food packages to servicemen. 

After the war the members registered for Civil Defense instruction, 
and sent mounds of clothinz, food and bedding to nations overseas, The 
club's most important post-war peoject, however, was its "Youth Conser- 
vation" program. 

The members felt that the younger boys in the town needed "some 


constructive occupation," and as a result decided to sponsor a Cub Scout 
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program. The members served as den mothers, and even the Club members! 
husbands were pressed into service, with the result that two Cub Scout 
dens were formed. The girls were not neglected, as a Campfire group 
was organized for them, and in an effort ".e6 to stimulate interest in 
goverment and its processes," the Club sponsored a delegate to Girl's 
State. 

Some of the local teachers alerted the Club to the fact that there 
were no adequate facilities for the care of children who became i11 
during the school day, Many of the children rode buses to school, and 
thus could not be taken home in case of illness. The Woman's Club rose 
to the situation, and with the co-operation of the school and the stu- 
dents cleaned out an unused storeroom in the school building and redeco- 
rated it. After the room was attractively painted, the Club purchased 
two cots and bedding for the infirmary. 

In living up to its intention "... to aid the community in any way 


possible,* the Yoder Woman's Club, 2 successful combination of rural 


and urban society, has made its town a common meeting place for groups 


/ 


of all ages and interests. 
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